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You are He whom the Srutis proclaim as the Supreme 
Brahman, the Supreme Light, the Supreme Sanctifier. 
Thus the Srutis assert: ‘From whom all these beings are 
born, by whom, when born, they live and unto whom they 
go when they perish—desire to know that well. This is 
Brahman’ (Tai.U., 3.1.1); ‘He who knows Brahman attains 
the Highest’ (Ibid., 2.1.1); and ‘He who knows the Sup¬ 
reme Brahman becomes the Brahman’ (Mun.U., 3.2.9). 
Likewise He is the Supreme Light. The term ‘Dhaman’ 
connotes light. He is the Supreme Light as taught (in the 
Upanisads): ‘Now, the light which shines higher than this 
heaven....’ (Cha.U., 3.13.7); ‘Attaining the Supreme 
Light. He appears with His own form’ (Ibid., 8.12,2); ‘The 
gods worship Him as the Light of lights’ (Br.U., 4.4.16). So 
also He is the Supreme Sanctifier: He makes the meditator 
bereft of all the impurities, and also destroys them without 
any trace. The Sruti declares: ‘As water clings not to the 
leaf of a lotus-flower, so evil deeds cling not to him who 
knows thus' (Cha.U., 4.14.3): ‘Just as the fibre of Islka 
reed (reed-cotton) laid on a fire is burnt up, so also all his 
sins are burnt up’ (Ibid., 5.24.3); and ‘Narayana is Supreme 
Brahman, Narayana is Supreme Light, Narayana is Sup¬ 
reme Self (Ma.Na., 9.4). 

Sages are those wh'o know in reality the higher truth (the 
Supreme Brahman), and the lower truth (individual 
selves); they speak of You as the eternal Divine Person, 
Primal Lord, the unborn and all-pervading. So also divine 
sage Narada, Asita, Devala and Vyasa declare: ‘This 
Narayana, Lord of Sri, the resident of the Milk Ocean, has 
come to the city of Mathura abandoning his Ser¬ 
pent-couch.’ ‘Where Madhusudana is, there is the blessed 
Dvaravatl. He is the Lord Himself, the ancient One and 
Eternal Dharma (Ma.Bh.Vana.88.24-25). Those who know 
the Vedas and those who know the self declare the 
great-minded Krsna to be the eternal Dharma. Of all 
sanctifiers, Govinda is said to be the most sanctifying, the 
most auspicious among the auspicious. The lotus-eyed God 
of gods, the eternal, abides as the three worlds... Hari who 
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is beyond thought, abides thus. Madhusudana is there 
alone’ (Ma.Bha.Vana., 88.24-28). Similarly it is stated: ‘O 
Aijuna, where the divine, the eternal Narayana the Sup¬ 
reme Self is, there the entire universe, the sacred water and 
the holy shrines are to be found. That is sacred, that is Sup¬ 
reme Brahman, that is sacred waters, that is the austerity 
grove....there dwell the divine sages, the Siddhas and all 
those rich in austerities where the Primal Lord, the great 
Yogin Madhusudana dwells. It is the most sacred among 
the sacred. For you, let there be no doubt about this’ (Ibid., 
90.28-32); ‘Krsna Himself is the origin and dissolution of all 
beings. For, this universe, consisting of sentient and 
non-sentient entities, was generated for the sake of Krsna’ 
(Ma.Bha.Sabha., 38.23). And you yourself say so in the 
passage beginning with ‘Earth, water, fire, ether, mind, 
intellect and Ahahkara—this Prakrti, which is divided 
eightfold, is Mine’ (7.4) and ending with ‘I am the origin of 
all; from Me proceed everything’ (10.8). 

I 

* f| a 5T 3Frar ; II 14 II 

14. I deem as true all this that you say to Me, O Kf$t>a. Ver¬ 
ily O Lord, neither the gods nor the demons know Your 
manifestation. 

3ET: I ^ nf sfe 


aw-wfciKuu^ awdl^wwI^Ki sra ^ 



fe mRPHimi ? % n vt \\ 


Therefore, I deem all this to be a statement of facts as 
they are in reality, and not merely an exaggeration—all this 
which You tell me of Your sovereign glory and infinite 
auspicious attributes which are unique, unbounded, unsur¬ 
passed and natural. Therefore, O Lord, O Treasure of 
unsurpassed knowledge, power, strength, sovereignty, val¬ 
our and radiance!—neither the gods nor the demons who 
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possess limited knowledge know'Your manifestation , the 
way in which You manifest Yourself. 

^WlcFT cl || 15 II 

15. O Supreme Person, O Creator of beings, O Lord of 
beings, O God of gods, O Ruler of the universe, You Your¬ 
self know Yourself by Yourself. 


| ^MltW OTcTHT 31CTR glFfr | Jfntm 

PhKn, , 3 TOT 

p jI : g(ciaii^ ar^rM cafe! twr 
rllR Wfl&i 3 r51cM -JlMcMrl 'jWcWICH, 11 IS II 

O Supreme Person, You Yourself know Yourself by 
Yourself; namely, by virtue of Your knowledge! O Creator 
of beings, namely, O Originator of all beings! O Lord of all 
beings, namely, O Controller of all beings! O God of gods, 
namely, O the Supreme Deity even of all divinities! Just as 
the gods surpass men, animals, birds, reptiles etc., in 
beauty, condescension and the host of auspicious qualities. 
You, O Lord, in the same manner, transcend all these gods 
in all these attributes! O Ruler of the universe, O Master of 
the universe! 


f^sqr | 

ssnorfctefa II 16 


II 


16. You should tell Me without reserve Your divine man¬ 
ifestations whereby You abide pervading all these worlds. 


fczrr: c*5<HIV|Rwil ^npjt^TT: ctT: sqgw 

sqiar1ri8% 11 ^ ll 

Whatever manifestations there be that are divine, unique 
to Yourself—You alone are capable of describing them 
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without exception. ‘You reveal them Yourself is the mean¬ 
ing. With these innumerable Vibhutis, these instances of 
your manifestation indicating Your will to rule, You abide, 
pervading all these worlds as their controller. 

What is the need for such description? The answer fol¬ 
lows: 


ferret | 

^ ^n-h< 4 i ii 17 ii 

17. How can I, Your devotee, know You by constantly 
meditating on You? And in what modes, O Lord, are you to 
be meditated upon by Me. 

rsrf gRiiONiin^^Hiiui^uMiui cfsr Rrar 4cff=tfij]fegiH i R ' *i i «aittlRTt>^ gtgtEq; 
xi irt || ?vs || 

I, ‘Your devotee’(Yogin), namely, one engaged in 
Bhakti Yoga, and ‘constantly meditating on You’ with 
devotion, namely, embarked on meditation on You,—how 
am I to know You, the object of meditation, as possessing a 
multitude of auspicious attributes like sovereignty etc.? 
And in what varied modes of mental dispositions.which are 
as yet untold and which are different from the intelligence, 
knowledge etc., described earlier, are You the Controller 
of all, to be meditated upon by me. 

wm || 18 II 

18. Speak to me again in full, O Kn>na, about Your attri¬ 
butes and glories. For I am not satiated by hearing Your 
ambrosial words. 
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SI3<^” ($ o \<1 ) 3tf> 

1=r*jjcT Pwu-i ^ ^r: Rw^r 1 ■sror 39 toh *t gRt". 

qr 3 ^ WT «^FT: 55WT U3 fcfcaT # «fiE3W: II U II 

Speak to me again in full, your association with the qual¬ 
ities of being the creator etc., and Your sovereignty, Your 
rulership, which have been briefly described in ‘I am the 
origin of all; from Me proceed everything’(10.8). For I am 
not satiated by hearing Your ambrosial words. The mean¬ 
ing is, ‘My enthusiasm to know more and more of your 
ambrosial teachings is known to You.’ 

HKrlWl £ II 19 II 

The Lord said: 

19. Indeed I shall tell you, O Arjuna, My auspicious man¬ 
ifestations (Vibhutis)—those that are prominent among 
these. There is no end to their extent. 

^$s%n3lur: nraRi?T: igr uHtt i tt^ rs wif 

^(^o|RS) | 3P#3r£«l: SKT3OT 

ft*#: ^nftr, i 

l^nnRSfff, ip^fgpsna^:WTOcprwrf%#39FE»r ^ 
I' (? 0 lo) I <TOTn?t<il < i9t«^Pi(5?i 

ddWr4«Uf 5^*1 | ‘3^^#3T5TV#i|fT: 

<4Wtrl | ^fci Hcqi 4^Jtt^4M{-Wp4dl: IT ( ?o \C ) $1virWf || *4, || 

O Arjuna, I shall tell you My auspicious manifesta¬ 
tions—those that are prominent among these. The term 
‘Pradhanya’ connotes pre-eminence. For it will be said, 
‘Know Me to be the chief among family priests’ (10.24). I 
shall declare to you those that are prominent in the world. 
For it would not be possible to tell or listen to them in 
detail, because there is no limit to them. To be a Vibhuti, 
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the manifestation referred to should be under the control of 
the Lord; because it is stated: ‘He who in truth knows this 
supernal manifestation and the seat of auspicious attri¬ 
butes’ (10.7), after listing the various kinds of mental dis¬ 
positions like intelligence etc., of all beings. Similarly it has 
been stated there that ‘being the creator etc.,’ is meant 
by the term Yoga, and that their ‘being actuated,’ meant 
by the term Vibhuti. Again it is stated: ‘I am the origin of 
all; from me proceed everything; thinking thus, the wise 
worship Me with all devotion’ (10.8). 

Sri Krsna clearly declares that he rules over all creatures 
by actuating them from within as their Self. He also 
declares His being the creator, sustainer and destroyer of 
everything, as connoted by the term Yoga. 

aigMKUr I 

^ ignwrcf ^ ^ \\ 20 II 

20. I am the Seif, O Arjuna, dwelling in the hearts of all 
beings. I am the beginning, the middle and also the end of all 
beings. 

airafcw r 3E#Et: 1 sim 
%qm^ 

aftEna t m: <Vii$S) ‘$k:: q fociwi ic i afc i 

ii’ # l ^ ^—‘n: 3 % ^5 

(rlltM?*4l ijrl ^iPl •T I wlpii 

vjct|-4WHl ±w4ci |^rT3TlcnHt#3^T:’ # ’q 3*P#T IcIER; 

SICTHlS*# ww * q*q 3Ttc*tr q 3TCfl1WTRl *mfrT tT <T 
anvqwidfKtf T:' (5T°qo^hl^o) | 

qq 3k»kW I SElfest: 3Tff qvq q 3frT: q, 
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I am the Self dwelling in the heart of all beings who con¬ 
stitute My body. What istalled ‘Self is in every way the 
supporter, controller and the principal of a body. It is 
further declared: ‘And I am seated in the hearts of all; from 
Me are memory, knowledge and their removal’ (15.15), 
and ‘The Lord dwells, O Arjuna in the heart of every being 
causing them to spin round and round by His Power, as if 
set on a wheel’ (18.61). The Srutis also declare: ‘He who, 
dwelling in all beings, is within all beings, whom all beings 
do not know, whose body all beings are, who controls all 
beings from within, is your Inner Controller, immortal Self 
(Br.U., 3.7.15); and ‘He who, dwelling in the self is within 
the self, whom the self does not know, whose body the self 
is, and who controls the self from within, He is your Inner 
Controller and Immortal Self (Sata.Br., 14.5.30). Thus, I 
am the Self of all beings and I am their beginning, the mid¬ 
dle and also the end. The meaning is that I am the cause of 
their origination, sustentation and dissolution. 

^ atEHcFor arawFt 

3133ET: STfotfal | 

—‘5T £RT -4oWMWI |' (^o|^) 

a«k) | 


Thus, having explained that the Lord’s immanence in all 
beings, which are His manifestations having Him, as their 
Self, is the ground for naming them in the manner of 
Samanadhikaranya or co-ordinate predication with Him 
(i.e., predication that they are He Himself), Sri Krsna pro¬ 
ceeds to present some specific or distinguished manifesta¬ 
tions in the same style of co-ordinate predication. As the 
Lord abides as the Self in all, the final significance of all 
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terms culminates in Him. Terms such as god, man, bird, 
tree etc., though they signify the respective physical forms 
of those objects, they culminate through them in the selves 
in them as their final significance. Just like that here it is 
going to be stated in the conclusion of the account of the 
manifestations of the Lord, that the Lord’s immanence in 
them all as their Self is the basis for describing them in such 
co-ordinate predication (as He Himself). The text ‘There is 
nothing, moving or unmoving, apart from Me’(10.39) says 
that they are inseparable from Him, and this inseparability 
is the result of their being under His control. This has been 
initially declared in the words ‘All proceed from Me’(10.8). 

[ This word SamanadhiVar-'T*"- i<- travel— *4 by some also as 
‘grammatical co-ordinatidbo is paramount ahir).. which a 
number of words, usually havlda. Of reservoirs of waters, I 
used to signify an identical object. 1 . 
relation occurs in all the following verst* 
equates Himself with various objects having ^ 
tations as Atman, Visnu among the Adityas, Inu.. 

Sankara, Kubera, etc. Further explanation is given in lAe 
commentary.] 

^iq»n 4 515ft || 21 11 

21. Of Adityas I am Vi$gu, of luminous bodies I am the 
radiant sun. Of the Maruts I am Marici, and among the con¬ 
stellations I am the moon. 


djk&ll 3T3<|Eh^oj': 3PT3n^T: tST: 3^; 
'Wilci U<M4H>MI *t: ^T: uORl: 

3: 3^3: 3T^3lf^T || || 

Of Adityas, who are twelve in number, I am the twelfth 
Aditya, called Visnu, who is paramount. Of luminous 
bodies, namely, among luminaries in the world, I am the 
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sun, the most brilliant luminary. Of Maruts I am the 
paramount Marici. Of constellations, I am the moon. The 
genitive case here is not to specify one out of many included 
in a group. Its use is the same as what is exemplifed in the 
statement ‘I am the consciousness in all beings’ (10.22). I 
am the moon who is the Lord of the constellations. 


5JRT5T: I 

sf^iuii ^cRT II 22 II 


22. Of the Vedas I am Samaveda. Of gods, I am Indra. Of 
sense-organs I am the Manas (mind), and of living beings I 
am consciousne*--' - 

. . controls the self fro*" 




Controller and Immortal 

am the Self of all beingi" J ^ ^ ^ 

die and also the m ** ^ 1 ** ** " 

their origination^ ^ ^ II n II 


. cdas, namely, of Rk, Yajus, Saman, Atharva, I 
d-iutriat Samaveda which is the paramount one.,Of the gods, 
I am Indra. Of eleven sense-organs, I am the sense- organ 
called Manas which is most paramount. Of living beings, 
namely, of those with consciousness, I am that conscious¬ 
ness. Here too the genitive is not used for specifying. 


srcjjir mwwmiR*! RtaRtowgii || 23 II 

23. Of the Rudras I am Sankara. Of the Yak$as and 
Rak$asas, I am the Lord of wealth (Kubera). Of the Vasus, I 
am Agni; of the mountains, I am Meru. 


wnn.'tswsiwi w- 3^3^; ^n^sreRr 

wr ;: RiyRuii Rvs^ilfJRt Utfawi nrif hs: II ^ II 

Of eleven Rudras I am Sankara. Of Yaksas and Raksasas 
I am Kubera, son of Visravas. Among the eight Vasus I anj 
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Agni. Of mountains, namely, of those mountains whicn 
shine with peaks, I am Meru. 

5&WI tT W | 

^TFR: II 24 II 

24. Among family priests, O Arjuna, know Me to be the 
chief Bfhaspati. Of generals, I am Skanda. Of reservoirs of 
water, I am the ocean. 


3tf$T, TO1TWF: 3^3^ || W || 

I am that Brhaspati who is paramount among family 
priests. Of generals, I am Skanda. Of reservoirs of waters, I 
am the ocean. 

SsITO SrWsTki^ ^^TcRTUTT HfflcOT: || 25 II 

25. Of the great seers, I am Bhfgu. Of words, I am the 
single-lettered word Om. Of sacrifices, I am the sacrifice of 
Japa. Of immovable things I am the Himalayas. 

3^; arofiJraifor: ftc:, $m. 

To: 31?^ 3lf§T; 9$^ 35g®: smff: 3tfPt, q&wwmri 

3t?*f II ^ II 

Of great seers like MarTci etc., I am Bhrgu. Words are 
sounds that convey meaning. Of such words, I am the 
single-lettered word Pranava (Or Om). Of the sacrifices, I 
am the sacrifice of Japa (sacred formula silently repeated) 
which is the most prominent form of sacrificial offerings. Of 
immovables or mountains, I am the Himalaya. 

TFqgfori Rtew i II 26 II 
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26. Of trees I am the Asvattha. Of celestial seers, I am 
Narada. Of the Gandharvas I am Citraratha. Of the per¬ 
fected, I am Kapila. 

*l^rtiuii ^Rioit ? SRl Rffl^ II 27 || 

27. Of horses know Me to be Uccailysravas the nectar-born. 
Of lordly elephants, I am Airavata, and of men, I am the 
monarch. 

era | 

SRHtllftl II 28 I) 

28. Of weapons, I am Vajra (thunderbolt). Of cows, I am 
Kamadhiik. I am Kandarpa, the cause of progeny. Of ser¬ 
pents, I am Vasuki. 

3H«*Ranf^r hmmi eppofr | 

|| 29 II 

29. Of snakes, I am Ananta. Of aquatic-beings I am 
Varupa. Of manes, I am Aryama. Of subduers, I am Yama. 

«4fHPi ^T: srac«r ds' 1 ^flbir pot irm3«ihI 

| %3FIPBBRT 3lf^T | Ig*wi 4l*lPfawi 4WKiH4I: 

3^ II ^ II 

3TSHT W*) 3*f:?ERT W | '|3KI<J|i HWti 

nrUfe | $1 iUl*H4I 3lfa£»?fel<Jpq; |=KIW 

U^^TilRUr^ II ^VS II 

i.frflitifajktHinvfreKiqq^, ftag g dfr : \wm: 
^3^3#r, wfi: 93$WM;3#T II II 
^pirq^Rti:, vifcwif^T:, 4Pfl: 3T^, 

4®3«wi ^3PE3RT: 3^»( || ^ II 
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Of trees I am Asvattha which is worthy of worship. Of 
celestial seers I am Narada. Kamadhuk is the divine cow. I 
am Kandarpa, the cause of progeny. Sarpas are 
single-headed snakes while Nagas are many-headed 
snakes. Aquatic creatures are known as Yadamsi. Of them 
I am Varuna. Of subduers, I am Yama, the son of the 
sun-god. 


JfTFnT xT || 30 It 


30. Of Oaityas, I am Prahlada. Of reckoners, I am 
Death.Of beasts, I am the lion, and of birds I am Garugla the 
son of Vinata. 


J IJ3J: 31^1^ || 3° || 

Of those who reckon with the desire to cause evil, I am 
the god of death—(here an emissary of his who records the 
time of death of creatures is meant). 

■tftdFRW f ^T '- j n ^fen || 31 ll 

31. Of moving things, I am the wind. Of those who bear 
weapons, I am Rama. Of Ashes, I am Makara, and of rivers, 
I am Gapga. 

writ iW*R«WWMi q«R: 1 srenflf tR: 3^ I ^^r^SIsT 

| ^ ^tr 3ii<4t^W *ifk«wi 

# 5T^tBR«n#iT: || m || 

Of moving things, namely, of things whose nature is to 
move, I am the wind. Of those who bear weapons, I am 
Rama. Here the quality of bearing weapons is the Vibhuti, 
as no other sense is possible. Aditya etc., being individual 
selves, constitute attributes of the Lord, who is their Self as 
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they constitute His body. Therefore they stand in the same 
position of the attribute as that of bearing weapons. 



|| 32 II 

32. Of creatures, I am the beginning and the end, and also 
the middle, O Arjuna. Of sciences I am the science of self (of 
the individual and Universal Self). Of those who argue, I am 
the fair reasoning. 


?f^i 3tlfe •m 4<5I ^JvrtWMWi "Hc$4l Stlf^RT ct5t 

35t 'tftSH: | cWT TFT: tiljkiWIMi rPT rt^ 

3t^ n^r | cistr xr iw urarf ^3t ui<4WWHi uwPIhr^ ^ I 



3WT. II n II 


Those that undergo creation are ‘creatures’. Their begin¬ 
ning is the cause. The meaning is that, of the creatures 
which are being created at all times, I am Myself the 
creator. Similarly, I am the end, namely the destroyer of 
everyone of those who are being destroyed at all times. 
Similarly I am the middle, namely, the sustentation. The 
meaning is, I am the sustainer of those who are being sus¬ 
tained at all times. Of those who indulge in Jalpa (argu¬ 
ment) and Vitanda (perverse criticism) etc., I am the fair 
reasoning which determines the truth. 


i ci kin l: e a u w kj •kj?*: 1 t: n k e rrc> 


SFraf *TRTTft : || 33 || 

33. Of letters, I am the alphabet ‘a’. Of compound words, I 
am the Dvandva (copulative). I am Myself imperishable 
Time. I am the Creator, facing every side. 

* r< fau i ?»d ggfe : 

3tw: zm, ywiRt*: cRsar a-gww : 3t^ ; ^ % 
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I 3SlJp53?f^Wr: 31W. 9cf; 33e}^5J 

%TOTOf: =3^^: 3^ || 33 H 

Of letters 1 am the alphabet 'a', which is the base of all 
letters as established in the Sruti: 'The letter 'a' itself is all 
speech' (Ai.Ai., 3.2.3). Samasika means collection of com¬ 
pound words. In it, I am the Dvandva compound; it is emi¬ 
nent because the meanings of both constituent terms are 
important. I am Myself imperishable Time composed of 
(divisions like) Kala, Muhurta etc. I am the four-faced 
Hiranyagarbha who is the creator of all. 

$TJTT || 34 || 

34. I am also death which snatches all away. I am the origin 
of all that shall be born. Among women, I am fame, prosper¬ 
ity, speech, memory, intelligence, endurance and forgive¬ 
ness. 

I am also death which snatches away the life of all. Of 
those that shall be born I am that called birth. Of women 
(i.e., of goddesses who are the powers of the Lord) I am 
prosperity (Sri); I am fame (KIrtI); I am speech (Vak); I am 
memory (Smrti); I am intelligence (Medha); I am endur¬ 
ance (Dhrti); and I am forgiveness (Ksama). 

ctot ^rrei qreft ghwwsH, I 

HWRT II 35 II 

35. Of Saman hymns, I am the Bfhatsaman. Of meters, I 
am the Gayatri. Of months, I am Margasir$a (Nov-Dec). 
And of seasons I am the season of flowers. 

TUdt ponw 3^, nro# 3^, ^ir ll y*. II 
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Of Saman hymns. I am the Brhatsaman. Of meters. I am 
the GayatrT. Of seasons, I am the season of flowers 
(spring). 


iprtsf^T ^«f II 36 II 

36. Of the fraudulent, I am gambling. I am the brilliance of 
the brilliant. I am victory, I am effort. I am the magnanim¬ 
ity of the magnanimous. 

I 3tf^r, eiiewifiHi 

sqcj^r. <Hr^=|r|i Ptr=l *jgw«n?c**l II ^ II 

Of those who practise fraud with a view to defeat each 
other, I am gambling such as dicc-ph me., I am the victory 
of those who achieve victory. I am the effort of those who 
make effort. I am the magnanimity of those who possess 
magnanimity of mind. 

cll^cJlsI^T SRIW: I 

fjfowtiftf sq^T: chcjVlMjftMl || 37 II 

37. Of Vr§pis I am Vasudeva. Of Pantfavas, I am Arjuna. Of 
sages I am Vyasa and of seers, I am Usana (Sukra). 

lwsyi-fi wt:ar^rt 3^ 

*ji4l 3t§*p, <+><^41 : 11 ^vs 11 

Here the Supreme Vibhuti (manifestation) is that of 
being the son of Vasudeva, because no other meaning is 
possible. Of sons of Pandu, I am Dhananjaya or Arjuna. Of 
sages who perceive truth by meditation, I am Vyasa. The 
seers are those who are wise. 

jftr ggiHT §tr §nHcraiir^ || 38 II 
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38. Of those that punish, I am the principle of punishment. 
Of these that seek victory, I am policy. Of secrets, I am also 
silence. And of those who are wise, I am wisdom. 

^->3 ^i4dl S: 3IPT | mi 4191*1*^11 ifrfcT: 3tf^t | 

|JjyWI nwpfcrj ul'-H'j Stfrir, siM'H* - !! ?lH xf 3I5H. II II 

I am the power of punishment of those who punish, if law 
is transgressed. In regard to those who seek victory I am 
policy which is the means of getting victory. Of factors 
associated with secrecy, I am silence. I am the wisdom of 
those who are wise. 

5T cR[f^T II 39 II 

39. I am also that which is the seed of all beings, O Arjuna. 
Nothing that moves or does not move, exists without Me. 

3^03 I JRT SWRfefcM fHRT rt^3t^T; 

'apnritr 351%^ q 4 \di$iwlwr: r <><>ro> # sesm^; ^ sgfet 
■eRTxttip I’^atit3tlrN<Wl leWfiilRVf | 

«WHiRj*+i<wyP^PS?q 3tRWWi # smii || ^ || 

Of all beings, in whatever condition they may exist, 
whether manifest or not, I alone am that state. Whatever 
host of beings are said to exist, they do not exist without Me 
as their Self. In the statement, ‘Nothing that moves or does 
not move exists without Me’, it is taught that the Lord exists 
as the Self, as said in the beginning: ‘I am the Self, seated in 
the hearts of all beings’ (10.20). The purport is that the 
entire host of beings in every state, is united with Me, their 
Self. By this He makes it clear that He, being the Self of all 
things, is the ground for His being denoted by everything in 
co-ordinate predication. 
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?TRTtef^T W Ro^wi ORcW I 

Q?ST < 3^9 id: vftrh) IRT || 40 II 

40. There is no limit to My divine manifestations. Here the 
extent of such manifestations has been made in brief by Me. 

JWHjatte 'fetU'ifcw *jcfln^3Ml "T 3il*<l I *FTT%feR, 

OTlffelRr: II yo II 

There is no limit to the divine and auspicious manifesta¬ 
tions of My will to rule. But it has been described to some 
extent by Me in brief by means of a few illustrations. 

cJT | 

rl^ l ^ l ’HM^ || 41 || 

41. Whatever being is possessed of power, or of splendour, 
or of energy, know that as coming from a fragment of My 
power. 

-jejrh c(r[ rt^>W rUlS3K-»H'H4 s ?fit 3wrw» | 

^sr: m PhawiiW^fl 

II y* II 

Whatever host of beings has ‘power’, namely the 
capacity and means to rule over; has ’splendour’, has beauty 
or prosperity in wealth, grains etc., has ‘energy’, namely, is 
engaged in auspicious undertakings—know such manifesta¬ 
tions as coming from a fragment of My ‘power’. Power 
(Tejas) is the capacity to overcome opposition. The mean¬ 
ing is, know them as arising from a fraction of My incon¬ 
ceivable power of subduing. 


3W3T f% $TFfrT cT cff^H | 

t»rWi|ehi^4 f^ldt || 42 || 
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42. But of what use to you is all this extensive knowledge O 
Arjuna? I stand sustaining this whole universe with a frag¬ 
ment of Mine (of My power). 


«wr wr *#=t: £n?K) 3^ l *rar 33> *t»raar 

TOF^OF —‘^l^dl^ctiSIftl I^RRTfiF^t I' (fo>5° ? ) 

# II W || 


What is the use to you of this detailed knowledge taught 
by Me? I sustain this universe with an infinitesimal fraction 
of My power—this universe consisting of sentient and 
non-sentient entities, whether in effect or causal condition, 
whether gross or subtle—in such a manner that it does not 
violate My will in preserving its proper form, existence and 
various activities. As said by Bhagavan Parasara: ‘On an 
infinitesimal fraction of this energy, this universe rests’ 
(V.P., 1.9.53). 


u.+ic&fiswirsr; 

Chapter 11 

The Vision of the Cosmic Form 






^ vSTt)*^ I 


3*^ V* MqtitMhU <|>?FfW cktW'H4«W4 RMfai^ejfrldi ^ 

WMctMtl4ll<^M4pi $1 PtKlW ?WP^T>t J l«W *W*tlr*r|*W: 3t^T 

I <WT'33'Vt*ieK4wKI^SW*tKs5l < <^ -<h4^4h^ ^M^'d II’ 

'cf^EPT ^'IcftcH nfi*w4=W T I'(^IU,^) #11^^ I 


Thus, for originating Bhakti Yoga and helping its 
growth, it was taught that He is the Self of all beings. Along 
with it was given a description of the host of his auspicious 
attributes, different from all others, and natural and unique 
to Him. The entire collection of things, composed of sen¬ 
tient and non-sentient entities, distinct from Him, has its 
proper form, existence and activities depending upon Him, 
as it constitutes His body. Having heard from the Lord of 
this divine nature, unique to the Lord, and of the entire uni¬ 
verse as having its proper form, existence and activity 
dependent on Him, and being convinced of the truth of tfiis 
doctrine, Arjuna, still desirous of perceiving the Lord in 
this way, conveyed his longing to Him. By the grace of the 
Lord, he was able to see Him later as will be described. It 
will be told in the sequels how ‘...full of wonders, infinite, 
and with faces in all directions.. .and remaining in a particu¬ 
lar spot, the whole universe with its manifold divisions etc.’ 
(11.11-13) was seen by Arjuna. 

\3=j|x| 

3r*WlTt> f^TcTt JUT || 1 || 
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Arjuna said: 

1. To show favour to Me, You have told me that most pro¬ 
found mystery concerning the self; by that, this delusion of 
mine is dispelled. 


ntf|cR3T jw »WT Jff tRW 

431§T' (^IV^) ^rq'Mi : 33^, m?:^ktf ft'w: 

|| \ || 


To show favour to me, who is deluded by the misconcep¬ 
tion that the body is the self, these words of supreme mys¬ 
tery concerned with the self, i.e,, which is a proper descrip¬ 
tion of the self, have been spoken by You in words begin¬ 
ning from ‘There was never a time when I did not exist’ 
(2.12) and ending with, ‘Therefore, O Arjuna, become a 
Yogin’ (6.46). By that this delusion of mine about the self is 
entirely removed. 


*wim4) % ^cfHT fo Rregft wn \ 

X|M^ || 2 || 

2. The origination and dissolution of all beings, O Kf$pa, 
(as issuing from You) have been heard verily by me at length 
as also Your immutable greatness. 

«WT 39i*w4*Ti c=wW(cil<Tt>Hr '^TRlc^rTiMWkndl 

ddtRWcW ) m %ft | t W1W asr 3tapf 

fSlRldP)lhl^dl^'H4il|fTl5 33T <33 Mh? l c*4 ?3j3^ 

% || ^ || 

Likewise, beginning from the seventh and ending with 
the tenth discourse, the origination and dissolution of all 
beings other than You, as issuing from You, the Supreme 
Self, have been heard at length by me. Your unlimited 
greatness, immutable and eternal, Your principalship 
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(Sesitva) over all sentient and non-sentient things, Your 
supreme greatness consisting of the host of auspicious attri¬ 
butes like knowledge, strength etc., Your being the suppor¬ 
ter of all things and actuator of all activities like thinking, 
blinking etc., have also been heard. Here the term, ‘ hi ’ 
(verily) expresses the desire to have the vision which is 
going to be revealed. 

% W&m || 3 II 

3. O Supreme Lord, how You described Yourself, even so 
are You. I wish to see Your Lordly form, O Supreme Per¬ 
son. 

^ arsrgcmr 3tTr*r ^ s<4lfa I 

^ SHRMcT FT 3§ I T 

II 3 II 

O Supreme Lord, it is certain that it is even as you have 
described Yourself. O Supreme Person, O ocean of com¬ 
passion for your dependants! I, however, wish to see or 
wish to realise directly, Your Lordly form peculiar to 
you—the form as the sovereign, protector, creator, 
destroyer, supporter of all, the mine of auspicious attri¬ 
butes, supreme and distinct from all other entities. 

^ wn swt I 

cleft ^ rET II 4 II 

4. If you think, O Lord, that it can be seen by me, then, O 
Lord of Yoga, reveal Yourself to me completely. 


trot, <# ztfm (Uio 



2-6] 


THE VISION OF THE COSMIC FORM 


357 


II v II 

If You think that Your form as all-creator, as all-ruler 
and as all-supporter, can be seen by me, then, O Lord of 
Yoga—Yoga is the property of having knowledge and other 
auspicious attributes, for it will be said later on: ‘Behold 
My Lordly Yoga’ (11.8)—O treasure of knowledge, 
strength, sovereignty, valour, power and glory which are 
inconceivable in any one else! Reveal Yourself to me com¬ 
pletely. ‘Avyayam ’ (completely) is an adverb. The meaning 
is, ‘Reveal everything about Yourself to me.’ 

Thus, prayed to oy Arjuna, who was desirous to know, 
and whose voice was therefore choked with fervour, the 
Lord said as follows to him: 




iitUEeilEBtSilLGKJGIELLIIEJTillGl 


The Lord said: 


5. Behold My forms, O Arjuna, hundreds upon 
thousands, manifold, divine, varied in hue and shape. 


tRRT if 3PT3T3RT: ^ *ihiRNiP| 



II s II 


Behold My forms which are the foundation of all, hun¬ 
dreds upon thousands, varied and possessing manifold 
modes. They are divine, i.e., supernatural. They are 
multi-formed and multi-coloured like white, black etc. And 
they are of varied configurations. Behold that form! 



JRjcPRfsn' | 



ll 6 II 
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6. Behold the Adityas, the Vasus, the Rudras, the two 
Asvins and the Maruts. Behold, O Arjuna, many marvels 
never seen before. 


atreraffarm || % || 


Behold in My single form (i.e., the many forms in the one 
form revealed to Arjuna), the twelve Adityas, eight Vasus, 
eleven Rudras, the two Asvins and forty-nine Maruts. This 
is just illustrative. Behold all those things directly perceived 
in this world and those described in the Sastras, and also 
many marvels, not seen before in all the worlds and in all 
the Sastras. 


#R*>j ^xRIxK^ | 

JW II 7 II 

7. Behold here, O Arjuna, the whole universe with its 
mobile and immobile things centred in My body and what¬ 
ever else you desire to see. 







'JJsrqJFr || « n 


‘Here’, in this one body of Mine, and even there, 
gathered together in a single spot, behold the universe with 
all mobile and immobile entities. Whatever else you desire 
to see (i.e., Arjuna’s chances of victory), behold that also in 
one part of this single body. 


5T § nt | 

33lfir ^ ft II 8 II 
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8. But you will not be able to see Me with your own eye. I 
give you a divine eye. Behold My Lordly Yoga! 


nif^T FTEI^ir lit aiqftW sg * wrcf | 

aisufcr | ^ it ^it q^ivmu i #t qwr, jw 

^ rRUT || C || 


I shall reveal to you the whole universe in one part of my 
body. But, with your physical eye, which can see only 
limited and conditioned things, you cannot behold Me, 
such as I am, different in kind from everything else and 
illimitable. So I bestow on you, a divine, namely, super¬ 
natural, eye by which you may perceive Me. Behold My 
Lordly Yoga*(sovereign endowment)! Behold My unique 
Yoga (special power)! The meaning is, ‘Behold My Yoga 
such as infinite knowledge and such other attributes and 
endless manifestations of lordly power!’ 





TFOfa tRJT II 9 II 


Safijaya said: 

9. Having spoken, O King, Sri Kf§na, the great Lord of 
Yoga, then revealed to Arjuna the supreme Lordly Form. 


m<=ih;<wht araf^ict: qpfairjoV'jil 

■wruvk'jt ^ rpirat: 



^^11 II 


Having thus spoken, Sri Krsna,' who is the great Lord of 
Yoga, namely, the Lord of supremely wonderful attri¬ 
butes— Sri Krsna who is Narayana, the Supreme Brahman 
now incarnated as the son of Arjuna’s maternal uncle and 
seated as a charioteer in his chariot—showed Arjuna, the 
son of Pritha His paternal aunt, that Lordly form uniquely 
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His own, which is the ground of the entire universe, which 
is manifold and wonderful, and which rules over every¬ 
thing. 

And that form was like this: 

n 10 || 

10. With innumerable mouths and eyes, many marvellous 
aspects, many divine ornaments and many divine weapons. 


Hdfc* 4*4*4 l«l*cidl*i<si*^ || 11 || 


11. Wearing celestial garlands and raiments, anointed with 
divine perfumes, full of all wonders, resplendent, boundless 
and facing all directions. 


II II 


‘Divyam’ means resplendent. ‘Anantam’ (boundless) 
means that form is not limited by time and space because of 
its being the foundation of the entire universe in the past, 
present and future. ‘Visvatomukham’ means facing in all 
directions. This form is adorned with divine raiments, per¬ 
fumes, garlands, ornaments and weapons appropriate to it. 


He explains the same resplendence expressed by the 
term ‘Divyam’: 
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with the appropriate divine eyes granted by the grace of the 
Lord, the ‘entire universe’ consisting of Prakrti (material 
Nature) and the selves, all remaining in ‘one single spot,’ 
namely, at one single point. He beheld ‘the whole universe’ 
With all its sub-divisions, differentiated into varied and 
wonderful classes of experiencing beings like Brahma, 
gods, animals, men, immovables etc., and the places, 
objects and means of experiences such as earth, ether, 
Rasatala, Atala, Vitala, Sutala etc. He beheld thus the 
entire universe as depicted in such texts as those starting 
with ‘I am the origin of all; from Me proceed everything’ 
(10.8), ‘Indeed I shall tell you, O Arjuna, My glorious 
self-manifestations’ (10.19), ‘I am the Self, O Arjuna, dwel¬ 
ling in the hearts of all beings’ (10.20), and ‘Of Adityas, I 
am Visnu’ (10.21), and ending with ‘Nothing that moves or 
does not move exists without Me’ (10.39), and ‘I remain, 
with a single fraction of Myself sustaining this whole uni¬ 
verse’ (10.42). 

cRT: tsfor shsw: i 

pjf fdlgfoUMMd || 14 II 

14. Then he, Arjuna, overcome with amazement, his hairs 
standing erect, bowed his head to the Lord, and with folded 
hands spoke. 

r!cT: SR3PT: JUpaNflRT JrW-W ^PTct: 

II W II 

Then Arjuna became overcome with amazement on 
seeing the Lord, at a point of whose being this wonderful 
universe in its entirety stands supported, who enables all 
things to act, and who is the possessor of a host of auspi¬ 
cious attributes like omniscience. With his hairs standing 
erect, he bowed down like a stick, and with folded hands, 
he spoke thus: 
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3(^T 

sl^untW 

ijfc n 15 ll 

Arjuna said: 

15. I behold, O Lord, in Your body all the gods and all the 
diverse hosts of beings, Brahma, Siva (Isa) who is in 
Brahma, the seers and the lustrous snakes. 

rM <iia , rPtT 

cwr asrf&r 

?WT i i*t. < 9hi*i^ ii II 

O Lord! I behold in Your body all gods and all classes of 
living beings as also Brahma, the four-faced ruler of the 
cosmic egg. So too Siva (Isa) who is seated in the lotus-sea¬ 
ted Brahma, meaning that Siva abides by the directions of 
Brahma. So also all the seers of whom the divine seers are 
the foremost; and lustrous snakes like Vasuki, Taksaka etc. 

q^nflr tol II 16 || 

16. With manifold arms, stomachs, mouths and eyes, I 

behold Your infinite form on all sides. I see no end, no mid¬ 

dle nor the beginning too of You, O Lord of the universe, O 
You of Universal Form. 

3ERT^t rEft S#T: I 

q?T: ?aPR[ 3FRT., 3RT: * fT: <Sife ^ 

II ^ II 
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I behold Your infinite form on all sides with many 
arms,stomachs, mouths and eyes. O Lord of the universe, 
namely, the controller of the universe, O Universal Form 
having the universe as Your body! As You are infinite, 
therefore, I see no end, no middle and no beginning for 
You. 


q^Tlfir r3T 

II 17 11 

17. I behold You as a mass of light shining everywhere, with 
diadem, mace and discus, hard to behold, blazing like a 
burning fire and the sun, and immeasurable. 

ctakiRi <£|(hhti cW Pbdli'i 

^ II t'S II 

I behold you a mass of light shining everywhere, hard to 
look at, blazing like a burning fire and the sun. You, who 
are identifiable with Your divine diadem, mace and discus, 
are indefinable and immeasurable. 

ccUR*! tR f%ETRJ^ | 

ccWoW: 

JTcTt $ || 18 II 

18. You are the Imperishable, Supreme One to be realised. 
You are the Supreme Substratum of this universe. You are 
immutable, the guardian of the eternal law, I know You are 
the Supreme Person who is everlasting. 

<3° so ? 1 ? iv) s|l5d«>4cHii qtn3 
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EEprcf^cT:, •MrWr.Mi <lQt*W^5T ^ 'PTfoT aftftte&l, 

5TP>g?TW 3f&><w safer u.cwii^r-. aigaft: ?g^ 

%JT | WTcff: r^gWfERtir (cf.OT.^ts) •tRlcqi; 

5W;' (go 30 3R|C) i^%^d : -W l dH g W : I 

tli«HI<^idl JWT || ^ || 

You alone are the Supreme ‘Imperishable Person’ indi¬ 
cated as that which ought to be realised in such Upanisadic 
passages as,: ‘Two sciences are to be known’ (Mun.U., 
1.1.4). You alone are the ‘Supreme Substratum’ of the uni¬ 
verse, i.e., supreme support of this universe. You are ‘im¬ 
mutable’, namely, not liable to mutation. Whatever might 
be your attributes and divine manifestations, You remain 
unchanged in Your form. You alone are the guardian of 
‘the eternal law’—You who protect the eternal Dharma of 
the Veda by incarnations like this. I know you are the ever¬ 
lasting Person. I know You are the eternal Person, 
described in such passages as, ‘I know this great Purusa’ 
(Tai.A., 3.12.7) and ‘Person who is higher than the high’ 
(Mun.U., 3.2.8). You, who were till now known to me as 
the most distinguished of the race of Yadu, have been 
realised by me now through direct perception as of this 
nature, i.e., of a nature unknown to me before. Such is the 
meaning. 


'WctoRTI || 19 II 

19. I behold You as without beginning, middle and end. 
Your might is infinite. You are endowed with an endless 
number of arms. The sun and moon are Your eyes. Your 
mouth is emitting burning fire. With Your own radiance 
You are warming the whole universe. 
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sFFrtftfn aw«iRw>iCta w4Wh, 

SEsfartf-., awRwfcfrwgiR g ^j^ifo>&wi fafof I w-rraiff 
aft fe &w i gn , ^Ttsftuasfai^, w^i^mi«w«wiR+h, suftw< 

^ j*Hi<*ww^TK^4^m ^=«4h, 3 *3f**H, «w>w>riR af% 
5R31?:, dOtM^HT-^ ^ ‘TOifr ’falR felt 3^fe ^ 

? fegiW: II’ I 

jlHgdKfrm y&H^KA I HeWil , «fcW$S**«H, **lifclOT fe^f 35 
rfM^—%3f: tTOfa*w*wiw4nj ■H'iiHlH rWl'Mi dM»d r=lt MWlffl I 

q^j 3tWR^T U^llRldKH., 

SlHKWRRldJJUWI’RH, ajlRw^KKlRd^ U.d^feil^ r^t ^#fet 
41iyir*<l{il frUsf: I 

^un<iij| - u.<wtkf ^fefen^ 3MtwRMMr<^ ^ar 

jawlfeiRotii^id^:, at*w wlRdRoiwi?i:, a? ^ 

SfR&T: ll ^ II 

I behold You as without beginning, middle and end. 
Your might is infinite, of unsurpassed excellence. Here the 
term ‘might’ is used for illustration. The meaning is that 
You are the sole repository of knowledge, strength, 
sovereignty, valour, power and glory, one whose excel¬ 
lence cannot be surpassed. Your arms are infinite, i.e., they 
are countless. This is also for illustration, implying that You 
have an infinite number of arms, stomachs, feet, mouths 
etc. The sun and moon are Your eyes; all Your eyes are like 
the moon and the sun, beaming with grace and power. The 
grace is directed towards the devotees like the gods who 
offer salutations etc., and power is directed against Asuras, 
Raksasas etc., who are opposed to these. For it will be said 
later on: ‘The Raksasas flee on all sides in fear, and all the 
hosts of Siddhas bow down to You’ (11.36). Your mouth is 
emitting fire, namely, the fire appropriate for destroy¬ 
ing all things, as the Fire of Time consumes the world at the 
time of dissolution. With Your own radiance You are 
warming the universe. By radiance (Tejas) is meant the 
power to vanquish others. I behold You warming (or gov- 
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erning) the universe with Your own radiance. The meaning 
is this: ‘I directly realise You’ as taught before as the 
Creator of all, as the supporter of everything, as the 
sovereign over everything, as the destroyer of everything, 
as the ocean of knowledge and other infinite attributes, as 
without beginning, middle and end, and as possessing a 
divine body of this nature. How, in one divine body, can 
there be many stomachs etc? This is possible in the follow¬ 
ing way: From a hip of infinite extent, stomachs etc., as 
described, branch off upwards. The divine feet etc., branch 
off downwards. So there is no contradiction in attributing a 
pair of eyes for each face. 

^ at? ^ SPqfaar sraw # ati?— 

‘On perceiving You to be thus, the gods etc., and myself, 
have become frightened—says Arjuna in the following 
words: 


othH ccH&H I 

l-^d 

II 20 II 

20. You alone have pervaded the interspace between heaven 
and earth, and all the quarters. Beholding Your marvellous 
and terrible form, O Mahatman, the three worlds are 
greatly overwhelmed with fear. 


at^KrMili 5 ET <?4l<*wi 

3rrr; areroT:, «i?t ^ 3m-. fasf^r, *#•. 

3T5RKI5T: feiy 3IIOT: 1 


atpitfcj 


f, araratfcui; nnoRT 
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^pcpcpr 3 ^? rtl'tm't) flonfer s^rp^’ 11 ll 

The terms, ‘heaven and earth,’ imply all the upper and 
lower worlds. The ‘Antara’, or that between heaven and 
earth, denotes the space between them in which are located 
all the worlds. You alone pervade all the space and all the 
quarters. ‘Beholding Your marvellous and terrible form,’ 
beholding Your form of infinite length and extent, marvell¬ 
ous and terrible, the three worlds are trembling. Gods 
headed by Brahma, the Asuras, the manes, the Siddhas, 
the Gandharvas, the Yaksas, and Raksasas have come with 
a desire to see the battle. All the ‘three worlds’ consisting of 
these friendly, antagonistic and neutral beings are 
extremely frightened. ‘Mahatman’ means one, the dimen¬ 
sion of whose mind has no limits. It has to be understood 
that like Arjuna, other beings also were granted by the 
Lord the divine eye capable of directly perceiving the Form 
which supports the universe. If it be asked why, the reply is 
that it was for demonstrating to Arjuna His sovereignty. 
Hence it is stated here: ‘Beholding Your marvellous and 
terrible form, O Mahatman, the three worlds are greatly 
overwhelmed with fear.’ 

snft ^ f^rf% 

r3T qpfftflfa: || 21 II 

21. Verily into You the hosts of Devas enter. Some in fear 
extol You with clasped hands. Crying ‘Hail’ the bands of 
great-seers and Siddhas praise You with meaningful hymns. 

srtt gtfrar: vJCJKl: SISRStW SKHItrl: fcllPrl I 

■yutprl 3?nRl[f% | : fegtM: xf 
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gejssifj*; ^lj%: 

II *MI 

These hosts of superior Devas beholding You as the 
foundation of the universe, rejoice and move towards You. 
Among them, some in fear, on seeing Your extremely terri¬ 
ble and wonderful form, ‘extol’, namely pronounce sen¬ 
tences in the form of praise, according to their knowledge. 
Others, the bands of seers and Siddhas, knowers of the 
truth, higher and lower, saying ‘Hail’, glorify You in hymns 
of abounding prafse which are suitable to the Lord. 

'WlRcMI W^TIW 



r^T || 22 II 

22. The Rudras, the Adityas, the Vasus, the Sadhyas, the 
ViSvas, the Asvins, the Maruts and the manes, and the hosts 
of Gandharvas, Yak§as, Asuras, and Siddhas—all gaze 
upon You in amazement. 


fow iq; mm-, c# u ^ \\ 

Usmapa means manes, because the Sruti declares: ‘Ver¬ 
ily the manes receive the hot portions of the offerings’ 
(Tai.Br., 1.3.10). All these, struck with amazement, 
behold You. 

Rflq # 3i|3 1 i^Mld*i I 

UotiRidi^vi r ^ ll 23 II 


370 


SRI RAMANUJA GITA BHASYA 


[Ch. 11 


23. Beholding Your great form with many mouths and eyes, 
with many arms, thighs, and feet, with many stomachs and 
terrible with many teeth, the worlds tremble, and I too 
quake, O mighty-armed. 

VR1JT: || ^3 II 

Beholding Your mighty form, as described earlier, which 
is an exceedingly terrifying figure because of the large 
teeth—all the worlds, described earlier and containing three 
kinds of beings, friendly, antagonistic and neutral, and I 
myself too have become panic-stricken. 


oilWWH ^H^ll'c*^ | 

^cll % yoqfodbrl'tlcHl 

^ ^ =ET folOTrt || 24 II 

24. When I behold You touching the Supreme Heaven, 
shining, multicoloured, with yawning mouths and large 
resplendent eyes, my inner being trembles in fear. I am 
unable to find support or peace, O Vi§nu. 


«Mlm/ (Jl?RTo ?R) dW:TOdlcf (%o^o 

3|C;(3S=RTo RI^RHIH) 

(^io cR^aitirar^, 

yfRldTcH-M W^ 

I ft (^Ro) I 



’T UOROT 5T 55^ I JFTCT: W ?%PPlf | 


y|$lRiWW«tf«W*l ^ WlRl || ^y || 
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The term ‘Nabhas’ denotes the Supreme Heaven (Parama- 
Vyoman), which is beyond the Prakrti composed of the 
three Gunas as established by the Sruti passages such as: 
‘That is in the Imperishable Supreme Heaven’ (Ma.Na.U., 
1.2), ‘Him, sun-coloured and beyond Tamas’ (Sve., 3.8) 
‘The dweller beyond the Rajas’ (Rg.S., 2.6.25.5) and ‘He 
who is the president in the Supreme Heaven’ (Rg.S., 
8.9.17.7). This can be understood as implied in the state¬ 
ment that ‘the form touches the Supreme Heaven.’ It 
expresses the idea that it is the foundation of all—of the 
principle of the Prakrti with its conditions, and of the indi¬ 
vidual selves in all states. It has also been initially declared: 
‘For by You alone are pervaded the interspace of heaven 
and earth ’ (11.20).‘Beholding Your form shining, mul¬ 
ticoloured, and with yawning mouths and large and resplen¬ 
dent eyes, my inner being trembles in fear. I am unable to 
find support, namely, I am unable to find support for the 
body. I am unable to get peace of mind and of the senses. O 
Visnu, namely, O Pervader, beholding You pervading 
everything, incomparable in magnitude, extremely wonder¬ 
ful and terrible, I find my limbs quivering and my senses agi¬ 
tated.’ Such is the meaning. 

^ctcl <*iK»4I»1<3wR| *1 iPl | 

SRfc II 25 II 

25. Viewing Your mouths, presenting awe-generating fangs 
and looking like the consuming fire of final destruction, I 
know not the quarters of the globe nor do I find repose. Be 
gracious, O Lord of the Devas! O Abode of the universe! 

aifauUifai cw yyiR foil 
w, rrar ait ’rat twrjsisqsf: n ^ \\ 
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Looking at Your mouths, extremely terrifying and like 
cosmic fire at the end of the universe, and operating for the 
destruction of everything, I have lost the sense of recognis¬ 
ing the quarters of the sky, nor do I feel happy and peace¬ 
ful. Q Abode of all the worlds, O Lord of all the DevaS, 
namely, O Overlord of even gods like Brahma! Be gracious 
unto me. The meaning is: ‘Do act in such a way that I may 
attain my natural condition.’ 


awfcoa rer qlfaf&s agateir ^ ^KWd<uj 

Sift ckiWi’&io&T fefcr sildm— 


Arjuna’s charioteer (Parthasarathi), thus showing that all 
the worlds depend upon Him for their existence and 
activities, showed to the son of Prtha (Arjuna) that what 
He wanted to do, making Arjuna a mere instrument of His, 
was to lighten the burden of the earth through the destruc¬ 
tion of all those who were of Asuric manifestations and 
who, in the guise of kings, were presenting themselves as 
the sons of Dhrtarastra and their followers. Many such 
embodiments of Asuras were present also in the ranks of 
Yudhisthira’s followers. And Arjuna, after having realised 
with the divine eyes, received through His grace, the com¬ 
plete manifestation of the Lord as the Creator etc., witnes¬ 
sed also the slaughter of the followers of the sons of 
Dhrtarastra etc., in that Lord Himself, who is the Self of 
all, even though it (the slaughter) had not happened actu¬ 
ally according to human calculations. Arjuna continues: 

gjuf: 

|| 26 II 
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26. All these sons of Dhftara§tra together with the hosts of 
monarchs, Bhi§ma, Drona and Karna along with the leading 
warriors of our side, 

^TWl|: II 27 II 

27. Hasten to enter Your fearful mouths with terrible fangs. 
Some, caught between the teeth are seen with their heads 
crushed to powder. 


3ra^qic5FU^: 3#r r=Kmo|l Zgmdft 

3^ f«tal$W felPrl 1 35T <whi|: : 

II ^-*VS II 

All these sons of Dhrtarastra like Duryodhana and 
others like Bhisma, Drona, and Suta’s son Karna together 
with the hosts of monarchs on their side and also the lead¬ 
ing warriors on our side, are hastening to their destruction; 
they enter Your fearful mouths with terrible fangs; some, 
caught between the teeth are seen with their heads crushed 
to powder. 


cPOT H^l*4Ul 
fa sn f ^i || 28 II 

28. As many torrents of rivers flow towards the ocean, so do 
these heroes of the world of men enter Your flaming mouths. 

G-24 
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cTsfc *113 ic^ll*tl 

‘kWlfa cT^lfol wqpfrn: II 29 II 

29. As moths rush swiftly into a blazing fire to their destruc¬ 
tion, so do these men swiftly rush into Your mouths to meet 
their destruction. 

qfr qforR; far 5iawt: ere 

a fito ' afcr rew i m r angWKira fetfcr || 3<s-3«k || 

These innumerable kings rush to their destruction in 
Your flaming mouths, even as many torrents of rivers flow 
towards the ocean and moths rush into a blazing fire. 

iRWM: ^JRTT 
c|\JlifiKI^4 3PTc$OT?i 

xwjw4ten: ikwPi f^oft n 30 ll 

30. Devouring all the worlds on every side with your flam¬ 
ing mouths. You lick them up. Your fiery rays, filling the 
whole universe with their radiance, scorch it, O Vi$pu. 


rroiFi; wwpt. 

TfT: ^T: <^5"T | tT5T ^itctyUkl ^KHl •w£l*( ycfci^l: 

3114^ yclHprt || 3° II 

Devouring all these kings with Your flaming mouths, 
You lick them up, namely, lick up again and again in great 
anger. Your lips etc., are wet with their blood. Your fiery 
rays scorch the universe by the brilliant flow of radiance fil¬ 
ling the whole universe. 
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3S?Hrn 3l(rWk^M^ 3lrfit&pli^— 

You have manifested Yourself in this terrible form for 
revealing Your limitless sovereignty as requested by me 
thus: ‘Reveal Yourself to me completely’ (11.4), so that I 
may realise Your limitless sovereignty. 


3TK*llit ft eft 

ft srcfc I 
iftsn^fftssjifft >wnWKi 

5T%5RiMilft cisraff^ 11 31 ll 

31. Tell me who You are with this terrible form? Salutation 
to You, O Supreme God. Be gracious. I desire to know You, 
the Primal One. I do not know Your activity. 


3<fauU^<4: ^ W[? #T(cPttf[^q;f5j5!|ir I rPTatfiSfer 

BEjfrf *T TIHlfir 1 ■SffT: 

93t sm srfJnan^or 33 # 3^t SRtsmw 

w 11 w 11 

Who are You of this terrible form, what do You intend to 
do? I wish to know. For I do not know Your intended 
actions. Tell me this. Salutations to You, O Supreme God! 
Salutations to You, Lord of everything! Say with what 
object and for what purpose You have assumed this form of 
the destroyer. Assume a pleasing form. 


t: atfinaw:? # 
tjft vprh, qisi'HHfitt: •wiftynw 3n?—uisifeim fotr aifr 

# $UWW WT UU^Mlf^WK:, ctjsfW 
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The Lord, the charioteer of Arjuna, being questioned, 
‘What is Your intention in assuming a terrible form when 
revealing Your cosmic sovereignty out of overflowing love 
for Your proteges?’—He spoke to the following effect: The 
manifestation of a terrible form by Me is to point out that I 
Myself am operative for the annihilation of the entire world 
of kings headed by the sons of Dhrtarastra, without any 
effort on your (Arjuna’s) part. Reminding Arjuna of this, is 
to goad him to fight: 







II 32 II 

The Lord said: 

32. I am the world-destroying Time. Manifesting Myself 
fully, I have begun to destroy the worlds here. Even without 
You, none of the warriors arrayed in the hostile ranks shall 
survive. 


3ii^ i aat ^ ^ 3# w& i gwfti i : 


Kala (Time) is the calculator which calculates (Kalayati). 
Calculating the end of the lives of all those under the 
leadership of Dhrtarastra’s sons, I am causing their destruc¬ 
tion. Fully manifesting Myself with this fierce form, I have 
begun to destroy the hosts of kings. Therefore, by My will, 
even without you, namely, even without your effort, all 
these hostile warriors under the leadership of Dhrtarastra’s 
sons, shall cease to be, i.e., will be destroyed. 
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fen 37 ^ 5 ^ I, 

fetWM Wi || 33 II 

33. Therefore arise, win glory. Conquering your foes, enjoy 
a prosperous kingdom. By Me they have been slain already. 
You be merely an instrument, O Arjuna, you great bow¬ 
man! 


rR-Hlc\ r4*t 3% *pw HF] 37^ Pl<-e(i i|$il cTfRHT, tpaf <|m<i t=T 

ttlR* '5^54' I FRTT 13®r ^ <3=T ft^dl:, ^1% i^Pt^Thl!, ^ elMI 

{5=1% PiftrlHM 44 | WIT ig-AWMMI ^ <-WdW 

$c4*f: || ^ II 

Therefore, arise for fighting against them. Conquering 
your enemies, win glory and enjoy a prosperous and righte¬ 
ous kingdom. All those who have sinned have been already 
annihilated by Me. Be you merely an instrument (Nimitta) 
of Mine in destroying them—-just like a weapon in my hand, 
O Savyasacin! The root ‘ Sac ’ means‘fastening’. A ‘ savyasa - 
cm’ is one who is capable of fixing or fastening the arrow 
even with his left hand. The meaning is that he is so dexter¬ 
ous that he can fight with a bow in each hand. 


sfar ^ ^ wi&i ^ 

dSIRIFlfa 4 N<SWji*^. I 
JBJT ^clitrci UT Sjf^lSr 

^MHI^ || 34 II 

34. Slay Dropa, Bhi§ma, Jayadratha, Karna as well as 
other mighty warriors, who have been doomed by Me. Do 
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not feel distressed. Fight. You shall conquer your rivals in 
the battle. 


JRTT 03 IS**! I : 

3R1H 3#rX>WThl^^t#Jir3#lgr:, ctPf 
V«K(4*1<H <*K*k|i ^nrSJJSJT^SJT: I JJ?T: ^ ^ncimoqT:, *<*ll 

31# f^l^f ^ajfcl , sroM 

frWHKRTi, 31# ^ 3TO 55W# IrEfliJ: II \V || 

Slay Drona, Bhisma, Karna etc., who have been chosen 
for destruction by Me alone, as they have transgressed the 
law of righteousness. Be not distressed, considering, ‘How 
can I slay these teachers, relations and others who are 
attached to enjoyments?’ Do not be thus distressed by 
thinking about the right and wrong of it, or out of love and 
compassion for them. These persons are guilty of unrighte¬ 
ousness by siding with the evil-minded Duryodhana. They 
have been chosen by Me alone for destruction. Therefore 
fight without doubt. You shall conquer your enemies in 
battle. In slaying them, there is not the slightest trace of 
cruelty. The purport is that victory is the sure result. 


M,clT^|ced e(xH 

5PW II 35 II 

Sanjaya said: 

35. Having heard this speech of Kr$pa, Arjuna did Him 
obeisance; and trembling with awe, he bowed down again, 
and with folded palms, and trembling, he spoke to Kf$pa in 
a choked voice. 
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f: 'TER 3T^T: <R^ FURfRT ifcpfcr: 

^ H 5WCT 'jni^Rr JtqrrR: 4-WsWH 3TTf || ^ || 


Having heard the speech of Krsna, ocean of affection for 
the seekers of refuge in Him, Arjuna did obeisance to Him. 
Trembling with fear, he bowed again and again before 
Him. With folded palms, and trembling, Arjuna spoke in a 
choked voice with emotion. 


3T^T v3«5|N 

f^S^IT: || 36 II 

Arjuna said: 

36. Rightly it is, O Kf§na, that Your praise should move the 
world to joy and love. The Rak$asas flee in fear on all sides, 
and all the hosts of Siddhas bow down to You. 


Uft^Pd ^ | %#r fR5T: g^qpri ; # 

fes^qr: *WdPl cl^ RrTcf # i^JT 

RKRJ: || & II 


‘Sthane’ means rightly or it is but proper. It is but proper 
that the whole world of gods, Gandharvas, Siddhas, 
Yaksas, Kinnaras, Kimpurusas etc., who have 
foregathered with a desire to see the battle, should be 
delighted with You and love You after beholding You by 
Your grace. 

You are the Lord of all. Rightly after beholding You, the 
Raksasas flee in fear on all sides, and rightly all the host of 
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Siddhas, namely, the host of Siddhas who are favourable to 
You, pay their homage to You. The connection with what 
was said earlier is that all this is as it ought to be. 


qrBclf ^ 

He further proceeds to explain how all this is right: 

37(a). And why should they not, O Mahatman, bow down 
to You who are great, being the first Creator, even of 
Brahma? 


3FF?r ^51 3TEft^=T 4 ft 31^ 

ft ^ | 



^ ^ clcqt d’bHl^ y$f&twji£FT: ^ 3Hlc( 

tjrtilrMcVr? SRf 31ft q^T II $VS II 


O Mahatman, for what reason should Brahma and others 
not bow down to You, who are great and are the First 
Being and the Creator even of Brahma, namely, 
Hiranyagarbha? 

O Infinite, O Lord of the gods, O You who have the uni¬ 
verse for Your abode! You are the ‘Aksara’. What does not 
perish, is the Aksara, here, the ‘principle of individual self; 
for the individual self does not perish as established in Sruti 
passages: ‘The intelligent self is not born, nor dies’ (Ka.U., 
1.2.18). You alone are the ‘existent and the non-existent,’ 
the principle of Prakrti, in its condition as effect and in its 
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condition as cause. This is denoted by the terms ‘Sat’ (exis¬ 
tent) and ‘Asat’ (non-existent). You alone are the state of 
effect denoted by the term ‘Sat’, which is the state of diver¬ 
sification by names and forms, and also the state of cause, 
denoted by the term ‘Asat’, which is the state incapable of 
such divisions and diversities. ‘What is beyond both’—what 
is beyond Prakrti and the individual self associated with the 
Prakrti, as also from the principle of liberated selves who 
are different from those associated with Prakrti, i.e., 
bound souls. You alone are tnat also. 

^ || 37 || 

37(b). O Infinite, Lord of gods, O You who have the uni¬ 
verse for Your abode! You are the imperishable individual 
self, the existent and the non-existent, and that which is 
beyond both. 

3R:— 

Therefore: 


38(a). You are the Primal God and the Ancient Person. You 
are the Supreme resting place of the universe.... 


^ qrc ^ 

cfct || 38 ll 

38(b). ...You are the knower and that which must be 
known, and the Supreme abode. By You, O infinite of form, 
is this universe pervaded. 
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$l(ki$R=!l 3«<4fcWI 
I 

^ wfcMcwrsraf^RT: ^n^qt 

xf yw ^JPT y|UI^VJR*( ?r^. | 

?qqr m £rr; spriw ^ struct f^f^rw ?rt 

anwf it II 


You alone are all the knowers and all that must be 
known. You alone, abiding thu$ as the Self of all, are the 
‘Dhaman’ (abode), namely, the goal to be attained. By 
You, O infinite of form, is the universe pervaded. By You 
the universe, composed of conscient beings and non-con- 
scient matter, is ‘Tatam\ pervaded.. You are the Pri¬ 
mal God, the Ancient Person. You are the supreme resting 
place of the universe. The meaning is that You are the sup¬ 
reme foundation of the universe which constitutes Your 
body, as You are its Self. [It is to be noted how Ramanuja 
derives here the meaning of ‘individual self for the word 
Aksara, which helps him to explain ‘Kutasth’oksara 
ucchyate’ in 15.16] 


# an?— 

Arjuna says: ‘Therefore You alone are expressed by the 
terms Vayu etc.’ 


«ng&Ttsf^aJT: OTf: 

yftcrwgsr | 

39(a). You are Vayu, Yama, Agni, Varupa, Sasanka, 
Prajapati and the great-grandsire.... 
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yfewff- fading: ^ l srant fad?: srenhcw. 

iwwrftdi ter %oq*pf: udMi faara?:, jj&wpfw aafa ter ^ sthhi 

afadW^:, fadWfljtdm aildtdq i d-d-o^d T ^ : II n II 

You alone are the great-grandsire of all and also grand¬ 
father etc. The Prajapatis are the fathers of all creatures. 
Hiranyagarbha (Brahma), the father of the Prajapatis, is 
the grandsire of all creatures. You, being the father of even 
Hiranyagarbha, are great grandfather of all creatures. You 
alone are denoted by the several terms by which these 
beings are known. Such is the meaning. 


gw || 39 II 

39(b). ...Hail, Hail unto You, a thousand times! Hail unto 
You again and yet again! 

3<c4-^dl'ti'R VPldd? 6 hT<?$p}*w*' : SlrERRtl^SRtraHrT: ^(4dl 

*ww>il— 

Beholding the Lord in a most marvellous form, Arjuna, 
bent with great awe, saluted Him from all sides with his 
eyes widely open from joy. 

g*widV!j 

bor ^ | 

40(a). Salutation to You from before and behind! Salutation 
to You from all sides, O All!... 

|| 40 II 

40(b). ...O You of infinite prowess and heroic action which 
are measureless! You pervade all beings and therefore are 
all. 
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Wd'MftdfehM : c4 ^ 3tCTcTOT riff. 3#: 3#, *KT: ^ 

^^a^ l d*^ailr*WI I *WM~lfa 13RT: r^*S&K«l 

'c^rai 135?^' (^I^s) '^TjiNtSfr:' (^1^) 

^lR’H«fawWI^I'*<WlP l i»l’W 3 I K4Kfc T oUlgT: q? I 

•raWT cTct frww^ir (^|^) *WR=itfa clcftsfe || # 

^ II «o || 


You, of infinite prowess and measureless heroic action, 
pervade all beings as their very Self and therefore, are, in 
reality all of them. Terms, naming all other entities, are 
truly naming You: for they, both sentient as well as 
non-sentient, constitute Your body, and as such are just 
Your modes. Therefore You alone, having them all as 
Your modes, are signified by all terms standing for them. In 
the texts, ‘O by You of infinite form, is the cosmos per¬ 
vaded’ (11.38) and ‘You pervade all and hence are all’ 
(11.40), it is clearly stated that the pervasion as the Self is 
the only rationale for speaking of them as one with You, in 
the sense of co-ordinate predication as in the text, ‘You are 
the imperishable and also being and non-being’ (11.37) and 
‘You are Vayu, Yama and Agni’ (11.39). 


4lc<41 9RFW 

SKHHdl 

*131 iwi<*icsWi|H || 41 || 

41. Unaware of this majesty of Yours, and either from neg¬ 
ligence or love, or considering'You to be a friend, whatever 
1 have rudely said as ‘O KtffQa, O Yadava, O Comrade.’ 
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dc'UMSi 

cl^TO^ II 42 II 

XL. And whatever disrespect has been shown to You in jest, 
while playing, resting, while sitting or eating, while alone or 
in the sight of others, O Acyuta—I implore You for forgive¬ 
ness, You who are incomprehensible. 


3T5TRrIT TO 3T 7K3T # *&<&&:' #*Ic3r 

t 1 qt^T | 3% # SRPT %5W!%T qq; xT 

^RTOt: ?spq;3TOrfcT: 31%, ^ 333% SIT tTOT S|T 

3jf%, II V^-«^ II 

Infinite power, boundless valour, being the Inner Self of 
everything, being the creator etc., these constitute Your 
majesty. Being ignorant of this, and considering You only 
as a friend, and out of consequent love, or negligence born 
of life-long familiarity, whatever has been said rudely, with¬ 
out showing courtesy, such as ‘O Krsna, O Yadava, O 
Comrade’; and whatever disrespect has been shown to You 
in jest, while playing or resting, while sitting or eating, 
while alone or in the sight of others—for all these I beseech 
forgiveness of You who are incomprehensible. 


ftdlR} -eK|-eK«rd 

II 43 II 

43. You are the father of this world, of all that moves and 
that does not move. You are its teacher and the one most 
worthy of reverence. There is none equal to You. How then 
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could there be in the three worlds another greater than You, 
O Being of matchless greatness? 


atafttoPtRt wr stw to a# stasa. jp: ^ar 1 

3t?T: | JTr^l^W: 3#T3T«lf^: 5?r: 

3PT: 3#r *HRSUi|lteHI %?T 3# 5^T H «^fc4W : Slfet J3: 

srwjf^i: || || 

O Being of matchless greatness! You are the father of 
this world, of all that moves and does not move. You are 
the teacher of this world. Therefore You are the one most 
worthy of reverence in this world of mobile and immobile 
entities. There is none equal to You. How then could there 
be in the three worlds another greater than You? No other 
being is equal to You in point of any attribute like compas¬ 
sion etc. How could there be any one greater? 


Inasmuch as You are the father of all, the most worthy of 
reverence, teacher and exalted over all by virtue of attri¬ 
butes like compassion etc., 


cHrMkiMUl gftfojR «RR 

fik: ^ II 44 II 

44. Therefore, bowing down, prostrating the body, I 
implore Your mercy, O adorable Lord. As a father bears 
with his son or a friend with his friend, it is meet, O Lord, 
that You, who are dear to me, should bear with me who am 
dear to You. 
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I 3TOT gxfllKN*41 3?ft 
ifiuifj^w^mRSrT: toi wi gr«#<j[^, 
fiftr: tewr it ^ 3^r || «v u 


Therefore, bowing down and prostrating, I implore You, 
O adorable Lord, for Your mercy. Just as, when entreated 
with salutation, a father will show mercy to his son, or a 
friend to a friend, even if he has been at fault, even so it is 1 
meet that You, most compassionate and dear to me, should 
bear with me, who is dear to You in all respects. 


Wft ^ SloEffijct JRt ^ | 

if sjjsfcr c£r 

a#? ^ SfnfvRRT || 45 II 

45. Seeing what was never seen before, I am delighted. But 
my mind is also agog with awe. Show me, Q Lord! Your 
other form. O Lord of the gods! Be gracious, O Abode of the 
universe! 


^ <J*t ^rr ffar: 3tPr jSfa: sd^r, 

^ it rFT:, 3RT-. tR if I 

gtfta ^t?T v^iftciw ufa srir fa? asrcfrnq; 3^ &t 

II US || 

Seeing Your form, never seen before, extremely marvell¬ 
ous and awe-inspiring, I am delighted,transported with 
love. But my mind is also troubled with awe. Hence reveal 
to me only Your most gracious form. Be gracious, O Lord 
of all gods! O Abode of the universe! Show me that form, O 
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gracious Lord of all the gods headed by Brahma, and the 
foundation of the entire universe! 

xlsh^ 

r«lt I 

^ti| 

^ II 46 II 

46. I wish to see You ever as before, with crown and with 
mace and discus in hand. Assume again that four-armed 
shape, O Thou the thousand-armed, of Universal Form! 


<i«u ^ Tisfci« c# 3§ft m-. 

-crgjiH gaft tr u&Mrgi fasqgp fsrff ujswi^h 
€^WWV rKM: r? ?tR SR ^JT grKt m II II 

I wish to see You thus, as before, with a crown, and with 
a mace and discus in hand. Hence assume again that 
four-armed shape, shown to me before, O thousand-armed 
one of Universal Form! Assume that shape in place of what 
You have now revealed with thousand arms and a cosmic 
body. Such is the meaning. 

wn SRTsfcr 

fcp>3*H*TWisr 

II 47 II 

The Lord said: 

47. By My grace, O Arjuna, this Supreme Form, luminous, 
universal, infinite, primal, never seen before by anyone but 
you, has been revealed to you through My own free will. 
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if ctaliW crilklRi 3RT<tf|a*^ 

ci^ w sfssrr % 3UrW>ii^ siwh: 

WrW4*AM4|j|l<^ || KVS || 


This ‘luminous’ form of Mine is a mass of luminosity. It is 
‘universal’ i.e., constitutes the Self of the universe. It is ‘in¬ 
finite’, endless. This is illustrated by describing it as having 
no beginning, middle or end. It is ‘primeval’, namely, it 
constitutes the foundation of all beings other than Myself. 
It has never been seen before by any one other than you. 
Such a form is now revealed to you, who are My devotee, 
by Me who am gracious, by My own Yoga, namely, by the 
power of willing the truth associated with Me. 


atl?— 

Sri Krsna proceeds to say, ‘It is not possible that I can be 
realised as I am, through any means except exclusive 
Bhakti.’ 

<$?Sl3fc II 48 II 

48. Neither through the study of the Vedas, nor by sac¬ 
rifices, nor by recitals of the scriptures, nor by gifts, nor by 
rituals, nor by strict austerities can I be realised in a form 
like this in the world of men by any one else but you, O 
Arjuna! 


*raraf^Jct: 


% 5 T gift q^or ^ II II 

G-25 
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In this form, which represents My real nature, I cannot 
be realised by such means as study of the Vedas, sacrifices 
etc., by anyone who is bereft of exclusive Bhakti towards 
Me or by any one other than yourself who has complete 
devotion towards Me. 

JIT fT oSTKIT ITT W 

sstoft: sSWuhi: 

II 49 II 

49. You need not fear any more, nor be perplexed, looking 
on this awesome form of Mine. Free from fear and with a 
gladdened heart, behold again that other form of Mine. 

Whatever fear and whatever perplexity have been caused 
to you by seeing My terrible form, may it cease now. I shall 
show you the benign form to which you were accustomed 
before. Behold now that form of Mine. 


^ETWRT ^T: | 
aiPclKWWW W 

gR: *fimyg4fewii II 50 II 

Sanjaya said: 

50. Having spoken thus to Arjuna, Sr! Kf§na revealed to 
him once more His own form. The Mahatman, assuming 
again a benign form, reassured him who had been struck 
with awe. 
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'J'Hcqi '^T: •w4>Ul*^'33' c^Ihwkh , 

^ 51: 3 ifr ^it ^Twwk-i ^, 

^Irkl 'Mrqti'tKJM: | 



anfe^Fct ^ 1 

'^ralsfw I R^qfa? ii' Nfejo 

hi^®) (fc°3o' 1 i3i^)#f|sn8SciJj; 1 


3lfif fed •.3l»1e4VnHle<*1ll'lH < i <3^ ^9*^ 

3<R41d< -d^iifj sIipwi^i^kh, I’ (£r°3° yi^U°) 3i<T:m’^rsra’ ‘^=r 

^DT ^ IV^) vJ-o9«] II «° II 

Having spoken thus to Arjuna, the Lord, the son of Vas- 
udeva, revealed His own four-armed form. And the Mahat- 
man, i.e., one whose resolves are always true, reassured 
him who was terror-stricken on seeing an unfamiliar form, 
by resuming the familiar pleasant form. Possession of His 
own four-armed form alone is proper to this Lord of all, the 
Supreme Person, the Supreme Brahman, when he has 
assumed the human form for blessing this world as the son 
of Vasudeva. But in answer to the prayer of Vasudeva, who 
was terrified by Kamsa, the two extra arms were withdrawn 
till the destruction of Kamsa. These became manifest 
again. For He was prayed to thus: ‘You are born, O Lord, 
O Lord of gods, withdraw this form bearing conch, discus 
and mace out of grace.. .withdraw this form of four arms, O 
Self of all’ (V.P., 5.3.10 and 13). Even to Sisupala, who 
hated Him, this form of four arms of $ri Krsna was the 
object of constant thought, as described in: ‘Him who is of 
four long and robust arms, bearing the conch, discus and 
the mace’ (V.P., 4.15.10). Hence Arjuna also exclaimed 
here; ‘Assume again that four-armed shape’ (11.46). 

+0^4 <F\*T | 

^frf: *f%cTL SJffcfr *TcL || 51 II 
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Arjuna said: 

51. Having beheld the human and pleasing form of Yours, 
O Kf$pa, I have now become composed in mind and 1 am 
restored to my normal nature. 

crar awwKui 

$<|41 <-Hdl: 7?|tT: 3tf^, a^ct 

|| S* || 

Having beheld this pleasing and unique form of Yours, 
human in configuration, endowed with grace, tenderness, 
beauty etc., the excellence of which is infinite, I have now 
become composed, and I am restored to my normal nature. 

WT | 

snarer wrm f^t || 52 II 

The Lord said: 

52. It is very hard to behold this form of Mine which you 
have seen. Even the gods ever long to behold this form. 


jw SRira% ara^ict ft ^ 3#r, 

{jc^ j arff jg i&T 3# far*T ^ ^ 

II VI II 

This form of Mine which you have seen, and which has 
the whole universe under control, which is the foundation 
of all and which forms the origin of all—this cannot be 
beheld by any one. Even the gods ever long to see this 
form; but they have not seen it. 


an?- 

Why? Sri Krsna says: 
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HI4 dM’Hl *T %JERIT | 

W W *TOT II 53 II 

Sri Krsna says: 

53. Not by the Vedas, nor by austerities, nor by gifts, nor by 
sacrifice, can I be seen in such a form as You have seen Me. 


TPRFSfT 3T3FT 

§n^ 5 ^ xf ^ MtGM II 54 II 

54. But by single-minded devotion, O Arjuna, it is possible 
to truly know, to see and to enter into Me, who am of this 
form, O harasser of foes. 


^3^: 315 *T 5FRT'- I 3m-*mi J "H C I^MI ClT=K1: : flTJ 

rTrEIcT: TrWTcSBg tT TO I 

cWT^ ‘-iWHIrHl yeW-lH cnajl ^ERir d 1 

3tfcHT I' WRW) # II II 

By Vedas, i.e., by mere study, teaching etc., of these sac¬ 
red texts, it is not possible to know Me truly. It is also not 
possible through meditation, sacrifices, gifts and 
austerities, destitute of devotion towards Me. But by 
single-minded devotion i.e., by devotion characterised by 
extreme ardour and intensity, it is possible to know Me in 
reality through scriptures, to behold Me directly in reality, 
and enter into Me in reality. So describes a Sruti passage: 
‘This Self cannot be obtained by instruction, nor by intel¬ 
lect nor by much hearing. Whomsoever He chooses, by him 
alone is He obtained. To such a one He reveals His own 
form’ (Ka.U., 2.2.23) and (Mun.U., 3.2.3). 

ftfr. «h4'^ \\ 55 u 
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55. Whosoever works for Me, looks upon Me as the highest 
and is devoted to Me, free from attachment and without 
enmity towards any creature, he comes to Me, O Arjuna. 


wlfti <=*vhTR>i 

siRwnoir ^ n?m:; 

H-elrh: 3tEJWRPU^ 

aravmRt *r^wnilv,wdiii ^ a# jt^r : | 


G'S-qRd:—*l^h£l«»ce|*1 : 1 g4*Jc1^ 




Whosoever performs all acts like the study of the Vedas 
described above, considering them as several modes of 
worship, ‘he works for Me.’ He who ‘looks upon Me as the 
highest,’ namely, one to whom I alone am the highest pur¬ 
pose in all his enterprises, has Me as ‘the highest end.’ He 
who is ‘devoted to me,’ i.e., is greatly devoted to me and 
hence unable to sustain himself without reciting My names, 
praising Me, meditating upon Me, worshipping Me, salut¬ 
ing Me etc., he who performs these always considering Me 
as the supreme end—he is My devotee. He is ‘free from 
attachments,’ as he is attached to Me alone, and is there¬ 
fore unable to have attachment to any other entity. He who 
is without hatred towards any being, is one who fulfils all 
the following conditions: his nature is to feel pleasure or 
pain solely on account of his union or separation from Me; 
he considers his own sins to be the cause of his sufferings 
(and not the work of others); he is confirmed in his faith 
that all beings are dependent on the Parama-purusa. For all 
these reasons he has no hatred for any one. 



Chapter 12 

Communion through Loving Devotion 


snungcKg q^q- a^mit spignt araguRg fo^frsqa 
at^ng ^g^^ig+i^esi^^fltygi^wp^i 
tirMti'txA'i ^I'wcti guig^ atgf^ta gfgfa*^ | 3rk ^ Hrggt 



aWPlBdl cR^tat: ^ 35g5% | 


ygiqiggfgttr Jrgasmtna: ir (^itw f^gaaaiit I 


To Arjuna, who desired to see in reality the unrestricted 
glory of the Lord Narayana—the Supreme Brahman who 
forms the final object of all who practise Bhakti Yoga—He, 
Narayana, revealed the same. For He, the Lord, is one 
whose resolves are always true, and who is an ocean of 
attributes like compassion, generosity, affability etc., 
which are limitless in excellence. It was also shown that 
knowledge, vision, and the attainment of the Lord can be 
had only by one-pointed and absolute devotion. 

Next in chapter 12 the following points will be 
explained:(l) Meditation on the Lord in the form of devo¬ 
tion; (2) the superiority of such meditation over that on the 
self, because of the speedy fulfilment of its own end; (3) 
the felicity of its performance; and (4) the means for 
meditating on the Lord. 

The Aksara path (i.e., meditation on the self) is for one 
who is incapable of meditation on the Lord and the requis¬ 
ites thereof. The superiority of meditation on the Lord is 
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the result of the superiority of the object of meditation. 
Such superiority was indicated already in: ‘He who, with 
faith, worships Me, whose inmost self is fixed in Me, I con¬ 
sider him as the most integrated among all Yogins’ (6.47). 

ymmvsiRR ^ it l II 

Arjuna said: 

1. Those devotees, who, ever integrated, thus meditate on 
You, and those again, who meditate on the Imperishable 
and the Unmanifest—which of these have greater knowledge 
of Yoga? 


unn^rw: 

Jjf 3R2T '^TrftT: 3H^RRT- 

3MkjcI , if ^ 

3lft 3tW ^ StscRTT 3Rf5toBRR?g^W^ 

% 4t»lftrWt: 51% | “STClft- 

? 11 1 (fs) # 3 tR3t u>tf4TW<4 

f|oHgrfrtsq^ || \ || 


There are two types of spiritual aspirants who are con¬ 
trasted thus: (1) On the one hand there are those devotees 
who adore You ‘thus’; namely, in the way taught in such 
text as ‘Whosoever works for Me’ (11.55), and who are 
desirous of being ever ‘integrated’ with You, namely, con¬ 
sidering You as the supreme end. They adore You in utter 
devotion—You, the ocean of boundless attributes of limit¬ 
less excellence like grace, affability, omniscience, true 
resolve etc., and endowed with all glory. (2) On the other 
hand there are those who meditate on the ‘Imperishable’, 
(Aksara) namely, the individual self in Its true nature, 
which is the same as the ‘Unmanifest’ (Avyakta), namely 
that whose nature cannot be grasped by organs such as the 
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eye etc. The question posed is: Which of these two classes 
of devotees have greater knowledge of Yoga? Who would 
reach their respective goals sooner? Such is the meaning of 
the question. Sri Krsna clearly states later on, ‘O Arjuna, I 
become before long their redeemer from the fatal sea of 
recurring births and deaths’ (12.7), with reference to the 
speed with which the iatter kind of'devotees reach Him. 

jhhi^i j# % w | 

WIT $ ^hcWl HcTT: II 2 || 

The Lord said: 

2. Those who, ever integrated with Me and possessed of 
supreme faith, worship Me, focusing their minds on 
Me—these are considered by Me the highest among the 
Yogins. 

*Wl Mp4 ’M'SWI MHJ1 

if if ^jrhrtril I 

HT Uli^yRl II 3 || 

I consider them to be the highest among the Yogins (i.e., 
among those striving for realisation)—them who worship 
Me focusing their minds upon Me as one exceedingly dear 
to them, who are endowed with supreme faith, and who are 
ever ‘integrated’ with Me, namely ever desirous of constant 
union with Me. Those who thus worship Me, focusing their 
minds on Me as their supreme goal, attain Me soon and eas¬ 
ily. Such is the meaning. 

HckHwES rei ffiq; II 3 II 

3. But those who meditate on the Imperishable (i.e., the 
self) the indefinable, the unmanifest, omnipresent, unthink¬ 
able, common to all beings, immovable and constant; 
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w. || 4 II 

4. Having subdued all the senses, being even-minded, 
engaged in the welfare of all beings—they too come to Me 
only. 



5. Greater is the difficulty of those whose minds are thus 
attached to the unmanifest. For the way of the unmanifest is 
hard to reach by embodied beings. 




cTcT W: 


| yH-JdRl 

| ‘TFT STO^WTcn': ’ (?VR) ^1^; SJSEt^T—'P r=^HH:9FT 

(5030 3R|3) 3 % I 

?Fjr 3t§k^ i^PlRtiic^ n^tr distuil ct^j% | ■ ^s^itsw 

r (^ii^) '3 tFT: gwr^:' (^l^) # l aw 'qrr w 
<30^0 s;i^h) 

3d4lPlrc(l^ || 3 -y || 

cl^3 5#W:, 3Fq?FT % FfcT. SloilThfiW *Rtejf%: 

^fsC ^lrHlfiklW3^>: 3:#f ^Mcl; ^*ril % ^ 

*RF?t II S II 




The individual self meditated upon by those who follow 
the path of the ‘Aksara’ (the Imperishable) is thus 
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described: It cannot be ‘defined’ in terms indicated by 
expressions like gods and men etc., for It is different from 
the body; It is ‘imperceptible’ through the senses such as 
eyes; It is ‘omnipresent and unthinkable,’ for though It 
exists everywhere in bodies such as those of gods and 
others. It cannot be conceived in terms of those bodies, as 
It is an entity of an altogether different kind; It is ‘common 
to all beings’ i.e., alike in all beings but different from the 
bodily forms distinguishing them; It is ‘immovable’ as It 
does not move out of Its unique nature, being unmodifi- 
able, and therefore eternal. Such aspirants are further 
described as those who, ‘subduing their senses’ like the eye 
from their natural operations, look upon all beings of diffe¬ 
rent forms as ‘equal’ by virtue of their knowledge of the 
sameness of the nature of the selves as knowers in all. 
Therefore they are not given ‘to take pleasure in the misfor¬ 
tune of others,’ as such feelings proceed from one’s identifi¬ 
cation with one’s own special bodily form. 

Those who meditate on the Imperishable Principle (indi¬ 
vidual self) in this way, even they come to Me. It means 
that they also realise their essential self, which, in respect of 
freedom from Samsara, is like My own Self. So Sri Krsna 
will declare later on: ‘Partaking of'My nature’ (14.2). Also 
the Sruti says: ‘Untainted, he attains supreme equality’ 
(Mun.U., 3.1.3). 

Likewise He yvill declare the Supreme Brahman as being 
distinct from the freed self which is without modification 
and is denoted by the term ‘Imperishable’ (Aksara), and is 
described as unchanging (Kutastha). ‘The Highest Person 
is other than this Imperishable’ (15.16-17). But in the 
teaching in Aksara-vidya ‘Now that higher science by which 
that Aksara is known’ (Mun.U., 1.5) the entity that is 
designated by the term Aksara is Supreme Brahman Him¬ 
self; for He is the source of all beings, etc. Greater is the 
difficulty of those whose minds are attached to the 
unmanifest. The path of the unmanifest is a psychosis of the 
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mind with the unmanifest as its object. It is accomplished 
with difficulty by embodied beings, who have misconceived 
the body as the self. For, embodied beings mistake the body 
for the self. 

Vj'WWH. SIRT— 

The superiority of those who adore the Supreme Being is 
now stated clearly: 

^ 5 wow JT?qrcT: | 

w II 6 II 

6. For, those who dedicate all actions to Me, hold Me as 
their supreme goal, intent on Me, and worship Me meditat¬ 
ing on Me with exclusive devotion; 


Wffa 5T || 7 II 

7, Of those whose minds are thus focused on Me, I become 
soon their saviour from the ocean of mortal life. 


HT antRf: 3TO7t, 


JCTTT: U^SnoiT: 

ww^quu ii q^ft<Q<fq i <SlPl ^ptq; g i uHWiR wq; 

4rMvI: | &lt ifcMlfftfitlRura! ^^3^31^1111 

^ef 'Hqift || S,-vs || 


But those who, with a mind ‘focused on Me,’ the Sup¬ 
reme-Self, and ‘intent upon Me,’ namely, holding Me as 
their sole object, dedicating to Me all their actions—i.e., 
including all worldly actions like eating which are meant for 
supporting the body, as also Vedie rites like sacrifices, gifts, 
fire-offerings, austerities etc., generally done by 
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worldly-minded people for other purposes—worship Me 
and meditate on Me with exclusive devotion, namely, with 
devotion without any other purpose, adoring Me by all such 
acts as meditation, worship, prostration, praises and hymns 
which are by themselves exceedingly dear to them and are 
equal to the end itself—to these I become soon their 
saviour from the sea of Samsara which, on account of its 
being antagonistic to the attainment of Myself, is deadly. 


3RT 3*4 * || 8 II 

8: Focus your mind on Me alone; and let your Buddhi 
enter into Me. Then, you will live in Me alone; there is no 
doubt. 


aiwopf—nfa SR: stupor' tROTfot 

aioraRFIW 1 m ^ | 3*^ rR*Bn«l 

■ 93 nfit Pl^R^R] SpJ^: II < II 


‘Focus your mind on Me alone,’ on account of My being 
the unsurpassed end of human endeavour and on My being 
easily attainable without delay. Focus your mind in medita¬ 
tion on Me alone. Let your Buddhi ‘enter into Me,’ 
strengthened by the conviction that I alone am the supreme 
object to be attained. Then you will ‘live in Me alone,’ i.e., 
You will live in Me alone immediately after focusing your 
mind on Me by forming the conviction that I alone am the 
supreme object to be attained. 


a w i #H sFfcre || 9 II 

9. If now you are unable to focus your mind on Me, then 
seek to reach Me, O Arjuna, by the practice of repetition. 


s ft® 
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m *wi*ng r witfa, cRT: 30 *iw 4 Ii>i w{ sngq; 

fMwwtllui^uKipft 1%fea^qn?apft%> nf% 
^^TWJTOR5Pqrilfjnf^f5S II R. || 


Now, if you are unable to focus your mind immediately 
on Me in deep meditation, then seek to reach Me by the 
‘practice of repetition (Abhyasa Yoga)’. By the repeated 
practice of remembrance full of immense love, concentrate 
your mind on Me the ocean of manifold attributes innate to 
Me like, beauty, affability, friendliness, affection, compas¬ 
sion, sweetness, majesty, magnanimity, heroism, valour, 
might, omniscience, freedom from wants, unfailing resol¬ 
ves, sovereignty over all, being the cause of all etc., and 
being antagonistic to all that is evil. All these attributes are 
of unlimited excellence in the Supreme Person. 


n 10 ll 

10. If you are incapable of even this practice of repetition, 
then devote yourself to My deeds (service). For even by 
working for Mv sake, you will attain perfection. 







M&{ OTRajfa || \o || 


If you are incapable of practising remembrance in the 
above manner, then devote yourself to ‘My deeds.’ Such 
devotional acts consist in the construction of temples, lay- 
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ing out temple gardens, lighting up lamps therein, sweep¬ 
ing, sprinkling water and plastering the floor of holy 
shrines, gathering flowers, engaging in My worship, chant¬ 
ing My names, circumambulating My temples, praising Me, 
prostrating before Me etc. Do these with great affection. 
Even performing such works which are exceedingly dear to 
Me, you will, before long, get your mind steadily focused 
on Me as through the practice of repetitions, and will gain 
perfection through attaining Me. 




cTcT: II 11 II 


11. If you are unable to do even this, i.e., taking refuge in 
My Yoga, then, with your self controlled, renounce the 
fruits of every action. 


m ^3# sr ?FRlfa, 



Ufa q*r irirK: 9^3?^ I 

rWTssr fafa ^Rfct Jim: |’ (?ClV^) |CTRWt 


' Mh : 3 1 mil 4*-4cl 115f5r*[cT: !w>ilc4l sr ||,TW: 

’TOR; II • dcw-'u) # II U II 


If you are unable to do even this ‘taking refuge in My 
Yoga,’ i.e., if you are unable even to do actions for My 
sake, which forms the sprout of Bhakti Yoga, wherein 
through meditation I am made the exclusive and sole object 
of love—then you should resort to Aksara Yoga described 
in the first six chapters. It consists in contemplation on the 
nature of the individual self. This engenders devotion to the 
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Lord. As a means for practice of this (Aksara Yoga), 
renounce the fruit of every action. 

The state of mind that holds Me as the only worthy object 
of attainment and Ipve arises only when all the sins of an 
aspirant are destroyed without exception. ‘One with a con¬ 
trolled mind’ means one with the mind subdued. When the 
individual self is visualised to be of the nature of a Sesa 
(subsidiary) to the Lord, and when the veil of nescience 
consisting in identifying the self with the body is removed 
by contemplation on the self generated through the perfor¬ 
mance of works without attachment to the fruits and with 
My propitiation as the sole objective—then supreme 
Bhakti to Me will originate by itself. [The point driven 
home is this: It is nescience that stands between the Jlva 
and the Lord. This nescience consists in'identification of 
the self with the body. It is through works done without an 
eye on their fruits but exclusively as an offering to the 
Lord, that this nescience is removed. Thus Karma Yoga is 
the sprout of self-realisation, and of Bhakti. On the nesci¬ 
ence being removed, the knowledge that one (i.e., the Jlva) 
is a Sesa (an absolutely dependent liege) of the Lord, 
dawns on the Jiva. Such knowledge generates exclusive 
devotion or Bhakti accompanied by Prapatti. Or if the Jlva 
gets immersed in Its own bliss, It will attain Kaivalya.] 

In the same manner, Sri Krsna will further show in the 
text beginning with ‘By worshipping Him with his work will 
a man reach perfection’ (18.46) and ending with ‘Forsaking 
the feeling of “I” and with no feeling of “mine” and tran¬ 
quil, one becomes worthy of the state of Brahman. Having 
realised the state of Brahman, tranquil, he neither grieves 
nor craves. Regarding all beings alike, he attains supreme 
devotion to Me’ (18.53-54). 


skit % I 

II 12 II 
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12. Far better is knowledge of the self than the repeated 
practice (of remembrance of the Lord). Better is meditation 
than this knowledge; Better is renunciation of fruits of 
action than meditation. From such renunciation, peace 
ensues. 


HcJRKMsIMH 03 ^IrUTOli^RT^ Sift atPftlsK'UW 

dglWfcllcW'uil-H t?3 3TR*1%15% faRWct, Sift’ 3tPftfcKrHW 

03 ffcWWfcWI WW: 51lftT 
nftsuft; sir) Rifa ansroiw *ftcWcl; «jhr(3r phi?( 3 tktwM 

?RWl^lc( 03 VjfrF>:', ?ft nFrh4l J IIWIWT5TTh'W StfrUfttSl 03 ^0# I 

sn^fts^ti sift 313 i kw<w 1 ftg i ywft si^d i rH^ i wi^^do^wiftai o^ 
II ^ II 

More than the practice of remembrance (of the Lord), 
which is difficult in the absence of love for the Lord, the 
direct knowledge of the self, arising from the contempla¬ 
tion of the imperishable self (Aksara), is conducive to the 
well-being of the self. Better than the imperfect knowledge 
of the self, is perfect meditation on the self, as it is more 
conducive to the well-being of the self. More conducive 
than imperfect meditation (i.e., meditation unaccompanied 
with renunciation), is the activity performed with renuncia¬ 
tion of the fruits. 

it is only after the annihilation of sins, through the per¬ 
formance of works accompanied by renunciation of fruits, 
that peace of mind is attained. When the mind is at peace, 
perfect meditation on the self is possible. From meditation 
results the direct realisation of the self. From the direct 
realisation of the self results supreme devotion. It is in this 
way that Atmanistha or devotion to the individual self 
becomes useful for a person who is incapable of practising 
loving devotion to the Supreme Being. And for one practis¬ 
ing the discipline for attaining the self (Jnana Yoga) with- 
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out acquisition of perfect tranquillity of mind, disinterested 
activity (Karma Yoga), including in it meditation on the 
self, is the better path for the knowledge of the self. [Thus 
the steps are performance of works without desire for 
fruits, equanimity of mind, meditation on the self, 
self-realisation, and devotion to the Lord.] 



Now Sri Krsna enumerates the attributes required of one 
intent on performance of disinterested activity: 


folfcit Sflft II 13 II 

13. He who never hates any being, who is friendly and com¬ 
passionate, who is free from the feelings of I and mine, who 
looks upon all pain and pleasure the same as and who is 
enduring; 


<Mcld <tdk-MI ©of^Wr: | 

if IsteT: II 14 II 

14. He who is content, who ever meditates and is self-re¬ 
strained and who is firm in his convictions, who has his mind 
and reason dedicated to Me—he is dear to Me. 


&d4lRcilP) U.dlPl i^lPl 

ftfo:—detwf^ ^ fifefcr, RiWfnt:—4«5WllRwM4ild ••, dttdTf 

: ^qH?rd^T:, Sllft : 

3H44Wl4t: d4f: fcMtkif^d:, 4dJK ; ' 
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wet :, leCTri 

—3Kn«K4'n^lf^ 31% €gftsaw:, : vw^an^t 

aR^Rif^F^T jrJjit aiR p a^ ; atRifoafcr w sjrrrrM 

^wRMlcl Hi^iRnRHl^a:, U.4*^il 4$rh: RT RmiHI'i) R: 

|| \\-\M || 


In these and succeeding verses the Lord mentions the 
nature of the Karma Yogi who adores Him through his 
works. In other words the Bhakti element in Karma Yoga is 
emphasised. He never hates any being even though they 
hate him and do him wrong. For he thinks that the Lord 
impels these beings to hate him and do him wrong for aton¬ 
ing for his transgressions. He is ‘friendly’, evincing a 
friendly disposition towards all beings whether they hate 
him or do him wrong. He is ‘compassionate’, evincing com¬ 
passion towards their sufferings. He is free from the ‘feeling 
of mine,’ i.e., he is not possessive with regard to his body, 
senses and all things associated with them. He is free from 
the feeling of‘I’, i.e., is free from the delusion that his body 
is the self. Therefore, ‘pain and pleasure are the same to 
him,’ i.e., he is free from distress and delight resulting from 
pain and pleasure arising from his deeds. He is ‘enduring’ , 
unaffected even by those two (i.e., pleasure and pain) due 
to the inevitable contact of sense-objects. He is ‘content’, 
namely, satisfied with whatever chance may bring him for 
the sustenance of his body. He ‘ever meditates,’ i.e., is con¬ 
stantly intent on contemplating on the self as separate from 
the body. He is ‘self-restrained’, namely, he controls the 
activities of his mind. He is of ‘firm conviction’ regarding 
the meanings taught in the science of the self. His ‘mind and 
reason are dedicated to Me’ i.e., his mind and reason are 
dedicated to Me in the form ‘Bhagavan Vasudeva alone is 
propitiated by disinterested activities, and when duly prop¬ 
itiated, He will bring about for me the direct vision of the 
self.’ Such a devotee of mine, i.e., who works in this man¬ 
ner as a Karma Yogin, is dear to Me. 
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*T: 5T ^ ft Ijfr: || 15 II 

15. He from whom the world has no cause to be frightened, 
who is not frightened by the world, who is free from joy and 
impatience, fear and repulsion—he is dear to me. 

*T <jQWrl, IT: C'hl'fcljfn'tR «filf 

Sift' »T 4*1 (cl | ril4ilr( TJ »T 'iislMrl, 

•T ; 9Rlf 'trtllrl, wIRHlRlcqPl'ty<B<^ | Strt^ci Jlft^JT, W Sift 

Shftjf, 4 itH gft iftir, 4>-eH sft xi^Vi J53^T: <T: IT: Sift if 

far: 11 II 

That person who is engaged in Karma Yoga does not 
become the cause of ‘fear to the world’; he does nothing to 
cause fear to the world.He has no cause to ‘fear the world,’ 
i.e., no action on the part of others can cause him fear 
because of the certainty that he is not inimical to the world. 
Therefore he is not in the habit of showing favour towards 
someone and intolerance towards others; he has no fear of 
some or repulsion for others. Such a person is dear to Me. 


43KA4I 3 M5q5J: | 

WfWMRrMPft ftt ft isfa: || 16 || 

16. He who is free from desires, who is pure, expert, indiffe¬ 
rent and free from agony, who has renounced every under¬ 
taking—he is dear to Me. 

3FftST:—f?Ft 3Fft^T:, 

3FH3T 

—^noitalstaiPl^Til 

wi<l-4MRri)l^— ^TR4l4o4ftf^Th^444lh«wfelFft,• ^ 
TTrrfaT: || ^ || 

He who is free from ‘desires’, i.e., who has no longing for 
anything except the self; who is ‘pure’, namely, whose body 
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is nourished on the food prescribed by the Sastras; who is 
an ‘expert’ namely, who is an expert in performing actions 
prescribed by the Sastras; who is ‘indifferent’, i.e., not 
interested in matters other than those enjoined by the Sas- 
tras; who is free from ‘agony’, i.e. , of pain caused by heat, 
cold, contact with coarse things etc. which are inevitably 
associated with the performance of rites prescribed by the 
Sastras; who renounces all ‘undertakings’, i.e., who 
renounces all undertakings except those demanded by the 
Sastras—the devotee who is like this is dear to Me. 


# ^ Harfct * Hfe STfalcr * I 

q f rEWq : 3T ft Ifo: II 17 II 

17. He who rejoices not, nor hates, nor grieves, nor desires, 
who renounces good and evil, who is full of devotion to 
me—dear to me is such a devotee. 


qf it wtor Etasrfia cwtohft * fa#, ^ 

H jtq i u i i rE] 

f, 3T: *T if to: || *vs || 


He who does not ‘rejoice’, i.e., that Karma Yogin, who, 
on obtaining things which cause joy to man, does not 
rejoice; who does not ‘hate’, does not hate on obtaining 
anything undesirable; who is not ‘grieved’ by common sor¬ 
rows which cause grief among men, as the loss of wife, son, 
fortune etc.; who ‘does not desire’ anything like wife, son, 
fortune etc., not already acquired by him; who ‘renounces 
good and evil,’ i.e., who renounces both merit and demerit 
because, like demerit, merit also causes bondage, there 
being no difference between them in this respect—he who 
is like this and devoted to Me is dear to Me. 
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^ cTOT HHItTRHqt: 
<Htf|e|e|Efd: II 


I 

18 II 


18. He who is same to foe and friend, honour and dishon¬ 
our, who is alike to both cold and heat, pleasure and pain, 
and who is free from all attachments; 


srf?focT: fM m-. \\ 19 II 

19. He who regards alike both blame and praise, who is 
silent and content with any lot, who has no home, who is 
firm of mind, and who is devoted to Me—dear to Me is such 
a man. 


3lfa cfcT: atfa ^Rrhl f^l | 

STRUfa 3RT3i ?frT , rlH JtWPWMlf^ 

TlfaTW:, if fe: || || 


The absence of hate etc., towards foes, friends etc., has 
already been taught in the stanza beginning with, ‘He who 
never hates any being’ (11.13). What is now taught is that 
equanimity to be practised even when such persons men¬ 
tioned above are present before one who is superior to 
those having a general equanirnous temperament referred 
to earlier. Who has no ‘home’, namely, who is not attached to 
ho,me, etc., as he possesses firmness of mind with regard to 
the self. Because of this, he is ‘same even in honour and dis¬ 
honour.’ He who is devoted to Me and who is like this—he 
is dear to Me. 


Showing the superiority of Bhakti-Nistha over 
Atma-nistha, Sri Krsna now concludes in accordance with 
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what is stated at the beginning of this chapter in Verse 2. 


^TRT VlTbWr^'cfcr ft II 20 II 

20. But those devotees who follow this nectar of virtuous- 
duty as taught above, who are full of faith and who regard 
Me as the Supreme—they are exceedingly dear to Me. 


^ wfcT^r ■#’ % g h i ukw grot vfow frt 

i# (HR) tf w arfrfcrcr % 

tat: II II 

But those who follow Bhakti Yoga—‘which is a nectar of 
virtuous duty,’ i.e., which is at once virtuous duty and nec¬ 
tar, and which even as a means, is equal to its end in confer¬ 
ring bliss on those who follow it as stated above, i.e., in the 
manner taught in the stanza beginning with ‘Those who, 
focusing their minds on Me’ (12.2)—such devotees are 
exceedingly dear to Me. 



5RT^ftswn^: 

Chapter 13 

Differentiation of the Known from the Knower 


tRugitafw qrw apift *Fiaaf «jii^wa 
y ic^ii^h sng: a?smic*Rt qpyirm^W 



■m dfckaWkftl , 

<Mfavw?q an?JR: ^r deft 


In the first group of six chapters, the realisation of the 
real nature of the individual self as forming the ancillary to 
the worship of Bhagavan Vasudeva, the Supreme 
Brahman, the supreme object of attainment, has been 
taught. It is also taught therein that it can be accomplished 
by two worthy paths, namely, Jhana Yoga and Karma 
Yoga. Next, in the middle group of six chapters, intense 
^nd one-pointed devotion to Bhakti Yoga, preceded by the 
true knowledge of the Lord, the supreme goal, and His 
glory, has been propounded. It was also taught in a secon¬ 
dary sense that Bhakti Yoga constitutes the means for those 
who wish for great sovereignty (Aisvarya) and also for 
those who aspire after the state of isolation (Kaivalya) of 
the self. 


In the next group of six chapters, the topics propounded 
in the first two group are examined. These are: The attri- 
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butes of the material body and of the self, the universe as 
the combination of these, the Ruler, His true nature, the 
real nature of Karma, J.nana and Bhakti and the ways of 
practising these. 

Now in the thirteenth chapter the following topics are 
discussed: (1) the nature of the body and the self; (2) 
examination of the real nature of the body; (3) the means 
for the attainment of the disembodied self; (4) the exami-. 
nation of the real nature of the self in disembodied state; 

(5) the cause of association of such a self with matter, and 

(6) the mode of discriminating between the body and the 
self. 


55 | 

ct nif: # rfe: II 1 II 

The Lord said: 

1. This body, O Arjuna, is called the Field, K§etra. He 
who knows it is called the Field-knower, K$etrajna, by those 
who know the self. 


aa^n, Ajar aa^n, ^s-. aa^n, f 3 T: #aaEnaTattest 

^ tkfhww aaiFtFt: arafcwja a^t aaNtaq; ^ 

asatnaaFslor ^ 335 aag tt ^?n^n^aa^*n^ 

^ dR&:— 1 

araft ^r: aa^njai: aa^n, uiife* 

'iiMift ?fa ; cwaft’^i^s^saari' 

sKif^+Hiar lap^aat ^teicwr ai^naf^ |fct aaraaa) 

aawf^K>jd^; arar pr ^njHict ^ii^aafh 

aasaNw^t: | 

4 MMvti | aa' aa^naRoiraa^r 
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^onf^td^ l f^T 4y,MWPft M^Prl 511'1-q^T: || , (([ < iK°) II ^ II 

The body which is cognised in identity with the 
experiencing self by co-ordinate predication(Samanadhik- 
aranya) in the propositions, ‘I am a goa, ‘I am a man,’ ‘I 
am fat,’ ‘I am slender’ etc., is described by those who know 
the real nature of the body as only the Field (Ksetra) of 
experience for the experiencing self, who is distinct from 
the body. Those who know this, namely, those who know 
the exact nature of the self, call It the Field-knower (Kset- 
rajna). That knower who knows the body, as divided into 
its different members and as their collectivity, can say ‘I 
know it, the body, as an object.’ The person with this per¬ 
ception is the one who is called the Ksetrajna or the 
Field-knower, who must necessarily be different from the 
Field (Ksetra), which is the object of this knowledge. 

It is true that at the time of perceiving an object like a pot 
which is different from one’s body, the seer who thinks ‘I 
am a god who sees it’ or ‘I am a man who sees it’ etc., is put¬ 
ting himself as identical with the body through co-ordinate 
predication. In the same way he experiences the body as an 
object of knowledge when he says 1 know this body.’ Thus 
if the body is an object of knowledge, it must be different 
from the knowing self. Therefore, the Field-knower (Kset¬ 
rajna), the knower, is other than the body which is an 
object of knowledge like a jar, etc. 

But this knowledge which arises by way of co-ordinate 
predication is justified on the ground that the body is 
inseparable from oneself; for it constitutes an attribute of 
the self like ‘cow-ness’ of the cow etc. The knowing self is 
however unique in being an eternal and subtle form of 
knowledge. But this is inaccessible to the ordinary man’s 
organs of vision; it is accessible only to a mind refined by 
Yoga. The ignorant see the knower only in the form of 
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Prakrti because of close proximity to or union with Prakrti. 
Sri Krsna thus declares later on: ‘When in identification 
with the Gunas be departs or stays or experiences, the 
deluded perceive him not. They, .who have the eye of 
knowledge, see’ (15.10). 


JTcT 5WII 2 II 

2. And know Me also as the Field-Knower in all Fields, O 
Arjuna. The knowledge of the Field and its Knower is, in My 
view, the true knowledge. 

sfrit 3 or 1^*—M4irH4> I §l3gr 3 
3# # #1^3^ Tit aW F Bft l | 

33T $3 dcHWHlftW^H 03 

Ptiw, ?ror $3 $3§T: 3 

3rHWHlfiW*toil3 03 


Ut?3 33^3^3—‘{SlR4l cil'K tfT 31 $3: wil^i 

1! 333: «JW<3«3: OtHlr^pi|d: I 

II UWIcWK^lalSFWT^ll 'Otr’IO: 1 3 5lT3rT: (fWltfH: II' 

.(ttKMO # I 

#R3 $3sTC3 3 
vr i ^ i «4i^ 3 spot gg^r i 

5lffr 3: ’jf^M-rtfl 033<% 3 3HrHl^lO?«l^:' (^Jo^ |vs|^ ) 3?3RWt 
‘3 3(lc*tPl IrltWIcM'ilS'Tltl ■MMIrMI 3 it?? Slffc 3: SflcOFORItt OOOlcT I 3 

3 (3^o3o^ MRR ) f3RJT: I 

03 SRWfBtdOT •H4y=l5(RI3 s 3llrH^3 31«K3M 
I 

'atgOIrOT$g&5TO ^Hftlof& cT: I’ (?oRo) ‘33^t^3oF3P30T-ft 
3t!33f IP <*°l^> ‘1^31^ frrMfrhifo fi^ETt^ II’ (?o|VR)#| 
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Know as Myself the Field-Knower also who is the only 
form of the Knower in all the bodies like divinities, men 
etc., i.e., know them as ensouled by Me. By the expression 
‘also’ (Api) in, ‘Know Me also (Api) as the Field-Knower,’ 
it is inferable that ‘Know Me as the Field-Knower in all 
Fields’ has also been taught by implication. Just as the 
body, on account of its being the attribute of the knower, 
cannot exist separately, and is consequently denoted by 
way of co-ordinate predication (Samanadhikarnya) with it, 
in the same manner both the Field and the Field-Knower, 
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on account of their being My attributes, cannot exist as 
entities separate from Me, and hence can be denoted as 
‘one with Me’ by way of co-ordinate predication. 

Both the Ksetra (Field) which is an aggregate of earth 
etc., and the Ksetrajha (the JTva) have the Lord for their 
Self, because of their being of the nature of the body of the 
Lord. Such is the teaching of the Sruti passages beginning 
from ‘He who dwelling in the earth, is within the earth, 
whom the earth does not know, whose body is the earth, 
who controls the earth from within—He is your inner Con¬ 
troller and immortal Self (Br.U., 3.7.3), and ending with 
‘He who, dwelling in the individual self as the self within, 
whom the self does not know, whose body the self is, who 
controls the self from within—He is your inner Controller 
and immortal Self (Br.U.Madh., 3.7.22). It is the dwelling 
in of the Lord as the Self of all the knowers of the bodies 
(Field-Knowers or the JIvas) on account of His being the 
inner Controller, that is the justification for describing Him 
as in co-ordinate predication (Samanadhikaranya) with 
them. 

In the beginning and later on, it was taught to the effect, 
‘I am the self, O Arjuna, dwelling in the hearts of all beings’ 
(10.20), and ‘Nothing that moves or does not move exists 
without Me’ (10.39) and ‘I, with a single aspect of Myself, 
am sustaining the whole universe’ (10.42). In the middle He 
describes Himself by way of co-ordinate predication as, ‘Of 
Adityas, I ajn Visnu’ etc. In the teachings concerning the 
difference between the body and its knower and concerning 
both of them as having Me for their Self—this knowledge of 
unity by co-ordinate predication alone is taught as ‘My 
view.’ 

Some (the followers of Advaita and Bhedabheda) say: 
The sentence ‘And know Me as the Knower’ should be 
understood as co-ordinate predication expressing identity 
between the individual self and the Supreme Self. Thus 
according to their view, the Lord (Isvara), who is Exis¬ 
tence-Knowledge-Bliss Absolute must be admitted to have 
become the individual self, as it were, through nescience 
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(Ajnana). According to their doctrine the teaching of iden¬ 
tity given here in the Text seeks to sublate that nescience. 
Just as teaching by a reliable person to the effect, ‘This is a 
rope, and not a snake,’ sublates the erroneous notion of a 
snake, the teaching of the Lord, who is most reliable, sub¬ 
lates the erroneous notion of the individual self (Ksetrjna) 
being different from Him. 

Such interpreters are to be questioned thus: Is this 
Teacher, Bhagavan Vasudeva, the Supreme Ruler, one 
whose nescience has been sublated by the exact knowledge 
of the Self or not? If His nescience has been sublated, then 
the perception of duality like Arjuna as the taught, and of 
actions like teaching, becomes impossible, because of the 
impossibility of superimposing a false form on the Self 
which is in reality mere undifferentiated Consciousness. If, 
however, His nescience has not been sublated on account 
of His not having realised the Self, then, because of His 
ignorance, it is utterly impossible for Him to teach the 
knowledge of the Self. Elsewhere it has been stated: ‘The 
wise, who have realised the truth, will instruct you in know¬ 
ledge’ (4.34). Thus, the polemics of this nature are to be 
ignored as having been set forth to misguide the world by 
these ignorant debaters whose arguments are contradicted 
by all Vedas, Smrtis, Itihasas, the Puranas, logic and their 
own words. 

The truth is this: Some of the Sruti texts declare that 
non-conscient matter, the conscient entity (the individual 
self)-and the Supreme Brahman are different in nature 
from one another in the relation of object of enjoyment, the 
enjoyer (subject) and the Supreme Ruler as follows: ‘From 
Prakrti, the Possessor of Maya projects this world, in which 
another (i.e. the individual self) is confined by Maya 
(Sve.U., 4.9); ‘Know then Maya to be the Prakrti and the 
Possessor of Maya to be the Great Lord’ (Sve.U., 4.10); 
‘The perishable is Prakrti; the immortal and imperishable is 
Hara (the individual self); and the Lord alone rules over 
both the perishable Prakrti and the imperishable individual 
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self’ (Sve.U., 1.10). Here, we expression, ‘The immortal 
and the imperishable is Hara,’ points out the enjoyer (i.e., 
individual self); It is called Hara because the individual self 
siezes matter as an object of Its own experience. 

Again, ‘He is the cause, the Lord of the lord of senses’ 
(Ibid., 6.9); ‘He has no progenitor and no Lord’ (Ibid., 
6.9); ‘He is the ruler of Prakrti, of the individual self, and 
the Lord of qualities’ (Ibid., 6.16); ‘He is the Lord of the 
Universe, the Ruler of individual selves, the eternal, the 
auspicious and the unchanging’ (Ma.Na., 13.3); ‘The two 
unborn—the knowing Lord and the unknowing individual 
self, the omnipotent and the impotent’ (Sve.U., 1.9); ‘The 
Constant among inconstants, the Intelligent among the 
intelligents, the one who grants the desires of the many’ 
(Ibid., 6.13. & Ka.U., 5.13); ‘When one knows the 
enjoyer, the object of enjoyment and Actuater...’ (Sve.U., 
1.12); ‘Regarding the individual self and the Actuater to be 
different, and blessed by Him, It attains immortality’ 
(Ibid., 1.6), and ‘Of these two, the one eats the sweet Pip- 
pala fruit, the other shines in his splendour without eating' 
(Ibid., 4.6 and Mun.U., 3.1.1). 

Further, ‘There is one unborn female, red, white and 
black, who produces many creatures like herself; there is 
another unborn being who loves her and is close to her; 
there is yet another male unborn who after having enjoyed 
her, gives her up’ (Ibid., 4.5): ‘The cow (i.e.Prakrti) that 
has no beginning or end, is the mother and source of all 
beings’ (Cha.U., 4.5) and ‘On the self-same tree, the indi¬ 
vidual self sits sunken in grief, and being ignorant and 
impotent, It grieves. When It sees the other, the gracious 
Lord and His glory, It attains freedom from grief (Sve.U., 
4.7). 

The following passages of the Gita are also to the point: 
‘This Prakrti, thus divided eightfold, composed of 
Ahankara etc., is Mine.’ ‘This is My lower Prakrti. Know 
My higher Prakrti to be distinct from this—the Life Princi¬ 
ple, by which the universe is sustained (7.4-5.); ‘All 
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beings, O Arjuna, enter into My Nature at the end of a 
cycle. These I send forth again at the beginning of a cycle. 
Resorting to Prakrti, which is My own, I send forth again 
and again all this multitude of beings, helpless under the 
sway of Prakrti’ (9.7-8); ‘Under my control, Prakrti gives 
birth to all that moves, and that which does not move. And 
because of this, O Arjuna, does the world spin’ (9.10); 
‘Know that Prakrti and the individual self are without 
beginning’ (13.19) ‘The great Brahman (or Prakrti) is My 
womb; in that I lay the germ; from it, O Arjuna, is the birth 
of all beings’ (14.3). The great Brahman of Mine, which is 
the womb of this world, called Prakrti, non-conscient mat¬ 
ter, consisting of elements in a subtle state—in it I lay the 
germ called conscient entity. From that, namely, from the 
compound between conscient and unconscient entities, 
which is willed by Me, are born all these beings beginning 
with the gods and ending with the immobile things mixed 
up with the unconscient matter. Such is the meaning. In the 
Sruti also, the subtle original state of material elements is 
signifed as Brahman : ‘From Him are produced Brahman as 
also the world of matter and soul (Anna) having name and 
form’(Mun.U., 1.1.9). 

Likewise, Sruti Texts declare that the Supreme Person 
constitutes the Self of all, and the conscient and non-con¬ 
scient entities are inseparable from Him; for,.those con¬ 
scient and unconscient entities, which abide in the form of 
the experiencer and the experienced abiding in all states, 
form the body of the Supreme Person; consequently they 
are under His control. These Texts are as follows: ‘He who, 
dwelling in the earth, is within the earth, whom the earth 
does not know, whose body the earth is, who is the Inner 
Ruler of the earth’ and ending with, ‘He who, dwelling in 
the self, is within the self, whom the self does not know, 
whose body the self is and who is the Inner Controller of 
the self’ (Br.U.Madh., 3.7.3-22). Likewise another passage 
declares: ‘He who is moving within the earth, to whom the 
earth is the body, whom the earth does not know...he who 
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is moving within the Mrtyu (Nature), to whom Mrtyu is the 
body, whom Mrtyu does not know.. .He is the Inner Self of 
all beings, sinless; He is the divine Lord, He is the one 
Narayana’ (Sub.U., 7). Here the term Mrtyu denotes the 
subtle state of non-conscient entity which is expressed by 
the term Tamas, because in the same Upanisad, it is 
declared, ‘The unmanifest (Avyakta) merges into Aksara 
(the imperishable), and the Aksara merges into Tamas 
(Ibid., 2). Elsewhere it is stated thus: ‘Entering within, is 
the Ruler of all creatures, the self of all (Tai.A., 3.21). 

Therefore, the Supreme Person, who possesses conscient 
and non-conscient entities abiding in all states as His body, 
is in the form of the world, whether in the state of cause or 
of effect. So, with the purpose of making this explicit, some 
Srutis declare that the world in its states as cause and effect, 
is He Himself. They begin with, ‘This Existence (Sat) alone 
was in the beginning, one only without a second... It 
thought, “May I become many, may I multiply”. It creates 
Tejas’ (Cha.U., 6.2.1.3), and ends with, ‘All creatures 
here, my dear, have their root in the Sat (Being), have their 
home in the Sat, have Sat as their support. All this has Sat 
for its self. That is Existence. He is the Self. That you are, 
O Svetaketu’ (Cha.U., 6.8.4.6-7). Elsewhere is the follow¬ 
ing text beginning with, ‘He desired, “May I become 
many”; He performed austerity; having performed auster¬ 
ity, He created all this,’ and concluding with, ‘He became 
both the Satya (individual self) and Anrta (matter), He has 
remained true to His nature’ (Tai.U., 2.6.1). 

The difference in nature between conscient and uncon- 
scient entities and the Supreme Person, established in the 
other Sruti passages, is asserted here also: ‘Lo! Entering 
into these three divinities (i.e. the Tejas, water and earth) 
in the form of living self (individual self), which is Myself, I 
distinguish name and form? (Cha.U., 6.3.2) and also in the 
text, ‘Having created it, He entered into it. Having entered 
it, He became Sat and Tyat...He became both conscious 
and unconscious, both the Satya (individual self) and Anrta 
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(matter). He has remained true to His own nature’ (TaLU., 
2.6.1). It is in this way that all the distinctions of names and 
forms are brought about: The Sruti also declares, ‘Then, 
this was undifferentiated. Now, it has been differentiated 
by names and forms’ (Br.U., 1.4.7). 

Therefore, He who exists in the states of effect and 
cause, and who has the conscient and unconscient entities 
in their gross and subtle states as His body, is the Supreme 
Person. Because the effect is not other than the cause, the 
effect becomes known when the cause is known, when the 
One becomes known, everything is known—thus what is 
posited by the Srutis stands explained. In the text, ‘Enter¬ 
ing into these three divinities by way of living self ( indi¬ 
vidual self) which is My self, I distinguish name and form’ 
(Cha.U., 6.3.2)—all the non-conscient entities are pointed 
out by the expression,‘the three divinities’, and then the 
distinguishing of names and forms arises on account of the 
individual selves having Him for Their Self, entering into 
those entities. Thus all expressive terms signify the Sup¬ 
reme Self who is qualified by the individual selves and 
non-conscient matter. Therefore, co-ordinate predication 
(Samanadhlkaranya) of a term denoting an effect with a 
term denoting the Supreme Self as cause, is quite approp¬ 
riate. 

Thus the Supreme Brahman, who has conscient and 
non-conscient entities in their gross and subtle conditions as 
His modes, is Himself the effect and the cause; so Brahman 
is the material cause of the world. Brahman Himself consti¬ 
tutes the material cause of the world, because Brahman, 
who has the conscient and unconscient entities in their sub¬ 
tle state as His body, forms the cause of all. Still as that 
material cause is a composite entity (i.e., of individual 
selves, Prakrti and Isvara), there is no mixing up of the 
natures of Brahman, conscient entities and non-conscient 
entities. This is perfectly tenable. 

Thus, for example, although the material cause of a 
multi-coloured cloth is a combination of white, black and 
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. red threads, the connection of whiteness etc., with the cloth 
is to be found only in the place where a particular kind of 
thread is woven in it; in the state of effect also, there is no 
mixing up of the colours everywhere. Similarly, although 
the world has for its material cause a combination of the 
Lord, conscient and non-eonscient entities, still in its condi¬ 
tion as an effect also, there is no mixing up of the respective 
qualities of experiencer (subject), the experienced (object) 
and the Controller (God). Though these threads can exist 
separately they are brought together at a time by man’s will 
and acquire the character and effect as a consequence. But 
in the case of the world manifestation, there is a unique¬ 
ness. It consists in that the intelligent and insentient entities 
in both causal and effect conditions derive their existential 
nature only from, and as, modes of the Supreme Person, by 
forming His body. Thus the Supreme Person having those 
entities as His body, is always signifed by all these terms 
indicating them. As for the differences in nature, their 
respective speciality of character holds good here (i.e., in 
the production of world as of the coloured cloth); 

Such being the case, though the Supreme Brahman 
enters the effect, owing to absence of transformation of His 
nature, the unchangeability is well established. To signify 
Brahman as effect is also very appropriate, because He is 
the Self sustaining the conscient and non-conscient entities 
from within their gross condition when they are differen¬ 
tiated by name and form: What is called effect is nothing 
other than the cause passing into another state of existence. 

The various scriptural statements that the Supreme 
Brahman is without attributes are also tenable in the sense 
that He is not associated with evil attributes, as the Sruti 
text, ‘He is free from evil, ageless, deathless, sorrowless, 
hungerless, thirstless’ eliminates all evil attributes, and 
then says that He is full of auspicious attributes: ‘Whose 
desire is real, whose will is real’ (Cha.U., 8.7.1). This Sruti 
text itself settles here what was generally declared 
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elsewhere that negation of attributes (Guna-nisedha) per¬ 
tains to evil attributes in Brahman. 

The doctrine that Brahman is of the nature of knowledge 
is also quite appropriate, because it amounts to saying that 
the true nature of Brahman, who is omniscient and 
omnipotent, who is antagonistic to all that is evil, and who 
is the mine of all auspicious attributes, can be adequately 
defined only as Knowledge, as one whose nature is Know¬ 
ledge, since He possesses self-luminosity. The following 
texts teach that Brahman is the Knower: ‘He who is 
all-knowing, all wise’ (Mun.U., 1.1.9); ‘His high power is 
revealed, indeed, as various and natural, as consisting of 
knowledge, strength and activity’ (Sve.U., 6.8); ‘My dear, 
by what means has one to understand the Knower?’ 
(Br.U., 2.4.14); and the text,‘Brahman is Existence, 
Knowledge and Infinity’ (Tai.U., 2.1.1). All these teach 
that Brahman is of the nature of Knowledge in ais much as 
He can be defined only as Knowledge, and because also He 
is self-luminous. 

In the texts ‘He desired, “May I become many” ’ 
(Tai.U., 2.6.1), ‘It thought, “May I become many” ’ 
(Cha.U., 6.2.3), ‘It became differentiated by names and 
forms’—it is affirmed that Brahman thus exists of His own 
Will in a wonderful plurality of modes on account of His 
having the immovable and movable entities as His body. 
Consequently it is false to affirm the opposite view that the 
manifold entities do not have Brahman as their self in a real 
sense. 

Thus, it is the unreality of manifold existence (i.e., of 
entities without Brahman for the Self) that is denied in the 
following texts: ‘He obtains death after death who sees dif¬ 
ference here’ (Ka.U., 2.4.10), ‘There is nothing here that is 
manifold’ (Ka.U., 2.4.11), ‘But where there is duality, as it 
were, there one sees another...but where everything has 
become the self...there, by what can one see what...who 
shall know which by what?’ (Br.U., 4.5.15). There is also 
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no denial of the manifoldness of modes of the Brahman 
resulting from His assumption of various names and forms 
by His will. This is established in Sruti texts such as, ‘May I 
become manifold’ (Tai.U., 2.6.1 and Cha.U., 6.2.3) etc. 
This manifold modality is proved to be existent in the com¬ 
mencement of even that passage which negates multiplicity 
by asserting. ‘But where everything has become the self 
(Br.U., 4.5.15). ‘Everything deserts Him who knows 
everything to be apart from Him’ (Br.U., 4.5.7), and ‘Lo, 
verily, from this great Being has been breathed forth that 
which is Rg veda’ (Ibid., 2.4.10). 

Thus there is no contradiction whatsoever among the 
Srutis which assert difference in essence and in nature bet¬ 
ween the conscient self, non-conscient matter and the 
Lord, whose body the former entities are. There is no con¬ 
tradiction, also in the scriptural statement that they are 
identical. The relation of the body and the self exists at all 
times between the Lord and the conscient and non-con- 
scient entities. The Sruti texts themselves establish that 
those entities, which constitute the body (of the Lord), 
acquire in causal condition, a subtle state, in which they 
cannot be differentiated. In the effect condition they are in 
a gross state with names and forms , and are capable of dif¬ 
ferentiation into a multiplicity of entities as modes of the 
Supreme. 

Thus there is no room whatsoever for entertaining such 
doctrines which ascribe nescience to Brahman (as in 
Advaita), for describing the differences in Brahman as due 
to limiting adjuncts (as in Bhedabheda) and other tenets 
(Yadavaprakasa’s). All these proceed from unsound logic 
and are in violation of all Srutis. Let this over-long polemic 
be terminated here. 

The object of this long polemical passage is to refute the 
Advaitic interpretation of the statement Know the 
Field-Knower in all bodies as Myself as one of absolute 
identity between the JIva and Isvara. The thesis of the 
author of the commentary is that the relation is not oneof 
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absolute identity but only one of identity of reference of 
several inseparable entities to a common substratum known 
technically as Samanadhikaranya or co-ordinate predica¬ 
tion, also translated sometimes as grammatical co-ordina¬ 
tion. The literal meaning of the expression is ‘the relation of 
abiding in a common substratum.’ The relation of the Jiva 
and Prakrti to Isvara is as of body and soul or as a mode 
(Prakara) and its substratum (Prakari). The relation bet¬ 
ween the body and soul of an ordinary being is, however, 
separable at death. But it is inseparable in the case of Isvara 
and this JIva-cum-Prakrti body. In this sense Isvara is the 
Field-knower (Ksetrajna) of the Field (Ksetra) constituted 
of all individual entities conscient and inconscient, just as in 
each individual personality the Jiva and the body are the 
field-knower and the field respectively. , 

See page 459 


ST xT ifcUURW elc*WT#T £ II 3 II 

3. Listen briefly from Me what the Field is, and what it is 
like, what its modifications are, what purpose it serves, what 
it is; and who the self is and what Its powers are. 

^ 1M || 


What the ‘Field is’ namely, what its substance is; what it 
is ‘like’, namely, what things depend on it; what its ‘modifi¬ 
cations’ are, namely, what its transformations are; what the 
‘purpose’ is for which it has been originated; ‘what it is,’ 
namely, what its true nature is; ‘who it is,’ namely, who the 
individual self is and what Its nature is like; what Its ‘pow¬ 
ers’, are, namely, what powers It possesses. All this, briefly 
learn from Me. 


jftcT | 



II 4 II 
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4. It has been sung by seers in various ways, in various dis¬ 
tinctive hymns, and also in the well-reasoned and conclusive 
words of the Brahma-sutras. 


9^3? *fl|9T '3tef xt 

xf qirW^ II Tpit ^ 

tjfocftq^ I 3#gi7-riS*rci ^ clW$% 11 311cm 5TRTt 

w$*r. q?: i sfgqqq# qqzr ir (faojo^i^v^ > ?wr 

‘(hu-s: ^TOT: jo - : II cidlSsftfct j^cti dsii IT 

(t^ojoxi^l^) 3S1T ^ 'f% c=4lclfx*>c:% 2 iftqTcTq %g qi^ilc^ 7# 

% cAdir*) II WRTiqq^R<xf tjqqj i^cZicjfplrr: | cRf5^jJ|c^ef ftqpit TJfqT 

fMrRTq#* (I 1 (ftog^l^l^-^) | 

*3^ ftl^Th^l: gift: ^ 3H{t:-‘ R*ft <HTM 

qfa: I qT^lTfqq.l^: &r'&tfliRr xT IT (W°$ll£l L l4?V , ? > |^) # I 
^S-qlfq: rpFllil^h 3K*lH|: ^WlWefPr-. ^ei<4wl: 

qFR^3R?iH 311TOT: tbjcT:; ^TOII^qi^:, qRft#:, 
sreftiq:, 3Tsq: ^ihit aftqw., sftq^ftWis^q, 3Mt^qi?q:, q'qrqqq^q''. 


awyw:' (|^) # ^i^^y^q^sifipaRT 3R*n^3F?q yiuwi 
^ 3Prlt JRfrOT^ srfJwnt cRFRTSr Hcft-M WHlM4 K-qlS-rK SHc^ir fasiVW:' 
(to^o^lv) # aiRWW '«J ^PTC^lfelFWl^ 3F!fryrR: 

3HcqR-<l«:' (cfo^oRh) ^qsR41 Sift at^RRtfcOT atFRPflRT: WHlrUI 
3tfa%T: | 


^ h=t ?pt : ^rora'. two ^ 

i 

'5!5RJjiqft: ^ qq" 55Hlf^ql3R^n^: q^: | 

foftfclct: Rufav^ : (5To^o =*|^ ) #STRVZT 4rt> : | 

q^qisctr«T:' (sfo^o ^i^i^) ^qRwr "#5(3 qq' (5to*jo 
xl^l^) fFUlf^T: ^sWMRWlftufa grK: | ' qttf qsgift:' (qo^o^i^iv!:) 

sir! xf |c(riWr4rxH 4tW{^ I 

qq q§qr 4=t ^T^4$wMi<ui jwt ^ # 

II V II 


It is this truth regarding the Kestra and Ksetrajna that 
has been sung in various ways by Parasara and other seers. 
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For example, ‘I a 1 \>u and others are composed of the 
elements; and the moments, following the stream of qual¬ 
ities, assume a shape; these qualities, Sattva and the rest, 
are dependent on Karma; and Karma, accumulated by nes¬ 
cience, influences the condition of all beings. The self is 
pure, imperishable, tranquil, void of qualities and is 
pre-eminent over Prakrti’ (V.P., 2.13.69-71). Similarly: 
‘The body, characterised by head, hands, feet and the like 
is different from Purusa.’ Which of these can I designate by 
the name I?’ (Ibid., 2.13.89). And also: ‘Are you the head 
or the belly? Are you indeed the feet and other limbs, or do 
they belong to you, O King? You are distinct in your nature 
from all your members, O King. Know, O King, and under¬ 
stand “Who am I” ’. (Ibid., 1.13.102-3) 

Moreover they state that Vasudeva constitutes the Self of 
the distinct entities (Ksetra and Ksetrajna): ‘The senses, 
Manas, Buddhi, vigour, splendour, strength, courage, both 
Ksetra and Ksetrajna have Vasudeva for their self. 
(Ma.Bha.Sa., 149.136). 

In various distinctive hymns, namely, in the Vedas, Rg, 
Yajus, Saman and Atharvan, the distinction of body and 
the self has been sung. The nature of the body is described 
in the following text: ‘From this Self, verily, ether arose; 
from the ether, air; from air, fire; from fire, water; from 
water, the earth; from the earth, herbs; from the herbs, 
food; from food, the person. The same person, verily, con¬ 
sists of the essence of food’ (Tai.U., 2.1.2). Afterwards that 
which is inner than this (body) and which consists of Prana 
(or the vital breath), and that which is inner than this and 
which consists of mind are described. The nature of Ksetr- 
jna is stated in the passage: ‘Verily, other than, and within, 
that one that consists of mind, that (the individual Self) 
consists of understanding’ (Ibid., 2.4.2). Later, the Sup¬ 
reme Brahman is stated in the text; ‘Verily, other than, and 
within, that one consisting of understanding, is the Sup¬ 
reme Self that consists of bliss’ (Ibid., 1.5.2). This is stated 
to be the Supreme Self, consisting of bliss, as forming the 
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inner Self of the individual self. Similarly in the three 
Vedas, Rg, Saman and Atharvan, here and there, the dis¬ 
tinctive existence of the Ksetra and the Ksetrajna is 
affirmed with Brahman for their Self. 

Likewise, the same purpose is taught in the words of the 
Brahma-sutras, namely, the aphorisms about Brahman, 
known also as the Sariraka-sutras, which are characterised 
by reasoning, decision and conclusion. In the Sutras com¬ 
mencing with, ‘Not ether, on account of the absence of the 
Sruti’ (B.S., 2.3.1), the nature and the mode of the Ksetra 
is determined. In the Sutras commencing with ‘Not the self, 
on account of the Sruti and on account of the eternity, 
(which is made out) from them’ (Ibid., 2.3.18), the true 
nature of the Ksetrajna is determined.. In the Sutras ‘But 
from the Supreme, this being declared by Sruti’ (Ibid., 
2.3.40), thatKsetrajna has the Lord for Its Self on account 
of Its being under the control of the Lord, is declared. It has 
been sung in various ways; the meaning of this Sloka is this: 
Listen about the truths of the Ksetra and the Ksetrajna 
which have been expounded in numerous ways and 
declared by Me in a lucid and brief manner. 


^ qs*? ii 5 n 

5. The great elements, the Ahahkara, the Buddhi, the 
Avyakta, the ten senses and the-one, besides, the five objects 
of the senses; 

| 

Wtt&f || 6 II 

6. Desire, hatred, pleasure and pain and the combination 
that constitutes the basis of consciousness (or the individual 
seif). Thus this. Ksetra has been briefly described with its 
modifications. 
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^sq^jgn^zpRi^wgn^ni^, 3ti|$rct flinq, ataRk iijicl: | 

?fe#i 3^r ^ qs^ ^ ^ garthti :, ^ s-hiPi, 

jfi^pnfSr, ctrPt ^t, n^q; # iw: | sP&pfcrc r: ^ 

$l<^M$W'M'«I < l*Cn': II s II 



^saq. ^sritoPi ^rf^fRT: 3=sq5%; qgfr 
3IEW|J?ipPr, cWlfa 3naRT: # 

3®lR% | cN y4r=w^ ‘5^: tp^ftFIT ^ilrhr*) 5><yr«4cl ’ 
(m°) # 3$U%I wm: %H^frT:, StngPt: 3TPJH:,^3^ IfrfrilMtfl f 


whtqapff ^hvprt: ^ anvnwtr 391# v^rtoih:, 

M^rMlRyf^oiKigoilK®*^ ?^®IWra^Pq, 

^cw^«aj:<s^MHl*u^l<<rtlM*il'»H 3rf> >tarf^ | 

^tq OTI&4 ?i^or qft«hK WWtfq 3<l^dq || ^ || 


The ‘great elements, the Ahankara, the Buddhi and the 
Avyakta’ are substances that originate the Ksetra. The 
‘great elements’ are the earth, water, fire, air and ether. 
The ‘Ahankara’ here means Bhutadi (primeval element). 
The ‘Buddhi’ is called Mahat; the ‘Avyakta’ is known as the 
Prakrti. The ‘ten senses and the one’ and the five objects of 
senses are principles depending on the Ksetra. The ‘five 
sensorial organs’ are ear, skin, eye, tongue and nose. The 
five motor organs are speech, hands, feet, and the organs of 
excretion and reproduction. These are the ten senses. The 
Manas is the additional ‘one’ more. The ‘objects of the 
senses’ are five—sound, touch, form, taste and smell. 


Desire, hatred, pleasure and pain, being the transforma¬ 
tion of the Ksetra, are said to be the modifications of the 
Ksetra. Though desire, hatred, pleasure and pain are the 
qualities of the self, yet they originate from the association 
of the self with the Ksetra. 3ri Krsna will state that they are 
the attributes of the self; ‘In the experience of pleasure and 
pain, the self is said to be the cause’ (13.20) 

The combination of elements serves as the support 
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( Adhrti ) of the intelligent self. As such, the word Adhrti 
means substratum. The combination of material elements 
has arisen as the substratum for the self to experience plea¬ 
sure and pain, and for acquiring worldly experiences and 
the final release. The combination of elements is formed by 
substances commencing from the Prakrti and ending with 
the earth; it is the basis of senses which are endowed with 
the modifications of the nature of desire, hatred, pleasure 
and pain. These form a Sanghata or an association of ele¬ 
ments. It serves as the basis of the experience of pleasure 
and pain by the individual self. This is what is said of the 
Ksetra. This Ksetra has been explained briefly with its 
modifications and effects. 

^piT: iil'wi-rt— 

Now certain qualities, the effects of the Ksetra, worthy of 
being acquired as being the means for securing the know¬ 
ledge of the self, are enumerated. 

aiMKlfMKH || 7 II 

7. Modesty, absence of ostentation, non-injury, patience, 
sincerity, service of the preceptor, purity, firmness and 
seif-restraint; 

vwfjjHR C{RT: d$jfitd^fff| 3tf^(T 

arifr apf qfr a i faftdRw^ | atrfo 
iw^di l 3iwwTmwH' atWMUdifoPl atra# 

#g^ a<W9i i MdrHW«<4 l ^di UHltflg p ro i 1 

3f&| 1^355^1 3TIrMPlPWf:-JR# 

|| vs || 

‘Amanitva’ means freedom from superiority complex 
towards eminent people. ‘Adambhitva’: ‘Dambha’ is the 


6-8] DIFFERENTIATION OF THE KNOWER FROM THE KNOWN 435 


practice of Dharma for winning fame as a virtuous person; 
freedom from it is Adambhitva. ‘Ahimsa’ is absence of ten¬ 
dency to injure others by speech, mind and body. ‘Ksanti’ is 
the tendency of keeping the mind unmodified even when 
harmed by others. ‘Arjava’ means having a uniform dispos¬ 
ition towards others in speech, mind and body. 
‘Acaryopasana’ means being intent in prostrating, ques¬ 
tioning, performing service etc., in regard to the teacher 
who imparts the knowledge of the self. ‘Sauca’ is the com¬ 
petence of the mind,speech and body, as enjoined by the 
Sastras, for the knpwledge of the self and the means of this 
attainment. ‘Sthairya’ is possessing unshakable faith in the 
3astras concerning the self. 1 Atma-vinigraha’ means the 
turning away from all objects that are different in nature 
from the self. 


II 8 II 

8. Absence of desire with regard to sense-objects, and also 
absence of egotism, the perception of evil in birth, death, old 
age, disease and sorrow; 





‘Absence of desire’ with regard to sense-objects means 
dispassion towards all objects different from the spiritual 
self by the constant awareness of the evil in them. ‘Absence 
of egotism’ means freedom from the misconception that the 
self is the body, which is in reality different from the self. 
This is only an illustration standing for other misconcep¬ 
tions too. It indicates freedom from the feeling of posses- 


436 


SRf RAMANUJA GfTA bhasya 


[Ch. 13 


sion towards things which do not belong to one. Perception 
of evil in birth, death, old age, disease and sorrow’ means 
the constant contemplation on the inevitable evil of birth, 
death, old age and sorrow while in the body. 


W || 9 tl 

9. Non-attachment, absence of clinging to son, wife, home 
and the like, and constant even-mindedness to all desirable 
and undesirable events; 

^1 1 ^4vU(M4><U l rd| I ^ OT ^ 



‘Non-attachment’ means freedom from attachment to 
things other than the self. ‘Absence of clinging’ to son, 
wife, home and the like means absence of excessive affec¬ 
tion for these beyond the limits allowed by the Sastras. 
‘Constant even-mindedness’ to all desirable and undesira¬ 
ble events means the state of freedom from joy and grief 
with regard to occurrences springing from desire. 


|| 10 || 

10. Constant devotion directed to Me alone, resort to solit¬ 
ary places and dislike for crowds; 


arflfo: li || 

‘Constant devotion’ means devotion with a single end, 
namely, Myself the Lord of all; ‘remaining in places free 
from people’ means having no love for crowds of people. 
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3trh^H || 11 || 

11. Constant contemplation on the knowledge pertaining to 
the self, reflection for the attainment of knowledge of the 
truth—this is declared to be knowledge, and what is con¬ 
trary to it is ignorance. 


afl'HtPl |lRR^31«aicH§IW clfvl8rctt^ 
dfvKd^ I HTO% 3&R 3J15RT # fHR; a«rMslM*tlW( I 
^sRiarf^FT: gfcwr 

3ifn^ II n II 


‘Adhyatma-jnana’ is the knowledge that pertains to the 
self. Reflection for the attainment of knowledge of the 
truth, namely, being always intent in the thought having for 
its object the knowledge of the truth. ‘Knowledge’ is that by 
which the self is realised. The meaning is that it is the means 
for the knowledge of the self. The group of attributes men¬ 
tioned before, beginning with modesty etc., are those that 
are favourable for the knowledge of the self in association 
with the body. All the evolutes of Ksetra, which are diffe¬ 
rent from those mentioned above, constitute ignorance, as 
they are antagonistic to the knowledge of the self. 


Now, the nature of Ksetrajna, characterised as the 
knower in the stanza, ‘He who knows it’ (13.1), is 
examined: 


SHlf&AK ^tfvlRr^y^ II 12 || 

12. I shall declare that which is to be known, knowing 
which one attains the immortal self. It is beginningless 
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b rahman having Me for the Highest (Anadi matparam); it is 
said to be neither being nor non-being. 


aWlPlHlRfa . $4 aw ^ P[r( STCSmfa, ^fnr4T 

3Rlfe, 3R®rf|y<^ll<414 39t%:5Tf^?RT«33 31^tiTira%| —'? 

W& 3T ftqfed;' (^o^o # I 

sit qfirr 14% ir <w #nj^' 

(V3h) S%ft3TB*f, WM-eti&ttHfl WktedwW'H % 31R*W^MHJ cTOT xT 
‘V 3nr»#r irUWTrJTd^^ qqicqT 4 4^ q^THIl Zf 3(|cHM»K«j 
qJTqffT (fo3o ^KsR^) ^|.9t ‘TT TOOT <WU||(yq|14qt 4 xtR3| Tfelftar 
4T#jtT: V (34o3° ^R) (?4o3o ??qrf^Kr i 


5I5T ^T^fJ|4lPt, ^3RT: ^SklRfit: uRr^M^d 

^HtSR; 3?Hsf:| 'IT tJRR’TR (?4o^o ^R) f| 

SlfoqRfesl?? ^ 3TT5T g3R*T 3114^1 31T3# 31% 

stQi^icq: U^rll4 | 'TT jiyiK-wcflc^lrii^ »l&*J4W 4x*lcl I’ (?V1R^) 'sls^i) ft 
Mlrl8lt£M»ktt4NWW =er II' (?VRvs) ‘jlSPJrr: SWUlcMI 4#3%4TT^#r I W- 

t#j -^2 JT§f^ ^ wi; ir (^hv) #3ra4^ | 

'4 Tl^ rl^ 4 3TR^ 3=5q4’ 4>l44RU|^qW'tyigiRi|d'rWI TtSRl^JSc&wnTT 
31l4fW^q 4 3=9=1% I 


t, d'H&KII +KU||cRyWI^ 
3w<^3%3-oMrl | cWT’ST3j%:—'3i<Jsli S<;*Ju 3n<flc| | deft 4d^ldci |’ (<^o3o 
=<|o) 'r&Z d^l^dMRfldvilM^qr*^ aj|^H• (|o^o ^|v|vs) ^ 5|I %1 T I 

«KRNiR.uir<H*ardMi’«Hi : 5 sirtrt: ^4^qiftta4«df<i:, 4 wh:, 3% 
W^^sifcSRWlI^ Sinw^q 4 3F5q% | 

'w 3c?m smfct 3% w«ii«H«j qt a?r 3^1 asnfo 
q? asr skrotrpoti 3% *Kuii«*yywi 
#i#i§RgR^ 3# sRrsss^an^n, $Piirc*T tit srfwt qaSjar # 
4 WWxss«5pl<feiW^ || II 


I shall declare that nature of the individual self 
( brahman ) which is the object to be known, namely, what is 
to be gained by means of virtues like modesty etc., by 
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knowing which one attains to the self which is immortal, 
birthless, free from old age, death and such other material 
qualities. [The expression is split up as—Anadi= begin¬ 
ningless; Mat-param=having Me as the Highest.] Anadi 
means that which is beginningless. Indeed, there is no origi¬ 
nation for this individual self ( brahman ) and for the same 
reason. It is endless. The Sruti also declares: ‘The wise one 
is not born, nor dies’ (Ka.U., 2.18). ‘Matpara’ means hav¬ 
ing Me for the Highest. Verily, it has been told: ‘Know that 
which is other than this (lower nature), which is the 
life-principle, to be the highest Prakrti of Mine’ (7.5). By 
virtue of being the body of the Lord, the nature of the self 
finds joy in being completely subsidiary to Him. So the 
Sruti declares: ‘He who, dwelling in the self, is within the 
self, whom the self does not know, whose body the self is 
and who controls the self from within...’ (Br.U.Madh., 
5.7.22). Similarly do the texts declare: ‘He is the cause. 
Lord of Lords and of sense organs. He has no progenitor, 
nor lord’ (Sve.U., 6.9); and ‘He is the Lord of the Pradhana 
and of the individual selves, and the Lord of qualities 
(Ibid., 6.16). 

That which is conjoined with the quality of infinite 
dimension or extensiveness can be designated as brahman. 
It is different from, and not circumscribable by, the body 
etc. The meaning is, It is the principle which apprehends 
the Ksetra. Sruti also declares: ‘He (i.e., the individual self) 
partakes of infinity’ (Sve.U., 5.9). By Its Karma It is cir¬ 
cumscribed. It assumes Its infinite nature only when It is 
fredd from the bonds of Karma. The term brahman is 
applied to designate the individual self as in: ‘He, crossing 
beyond the Gunas', becomes fit for the state of brahman ’ 
(14.26), ‘I am the ground of the brahman, who is immuta¬ 
ble and immortal’ (14.27), and ‘Having attained to the state 
of brahman , tranquil, he neither grieves nor craves; regard¬ 
ing all beings alike, he attains supreme devotion to Me’ 
(18.54). 

It ( brahman ) is said to be neither being nor non-being. 
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The terms ‘being’ and ‘non-being’ cannot signify the nature 
of the self because It is neither effect nor cause. For It is cal¬ 
led ‘being’ (Sat) in the condition of effect when It has the 
form of gods etc. As It cannot possess names and forms in 
the condition of cause, It is said to be ‘non-being’ or Asat. 
So the Sruti texts declare: ‘In the beginning, verily, this 
(brahman) was non-existence; therefrom the being was 
born’ (Tai.U., 2.7.1) and ‘Verily, this (brahman)v/as then 
undifferentiated. It became differentiated by names and 
forms’ (Br.U., 1.4.7). The self’s conditions as effect and 
cause have arisen on account of veiling by Avidya or ignor¬ 
ance in the form of Karma. It is not an expression of Its real 
nature. So, the terms ‘being’ and ‘non-being’ do not signify 
the nature of the self, If it is argued that, in the passage ‘In 
the beginning, verily, this (Brahman) was non-existence’ 
(Tai.U., 2.7.1), it is the Supreme Brahman in the state of 
cause that is described—even then it can be pointed out 
that the Supreme Brahman in causal condition has, for His 
body, the conscient and non-conscient entities in a subtle 
state, incapable of being differentiated by names and 
forms. Such a description is therefore valid. On the same 
principle the nature of Ksetra (body) and Ksetrajna (indi¬ 
vidual self) in the state of cause can also be indicated by the 
term ‘non-being’. But this condition of the individual self 
has arisen due to Karma and such descriptions as ‘being’ 
and ‘non-being’ are applicable to the self only in the state of 
bondage. Its pure form cannot be signified by the terms 
‘being’ and ‘non-being’. 


|| 13 II 


13. Everywhere are Its hands and feet; Its eyes, heads and 
mouths are everywhere; Its ears are on all sides; and It exists 
encompassing all things. 
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<[4d IMIIUIMR rR[ cTOT 

sfeiR kIh^m h4ci — 

'Jt’M'il illlrll tT 3R9,) ^(4 tK^4l 

gpJT: aiqifaqigSET ^4cT:qrfSiqi^5R|4^?4 Sgfctl Ur4 J II4W: 3lfa 

qR$|&W drHIWlW-rlll ^4H:Mlftwi<*l&w44^t ^RfcS^qjJ I 
‘cRJ R^RRsTC: iRii UiU|>$Rr <3<>3o 

5lW31lfyHT m SWwfalMdl: r (*VE) I 

4l4> ^1^3 3n^r«-i (d8& | 33 . <»w5*iWi 3^ <34 o<4M RibRI; 

^U^lR^i^dcWl II U II 

Everywhere are Its hands and feet i.e., the self in Its pure 
form is able to perform everywhere the works of hands and 
feet. Its eyes, heads and mouths are everywhere; It per¬ 
forms everywhere the task of eyes etc. The Sruti declares; 
‘Without feet or hands, He moves swiftly and seizes things; 
He sees without eyes, He hears without ears? (Sve.U., 
3.19). It may be said that it means that the Supreme 
Brahman performs everywhere the task of hands, feet etc., 
even though He is devoid of hands and feet. If ‘ Brahman ’ is 
taken to mean the self, it can be asked how this power of 
the Supreme Brahman (namely, having hand, feet, eyes, 
etc., everywhere) can be attributed to the self, then the ans¬ 
wer is that it is established in the Srutis that the pure indi¬ 
vidual self has the capacity of performing the task of hands, 
feet etc., because It is equal to Him. Sruti also declares: 
‘Then, the wise seer, shaking off good and evil, stainless, 
attains the supreme equality with Him’ (Mun.U., 3.1.3). 
Sri Krsna will also teach later on: ‘Resorting to this know¬ 
ledge, It partakes of My nature’ (14.2). It exists encompas¬ 
sing all things, whatever aggregate of things that exist in the 
world; It encompasses them. The sense is that in Its pure 
state, It is all-pervasive, as It has no limitation of space etc. 



srcrei fofii w it 14 II 
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14. Shining by the functions of the senses, and yet devoid of 
the senses, detached and yet supporting all, devoid of Gupas 
and yet experiencing the Gupas; 

Mu-i straraf ^pppir 

jQwf tW:, ?^q|fTiftr: atfa sn<j fpstf: I 

t-l'Sp£M% : tl4ci U.4 : <<4d «.<=! *|4 MIWlI^ I TKJft. 

^ ^ ^41^4 ^WRwvf ^ | 'tt ^«it 44% 
(HWT 44%) %Vff 44%’ vsR^R) I 

%jpr <rar -p^uwh: *R5nf^pR%T gonitf ^ *trg#tr ^jiht *ft»Kwv f 

^ it n 

Sarvendriya-gunabhasam i.e., shining by the functions of 
the senses—means that which is shedding light on the func¬ 
tions of all the senses. The ‘Gunas’ of the senses means the 
activities of the senses. The meaning is that the self is capa¬ 
ble of knowing the objects with the functioning of the 
senses. ‘Yet devoid of the senses’ i.e., It is capable by Itself, 
of knowing everything. Such is the meaning. It is ‘de¬ 
tached’, namely, It is free, by nature, from attachment to 
the bodies of gods etc. ‘Yet supporting all,’ yet capable of 
supporting all bodies, such as of gods etc., as declared in 
the Sruti. ‘It is one, is threefold...’ (Cha.U., 7.26.2). It is 
devoid of Gunas, i.e., by nature It is devoid of Sattva etc., 
and yet It is the ‘experiencer of the Gunas’—It has the 
capability to experience Sattva etc. 


qjlwra xKfe XT I 



15 II 


15. It is within and without all beings; It is unmoving and 
yet moving; It is so subtle that none can comprehend It; It is 
far away, and yet It is very near. 


^£|oi4l<£|P) ^dlPl 4% I 

<44IU(: #44T 4$4f c|R ft ) 3T4t 
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xT-t-dHWd: I TJS-Mrqi<\ 

4hiR^; I 


^3T ^ 3lft#T =ET <1?f, W«ft^TWJpi<f^Mi ^tePpiHT jRT 
ct^whh aifa crar ^u i ftH i i^iftaw r ^ 03 atf^& ^ 

^ II ^ II 


Abandoning the elements like earth etc.. It can exist out¬ 
side the body. It can exist within them while performing 
spontaneous activities as established in the Srutis: ‘Eating, 
playing, enjoying with partners or with vehicles’ (Cha.U., 
8.12.3). ‘It is unmoving and yet moving’—it is by nature, 
unmoving, It is moving when It has a body. It is so subtle 
that none can comprehend It. Although existing in a body, 
this principle, possessed of all powers and omniscient, can¬ 
not be comprehended by bound ones because of Its subtlety 
and Its distinctiveness from the body. It is far away and yet 
It is very near—though present in one’s own body, It is far 
away from those who are devoid of modesty and other 
qualities (mentioned above) as also to those who possess 
contrary qualities. To those who possess modesty and such 
other qualities, the same self is very near. 


srofoaj ^ II 16 II 

16. Undivided and yet remaining as if divided among 
beings, this self is to be known as the supporter of elements. 
It devours them and causes generation. 


^dntii4>ftui ‘aw ngscf:’ 5 % ^dtprr; ^ i 

(^10 # I 
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(1<^3kM+ 4) ^j^STT: 3W?»tK $kiH, 
# pcj I ?rar 3Rn#^T Mlftwi ufewj, 

SftWfls fr ijfoaft ^ 5^ 5FWPI I 

5P#e^ xr srog^j: ^ | ii-wwws«<5iH(^ mRumhi gwa^j: 

^WT: 31Sl5*TK^4® SI^ ?l't4n S<-M«f: | 

^d-Huw^M ^gsHtragw^: # 

it « ii 

Though the entity called the self is present everywhere in 
the bodies of divinities, men etc.. It is ‘undivided’ because 
of Its form being that of the knower. However, to those 
who are ignorant, It appears divided, by such forms as 
those of divinities etc.—‘I am a divinity,’ ‘ man’ etc. 
Though the self can be contemplated by way of co-ordinate 
predication as one with the body in such significations as,‘I 
am divinity, I am a man,’ It can be known as being different 
from the body, because of Its being a knower. That is why it 
has already been pointed out at the beginning: ‘He who 
knows It? (13.1). 

Now Sri Krsna says that It can be known as different also 
on other grounds—as the ‘supporter of elements’ etc. 
Because It supports the earth and other elements combined 
in the shape of the body, the self can be known as being dif¬ 
ferent from the elements supported. The sense is that It can 
be known as a separate entity. Likewise, It is that which 
‘devours’, namely, the consumer of physical food etc. 
Because, It ‘devours’ the food, It can be known as an entity 
different from the elements. It causes ‘generation’—It is 
the cause of transformation of consumed food etc., into 
other forms like blood etc. As eating, generating etc., are 
not seen in a corpse, it is settled that the body, an aggregate 
of elements, cannot be the cause of devouring food, 
generating of species and supporting them. 

sin || 17 || 
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17. The light of all lights, this is said to be beyond Tamas 
(darkness). It is known to be knowledge. It is to be attained 
by knowledge. It is present in the heart of all. 


3#) 3tlcHlWRrM 






gieRH^OTO^^li I 

cl4^; -?OT: 51®?: :, SF|#: | 

31# SIR I? gH^4>l4>KH # #01^; 3^3 SWlP^l^fit: 3#: 

siwaiv#: I i^fl^MgcT^F^FfT *gan%: 1^^^01-3151^# 

II *\s II 

This (self) alone is the ‘light’ which illuminates things like 
the sun, a lamp, a gem etc. It is knowledge alone in the 
form of the effulgence of the self which illuminates a lamp, 
the sun etc. But a lamp etc., dispel the darkness that inter¬ 
venes between the sense of sight and its subject. Their 
illuminating power is limited to this extent. This is said to 
be beyond Tamas (darkness). The term Tamas denotes 
Prakrti in its subtle state. The meaning is that the self trans¬ 
cends Prakrti. Therefore, It is to be comprehended as 
knowledge, i.e., to be understood as of the form of know¬ 
ledge. It is attainable by means of knowledge—such as 
modesty etc., already described. It is present in the heart of 
all, i.e., It is specially settled, or present in the heart of all 
beings like men etc. 


# ^ ^ fin frc ^ mmz-. 1 

U/dfesfW II 18 II 

18. Thus the K$etra, knowledge and the object of know¬ 
ledge have been briefly set forth. On knowing this, My 
devotee becomes fit to attain My state of being. 

t?3 ((3h) ‘dvUd&Wl'gfcr:' <^l^) 

$5|fR3 *m!#T 1 '3t4lPWH' , cirMsnini4<wHH' 
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(^1^) gHctsqiW slW-HI*W^ 3^ I ‘3Wl^cM^ 

( ^ I ^ ) SrUlf^Hl ‘ sA ft fen H.' ( ^ 1 §h^ ^9^4 4WlrWi 

=5r^^JT^[ i Etg?K 
^swiyirKj ^r ftnw H-siwrc i 

*w # *n«r: wwiR^, 4MMvit srafrf 

II \<c II 

This is a brief description of the principle of Ksetra—i.e., 
the text beginning with ‘The great elements, the Ahankara’ 
(13.5) and ending with ‘An association’ (13.6). ‘Know¬ 
ledge’ which is the means for attaining the comprehension 
of the principle known as the self has been taught in the text 
beginning with ‘Modesty’ (13.7) and ending with ‘Reflec¬ 
tion for attainment of knowledge of truth’ (13.11). The 
nature of Ksetrajna (the self) which is the object of know¬ 
ledge has also been concisely taught by the text beginning 
with ‘The beginningless brahman having Me for the High¬ 
est’ (13.12) and ending with ‘present in the heart of all’ 
(13.17). My devotee, on knowing this, i.e., the truth about 
the Ksetra. the truth about the means for attaining the 
nature of the self as distinct from the Ksetra, and the truth 
about the Ksetrajna, becomes worthy to attain My state of 
being. What is called My state of being is My own nature 
(Svabhava), namely, the transcendence of transmigratory 
existence. The meaning is that he becomes worthy to attain 
the state of freedom from transmigratory existence. 


3W 


y^cMwwV awi&d ash 




Next (1) the beginninglessness of the conjunction bet¬ 
ween the Prakrti and the self which are completely distinct, 
(2) the difference in the workings of these two when they 
are associated with each other, and (3) the cause of this 
conjunction—these are treated: 
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tenter q |> t M* T 5 i ^ 11 19 II 

19. Know that both Prakrti and the self (Puruja) are with¬ 
out beginning; know that all modifications and the attributes 
are born of Prakrti. 

3F1T$ ^ I 

3WJ|R^|R4)I^ xT 441-t. I 

^ 3Rif^i553|HT ^wRqRuirfi gffct: ■wQ+A: 
fSar^MlI^il: H'W'W HcrtH I W 3WlA»^tlf^r: 

5§wwiM«Hf|g: n ^ ll 

Know this Prakrti and Purusa (self) are uncreated and 
are beginningless. Know that the modifications, desire, 
hatred etc., which cause bondage, and the qualities of mod¬ 
esty etc., which cause release, originate from Prakrti. The 
Prakrti, having no beginning, develops into the form of the 
body, and conjoint with the self, causes bondage through its 
own transformations such as desire and hatred. The same 
Prakrti, through its transformations like modesty etc., 
causes release. Such is the meaning. 

The difference in the functions of Prakrti and Purusa in 
combination is stated— 

+l4*l<U|eh^ |?J: | 

^ 5 ^ II 20 II 

20. The Prakrti is said to be the cause of agency to the body 
(Karya) and sense-organs (Karapa). The self is said to be the 
cause of experiencing pleasure and pain. 

sAA 'tawlPi HW-Wlf?*WilPl ?PsKll(D| , StelHlRH 
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tJoT |<J:, 



3^^ 5 3TRlSig?33 rl^TOT Slfofc '4dfell«il44r4lct' 

R\i\ia ) nr* % I 

yg£ki^E:gFT:d^Wlt%?*%%, f?q«J: II ^O II 


The ‘Karya’ means the body, the ‘Karanas’ mean the 
instruments, i.e., the senses of perception and action plus 
the Manas. In their operations, the Prakrti, subservient to 
the self, is alone the causal factor. The sense is that their 
operations, which are the means of experience, have their 
foundation in the Prakrti, which has developed in the form 
of the body subservient to the self. In regard to this, the 
authority is the aphorism, ‘The self is an agent, on account 
of the scriptures having the purpose’ (B.S., 2.3.33) etc. The 
agency of the self means that the self is the cause of the will 
(effort) to support the body. The self (Purusa) associated 
with the body is the cause for experiencing pleasures and 
pains. The meaning is that It is the seat of those experi¬ 
ences. 





Thus, has been explained the difference in the operations 
of the Prakrti and of the self when they are mutually con¬ 
joined. He now proceeds to explain how, though the self, 
which in Its pristine nature experiences Itself by Itself as 
nothing but joy, becomes the cause of experiencing both 
pleasure and pain derived from sense objects when It is 
conjoined with a body. 


21(a). Indeed, the self seated in Prakrti experiences the 
Gunas born of Prakrti.... 
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: gre: Sffap-t: gfEtefgg: 

atgaraftf | 

U jfcl<rKH'‘) 3TT5— 


The term Guna figuratively represents effects. The self 
(in Its pristine nature) experiences Itself by Itself, as 
nothing but joy. But when dwelling in the body, i.e., when 
It is in conjunction with the Prakrti, It experiences the qual¬ 
ities born of Prakrti, namely, happiness, pain etc., which 
are the effects of Gunas like Sattva etc. 

He explains the cause of conjunction with the Prakrti: 

II 21 II 

21(b). ...Its attachment to these Gupas is the cause of birth 
in good and evil wombs. 

apfggq.- drI<ilPffR|rIvH - 
qo^Riwfg sratfp, 3?r : 

dr9yaU|L('+i<>il*j*4c^t( 1^41 Pig I cIH: W <*4 3TTW%, 

HH: ^ Tira^, a i wu i fitetiv reip^ arsi^ 

tOTTfif, 4Tt>q-—'-tikiJi tKH’JlPM'-rRt, 1 II ^ II 

The self, settled in a series of bodies of divinities, men 
etc., which are modifications of Prakrti, becomes attached 
to happiness, pain etc., resulting from the Sattva and other 
qualities associated with the respective wombs, and hence 
engages Itself in virtuous and sinful deeds, constituting the 
means for happiness, misery etc. In order to experience the 
fruits of those good and evil deeds, It is born again in good 
and evil wombs. Then It becomes active and consequently 
is born again as a result of Its activities: As long as It does 
not cultivate qualities like modesty etc., which are the 
means for realising the self, so long Its entanglement in 
Samsara continues like this. Thus, it has been declared here 
that attachment causes births ip good and evil wombs. 
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HTsPBl^H^I W iraf *TtvT>T Vf&K: \ 

M'Wfeftf'l ^tsf^T^N: W: II 22 || 

22. The self in the body is called spectator, approver, sup¬ 
porter,experiencer, the great lord and also the supreme self 
in the body. 



u,cj yCl Tq%"^ar: vi^Ih | ?wr 

«4<r4cl—‘$ifl< •MS.cJIHlfd 4^|wjc5WH<fl-W: I <-wifd sn^Pnf^ITTFTFT II’ 

(^IC) # I 


r^raifa^: 1 jp# ^ sirjrt®?. 

IK^ct—'^M-U^lPl ^^TrHFffllrlM |' (^3RV) #| 

# atft33?#riw^| g^: w. (Tri^x) 

S^lR-tl 3rtJ: wRO^glWlfr^: 3W g5*T: 

•’ervigfft li w II 


The self existing in the body becomes the ‘spectator and 
approver’ of this body by means of the will in consonance 
with the functioning of the body. Likewise, It is the ‘sup¬ 
porter’ of the body. Similarly, It becomes ‘experiencer’ of 
the pleasure and pain resulting from the activities of the 
body. Thus, by virtue of ruling and supporting the body and 
by making the body completely subservient, It becomes 
‘the great lord’ (Mahesvara) in relation to the body, the 
senses and the mind. Sri Krsna will further declare: ‘When 
the lord acquires the body, and when he leaves it and goes 
on his way, he takes these as the wind carries scents from 
their places’ (15.8). In the body, It is said to be the ‘sup¬ 
reme self in relation to the body, the senses and the mind. 
The word ‘self (Atman) is applied to the body and the 
mind subsequently. It is said afterwards: ‘Some perceive 
the self by means of the self through meditation’ (13.24). 
The particle ‘also’ (api) indicates that the self is the ‘sup¬ 
reme lord’? in relation to the body just as It is the supreme 




22-24] DIFFERENTIATION OF THE KNOWER FROM TFTE KNOWN 451 

self. The supremacy of the self has been described in the 
text beginning with ‘It is the beginningless brahman having 
Me for the Highest’ (13.12). It is true that the self (in Its 
emancipated state) has limitless power knowledge. But 
It becomes the great lord and the supreme self only in rela¬ 
tion to the body. Such lordship and supremacy is the result 
of attachment to the Gunas arising from the beginningless 
conjunction with Prakrti. 

el&IFftsfr ^ || 23 II 

23. He who understands the self and the Prakrti thus with 
the Gunas is not born again, in whatever state he may be 
placed. 


3&JK: 3#T * ^T: st JJEf: gspjr 


He who ‘understands’, namely, knows truly with dis¬ 
crimination, the self to be thus, and also the Prakrti as hav¬ 
ing the aforesaid nature along with Sattva and other Gunas, 
whose nature will be later examined, is never born again, 
i.e., is never reborn conjointly with Prakrti again in ‘what¬ 
ever state he may be placed,’ i.e., in whatever painful con¬ 
dition he may be placed in the bodies of divinities, men etc. 
The meaning is that at the time when the body ceases to 
exist, the self will attain the purified state characterised by 
boundless knowledge devoid of evil. 


aFfr qfor II 24 It 

24. Some perceive the self within the self (body) by medita¬ 
tion by the self (mind), others by Sankhya Yoga, and still 
others by Karma Yoga. 
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f^qvTOtJTT 3Hri#r ^ atlcqPR; 3tTcBRT JFWT sqftr 

V|frMjl‘l«1 H^lFrt 1 31'%xT34pbM?»«4l < ll: ^RjaI'1 41^*1 S1M<jVH *il‘l<il«i IPT: 
3TORR q?qf%| OTf 3fcW<fc&K4H l > i &g awfa^dl % 

§li»1<<l < lwfM't>l(<*J|: 1 U^RwilRto t xT, 4£trtKll<4«HThl: oqc^MI: xf, 4 i 4 ■Ml'1'1 
31 «h4is 1 I *M EFR3T 4M4U4H1H 3Jiq^T q-^fil || W II 


The different type of Yogis are described herein: 

(1) Some with perfect Yoga perceive the self (Atmanam) 
in the body with the mind (Atmana) by meditation. (2) 
Others with imperfect Yoga see the self, with mind 
rendered fit for Yoga, by Sankhya Yoga, namely, Jnana 
Yoga, (3) Still others, (a) unqualified to practise Jnana 
Yoga, and (b) qualified but preferring an easier method, 
and (c) also distinguished persons like Janaka—all these 
perceive the self after being qualified for Yoga by Karma 
Yoga which'contains within itself knowledge (Jnana). 


s^falKWUT. II 25 II 

25. But some, who do not know thus, having heard from 
others, worship accordingly—these too, who are devoted to 
what they hear, pass beyond death. 


m^»T: ffi4 l StlrHHH , % 3# ; 

% ^idiHHU IT: SMUWMplgt:, ^ ^ : '{O'tiMI: 

3Trwt ^ | aifei^icf ^ aranwRt II ^ II 

But some, namely, those who are not qualified for 
Karma Yoga etc., for realising the self, listen to Jnanins 
who know the truth, and meditate on the self through 
Karma Yoga, etc.—they too pass beyond dedth. It means 
that those who are devoted to what they hear only, even 
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they, intent on hearing and devoid of evils, begin in due 
course, the practice of Karma Yoga etc., and pass beyond 
death. By the term ‘too’ ( api ), the difference in levels is 
made out. 


Now, in order to teach the contemplation on the distinct¬ 
ness of the self conjoined with the Prakrti, he says that all 
entities, movables and immovables, are the product of 
combination between the conscient and the non-conscient: 


JlldrtfelKld | 

|| 26 II 

26. Whatever being is born, whether it is moving or statio¬ 
nary, know, O Arjuna, that it is through the combination of 
the K$etra (body) and K$etrajna (knower of the Field). 



'Jtwrl, 




: II ^ II 


Whatever being is born, whether it be movable or statio¬ 
nary, it is born only from the mutual combination of the 
Ksetra and Ksetrajha. The sense is that it is born only from 
this combination, i.e., is born as a compound of the two and 
never in their separateness. 


<FW | 

qy# ^ II 27 II 

27. Who sees the supreme ruler dwelling alike in all bodies 
and never perishing when they perish, he sees indeed. 



?>ar CRT rR^%q*Wif^r 
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gfr 3Hc*lR *WMWK ^5 ^1% 

Slf^RSRT *t: *T q^^fct, 3TCTPT «Wra^3R%IH 

q2?qfa| U*cJ & l R&WI4i fo l 3»WIR»( 3lfo fowwt !jRAhI$I|R*J* ^ 
Hi*#. *T PW^«33 Wl4^ ?f^ ^rfiCJTET: || ^VS || 

He who sees the Atman as It really is—he is the one who 
sees the Atman as a distinct entity in all embodied beings 
that are composed of Prakrti and Purusa, even in bodies of 
diverse nature of gods, men etc. The true seer is one who 
sees the Atman as the supreme ruler in all these bodies as 
the imperishable self, though the bodies are subject to 
destruction. Conversely the purport is that he who sees the 
Atman, only as characterised by the unequal forms of the 
bodies as men, gods etc., and as possessed of birth, death 
etc.—such a person is perpetually caught up in transmigrat- 
ory existence. 


I 

^ cleft ^ m || 28 II 

28. For, seeing the ruler (i.e., self) abiding alike in every 
place, he does not injure the self by the self (mind) and there¬ 
fore reaches the highest goal. 





nPR # nffb, nf jris* atRRR an^i 


^3ltlRKR53i?rar 3flrMR SUrWH VeJsikiRwv^ 

ii n 

‘The ruler’ (the self) abides in the bodies of divinities and 
the rest as their Supporter, controller and as their Sesin 
(principal). He who sees the self free from dissimilar shapes 
of divinities etc., and as being of the same form of know¬ 
ledge, he does not injure himself by ‘himself, namely, by 
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his mind. Therefore, as a result of seeing the sameness of 
the nature of the self in every place as a knower, he attains 
the ‘highest goal.’ What is to be reached is called ‘goal’. He 
attains the supreme, namely, the self in its pure form. On 
the contrary, if he should view the self as dissimilar in everv 
place, i.e., identifies It with the bodies, then he ‘injui 
the self, namely, hurls It into the middle of the ocean of 
Samsara. 


^ ^T: | 

a-. II 29 II 

29. He who sees that all acts are done univers,ally by Prakrti 
alone and likewise that the self is not the doer, he sees 
indeed. 

^ Ro) fit <£rtrb$Mjl 


fira nmi ft # «r: tRufcr twr sto# sthrstc ^ 



n aiirHW 'wfrr 11 ^ u 


When he perceives that ‘all acts are performed by the 
Prakrti’ in the manner previously stated in, ‘Prakrti is said 
to be the cause of agency to the body and sense-organs’ 
(13.20), and perceives also that ‘the self, being of the form 
of knowledge, is not the doer,’ and that the self’s conjunc¬ 
tion with the Prakrti, Its direction of the body apd Its 
experiences of happiness and misery are the result of ignor¬ 
ance of the nature of Karma—then indeed he perceives the 
pure self. 


33T | 

xT cR{T || 30 It 
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30. When he perceives the independent modes of existence 
of all beings centred in one, and as also their expansion from 
It alone, then he attains to brahman. 

^ 

g ffaw ZJ3J CRzrfcT, 

5 f rlcf S(|^d U.*t vdTltlTK^MlsURilc{PK-dT< =r U8$ q?q%, d<l 

STOt aHdfeW5H^+il+K^31RHR UICTt% || 3o || 

When he perceives that the diversified ‘modes of exis¬ 
tence’ of all beings as men, divinities etc., are founded on 
the two principles of Prakrti and Purusa; when he perceives 
that their existence as divine, human, short, tall etc., is 
rooted in ‘one’ common foundation, namely, in the Prakrti, 
and not in the self; when he sees that ‘their expansion’, i.e., 
the successive proliferation into sons, grandsons and such 
varieties of beings, is from Prakrti alone—then he reaches 
the brahman. The meaning is that he attains the self devoid 
of limitations, in Its pure form of knowledge. 


^ fooqRt 11 31 II 

31. This supreme self, though dwelling in the body, is 
immutable, O Arjuna, being without beginning. It neither 
acts nor is tainted, as It is without Gupas. 


m qtRicnr sifter: 3#r 

3HK«M|<^31cZrc-: | f^Ulrdlct r*tfcT =T fte??! | 

: 5T 5paj?f II ^ II 

This ‘supreme self’ (Atman) has been defined as having a 
nature different from that of the body. While existing in the 
body, It is ‘immutable’, i.e., It is not liable to decay as It is 
‘without a beginning,’ i.e., never created at any point of 
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time. Because It is ‘free from Gunas,’ being devoid of 
Sattva and other Gunas of Prakrti, It neither acts nor gets 
tainted; It is not tainted by the qualities of the bodv. 


Granted that the self being without Gunas, does not act; 
but how is it possible that the Atman is not tainted by Its 
constant association with the qualities of the body? To this, 
Sri Krsna replies: 


^ cW^RT ^lufou^ || 32 II 

32. As the all-pervading ether is not tainted because of its 
subtlety, even so, the self abiding in the body everywhere, is 
not tainted. 


qg ff gf gift #3*^ 

11 ^ II 

As the ‘all-pervading ether,’ though in contact with all 
substances, is ‘not tainted’ by the qualities of all these sub¬ 
stances, as it is ‘subtle’—even so the self, though ‘present in 
all the bodies,’ everywhere, namely, in divinities, men etc., 
is not contaminated by these bodies by reason of Its 
extreme subtleness. 

§& rWT fcR WST || 33 II 

33. As the one sun illumines this whole world, so does the 
Knower of the Field (K$etrin, the self), O Arjuna, illumine 
the whole Field (the body). 
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SllRc4: *<*qi SWJir yww!?l, cCT WT 

f?3RT: ^ 34IHiq(1<AH^!9i <w£l«)*1 SN'M iJ^hNpl | 
3RT: cfcSEf S W.lji|gh l (^W^ 3flFRI?f $3^ 

- 3Wff^3 tR95^3T 3JIcW || || 

As the ‘one sun’ illumines ‘all this world’ by his radiance, 
so the ‘knower of the body’ illumines the entire Ksetra, i.e., 
the body, by Its own knowledge, within and without and 
from head to toe, by conceiving ‘This my body is of this 
nature.’ This self of the said nature is totally different from 
the body, because It is the knower of the body. The body is 
the object of Its knowledge and is therefore different from 
It, even as the illuminating sun is totally different from the 
illumined world. 



tT ^ || 34 II 

34. Those who thus discern with the eye of knowledge the 
difference between the body or the Field (K§etra) and the 
knower of the body or Field-knower (K§etrajna), and the 
means of deliverance from the manifested Prakyti—they 
attain the Supreme. 

H'wVm 3FcK if 

'*iclWjf>[rl4]«T ^T, ^ 'it SlIc+iM j 

I^'hR«l<3( | 0T slTh-l rTOt: &(^cc|| 

awiPlr4iR4> w ww ^ air-eRPi, % ^Ksp^r-. 

Wclf^WsIl^U I H, 31CTR HUffiR l : II II 

Those who ‘discern thus’ in the described manner the 
‘difference’, namely, the difference between the body and 
the knower of the body with ‘the eye of knowledge’ dr dis¬ 
crimination, and also the ‘means of deliverance from man- 
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ifested Prakrti —they attain the ‘highest’, namely, the self. 
They are completely delivered from bondage. Moksa is that 
by which deliverance is effected. The means of deliverance 
as already stated consists of qualities beginning with mod¬ 
esty (13.7). They, through the knowledge already imparted 
concerning the differences between the body and the self, 
know those differences existing between them. Then learn¬ 
ing about modesty etc., which form the means of deliver¬ 
ance from Prakrti that has developed into material ele¬ 
ments constituting the body, they have to practise these vir¬ 
tues, and they will thereby be absolutely delivered from 
bondage and will reach the self marked by infinite know¬ 
ledge abiding in Its own form. 


*See page 429 

[Being in co-ordinate predication (Samanadhikaranya), 
Brahman is an inseparable but mutually distinct complex of 
Prakrti, Jiva and Isvara. The cosmic mode of body consti¬ 
tuted of Prakrti and Purusa is at intervals in alternate 
states of latency and patency (Pralaya and Srsti or dissolu¬ 
tion and manifestation). As the soul of a complex whole, 
He can be denoted by any of the terms entering into it—is¬ 
vara, Prakrti or Jiva. Brahman is sometimes mentioned in 
the Srutis as Asat when everything is in latency in Pralaya, 
and as Sat when all entities are in manifestations (Srsti). All 
these expressions denote Him only. He is described in some 
texts as attributeless. It means only that He is without any 
undesirable evil qualities. He is on the other hand endowed 
with countless auspicious attributes. 

All these contentions are suppQrted by numerous Vedic 
passages, which are quoted in the commentary.] 



■d^itswrrsr: 

Chapter 14 

Division According to the Three Gunas 


5Rite5t 3WlCk*H$fST: 

*pra?39JT ■9^1^ 5*^ tusr 

ir (URO # l 


It was shown in the thirteenth chapter that by knowing 
the truth concerning the nature of Prakrti and the self, 
which are conjoined with one another, one is freed from a 
bondage by means of Jnana consisting of modesty etc., 
when favoured by devotion to the Lord. And it was also 
stated that the cause of bondage consists in attachment to 
pleasure etc., which arises from prior linkage with Gunas 
such as Sattva etc., on the authority of passages like ‘Its 
attachment to the Gunas is the cause of birth in good and 
evil wombs’ (13.21). Now, it is proposed to describe how 
the Gunas become the cause of bondage and hOw their hold 
can be removed: 


q* ^T: sHHHi | 

^ CRT rRTT: || \ || 


The Lord said: 

1. I shall declare again another kind of knowledge: It is the 
best of all forms of knowledge, by knowing which all the 
sages have attained the state of perfection beyond this world. 
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qi nw tgr: tErenfr; 

HR 3rPR;; pR prpt pf fW: 

<WW*fWH: pT: ^rWBgb&fcf RT JRT. qi^W « ^qa i fi]^Mi 
3RIRT: II \ II 

I shall declare again another kind of knowledge which is 
distinct from what was taught earlier concerning Gunas 
such as Sattva, falling within the sphere of Prakrti and 
Purusa. This knowledge going to be revealed is the best of 
all forms of knowledge concerning the Prakrti and the self. 
Having gained this knowledge, all sages, namely, those 
given to meditation, have attained perfection beyond this 
world, the sphere of Samsara, having attained the essential 
and pure form of the self. 


JT: 3# cl^PR q^r fa ftnfe — 

He further extols this knowledge, distinguishing it by its 
fruits: 


3? SlH^MI&cM JW ^w4w»ldl: | 

955^ ^ II 2 II 

2. Resorting to this knowledge, partaking of My Nature, 
they are not born at the time of creation, nor do they suffer 
at the time of dissolution 

pRq; yqifilrP JR 3RRTT: UrHIwi SHOT:, pif 3# JT 

Sc!^^cE[S#Txr i VRRt II R II 

They, ‘resorting to this knowledge’ which will be 
expounded later, come to partake of My nature, and they 
attain My status. ‘They are not born at the time of crea¬ 
tion,’ they are not subjected to the process of creation, and 
they ‘suffer not at the time of dissolution,’ i.e. they are not 
subjected to the distress involved in dissolution of the uni¬ 
verse. 
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‘^H'trUWWrl 14>p3c(' ( $r<4*Wl TRgflT ^*1 ^ 5^1$ — 

In order to show how the Gunas of Prakrti constitute the 
cause of bondage, Sri Krsna now declares that , the aggrega¬ 
tion of beings, born from the conjunction of Purusa and 
Prakrti as stated already in the passages, ‘Whatever being is 
born’ (13.26), is brought about by the Lord Himself: 


jut 4lPu%<*^ dfopwf l 

cRTt VIRcT || 3 II 

3. My womb is the great brahman (i. e. Prakrti). 
In that I lay the germ. From that, O Arjuna, is 
the birth of all beings. 


JW 5I5T ^ 31sR; | 

' i$fcwls*fcSl 4TJ; # j# xr i ffcr ir f*rar Hffatysr 11 ot&h; 

(OlV -'1) #ftlc|Br3T%r«tl ^<444>KlR^4>RIO|i iWPJRWr # 

I 3tfosrgr#P*f&^ | ‘^r: *1 % hft 

$iHh 4 rri:, d<-Hl<id$^ 4Wrl' (JJo^Jo 

• s?dw^rt tiffa Jr tor; i ^him; (-oh) # m gf&; 

dR^H 3§rf^t Sl^ddii^rm 

>Ttn^n^tr %Raf# wri- I m: 

H^irls.d'tWhkf HrM«tv^2>dld, d4*jciHl 
rtri! i ii 

In that great brahman forming my womb, I lay the germ. 
The non-conscient Prakrti is alluded to in the text ‘Earth, 
water, fire, air, ether, Manas, Buddhi and Ahankara—thus My 
Prakrti is eightfold’ (7.4-5). This Prakrti is designated here 
by the name ‘the great brahman ’ by reason of its being the 
cause of modifications like the Mahat, the Ahankara etc. In 
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the Srutis also, here and there, even the Prakrti is desig¬ 
nated as brahman , as in: ‘He who is all-knowing, all-wise, 
whose austerity consists of knowledge—from Him are pro¬ 
duced this brahman as also food, i.e., the universe of name 
and form’ (Mun.U., 1.1.9) The higher Prakrti, which is the 
mass of conscient selves, alluded to in the passage, 'Know 
My higher Prakrti to be distinct from this; it is the life-prin¬ 
ciple’ (7.5). It is here expressed by the term ‘Garbha’, the 
source or womb in which all living beings originate. I lay the 
germ, constituting the mass of conscious beings, in that 
great brahman, which is non-conscient and forms the 
womb. From that conjunction between the two Prakrtis, 
brought about by My will is brought forth the origin of all 
entities from Brahma down to tuft of grass. 

a# wtrnrrfcr: — 

He continues to say: ‘I Myself bring about the conjunc¬ 
tion of the conscient and unconscient Prakrtis in the man¬ 
ifested state of effect’. 


jj&t: sit: i 

to si^r torer to || 4 || 

4. Whatever forms are produced in any womb, O Arjuna, 
the Prakrti is their great womb and I am the sowing father. 


cflW W qlft: 3SRUT Wtt 

gftfcT: 3RR0PT I m ftrir rPt cPT W 


In all wombs such as those of gods, Gandharvas, Yaksas. 
Raksasas, men, animals, beasts, birds, serpents etc., what¬ 
ever forms are generated, the brahman (Prakrti) is the 
'great womb’ or cause. Beginning from Mahat and ending 
with the five elements, Prakrti, with the mass of conscient 
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selves imbedded by Me in it, is the cause. I am the sowing 
father. The meaning is that I am the imbedder of the mul¬ 
tiplex of conscient selves according to each one’s Karma. 

03 ^diR4lR^ uraRT tfr ijt-. 

3J1{»— 

Now, He teaches the cause of continuing births as 
divinities etc., of those born in this manner at the beginning 
of a cycle of creation. It is due to the conjunction of these 
beings with Prakrti, in keeping with their old Karmas: 


Tlr^ 3 piT: | 

fi^Pl ^ H 5 II 

5. Sattva, Rajas and Tamas are the Gunas that arise from 
the Prakrti. They bind the immutable self in the body, O 
Arjuna. 


■Mret-tviHrlHiRl 3Wt yiT: SlgSl: : 

4-^rll:; 

: 3lRsq^gngsqi^^iaif^Rj^ n>r 3iaw -WMl 

II S II 



The three Gunas of Prakrti—Sattva, Rajas and 
Tamas-—are inherent in the essential nature of Prakrti and 
are particular expressions of it. They can be known only 
through their effects such as ‘brightness’ etc. They are not 
apparent in the unevolved state of Prakrti but become 
apparent in its transformations as Mahat etc. They bind the 
self, which is conjoined with bodies such as those of 
divinities, men etc., composed of the modifications of 
Prakrti beginning with Mahat and ending with the ele¬ 
ments. The self is immutable, i.e., It is not in Its pristine 
nature conjoined with the Gunas. But the Gunas bind It 
when residing in the body. The meaning is that they bind It 
by virtue of the limiting conditions of Its living in the body. 
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3i\«6H SRJ'BHSR ^ 3HT?— 

Sri Krsna proceeds to speak of the nature of Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas and their modes of binding (the self): 


cT3T TTr? I 

|| 6 II 

6. Of these, Sattva, being without impurity, is luminous 
and free from morbidity. It binds, O Arjuna, by attachment 
to pleasure and to knowledge. 


iw>i$ i^icHDi^Hw^ctr PhlrtHH,: w«<tn m<wi 

| yy^it 3t^wt anwiHs^w h 

# aWIW^ 1 

utt xr sjv^ifct, 

psj^aqf: ^ cStfeR|^5 ygp#%, m-. ^ 

3?Pw5i5«5PmvR»pg srrat; gw gwnfH; 

T: srfy cWf: 3 Ff 5 FH ^ 3 rTT || 5 , || 


Of ‘these’, i.e., of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, the charac¬ 
teristic nature of the Sattva is this: it illuminates on account 
of its being pure. What is called purity is to be bereft of 
qualities which veil light and happiness. Because its nature 
is solely the generation of light and happiness, it constitutes 
the cause of light and happiness. ‘Light’ or illumination is 
enlightenment about a thing as it is. It is ‘not morbid,’ i.e., 
an effect called morbidity (disease) does not exist in its pre¬ 
sence. The meaning is, that Sattva is the cause of health. 

The Guna, called Sattva, however, binds the self by 
attachment to happiness and knowledge. The meaning is 
that it causes attachment to happiness and knowledge. 
When attachment to knowledge and happiness is born, one 
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engages oneself in secular and Vedic means for securing 
them. Consequently, one is born in such bodies which con¬ 
stitute the means for realising such fruits. Hence the Sattva 
binds the self through attachment to happiness and know¬ 
ledge. What is said is this: Sattva generates knowledge and 
happiness; again it generates attachment to them. 

7. Know, O Arjuna, that Rajas is of the nature of passion 
springing from thirst and attachment. It binds the embodied 
self with attachment to work. 


I ^wil 1 w 

§3irc$ % ?rr-. Hot snwit ctr^ * # 

*raf^r, srt: ^ir 

ftawnft I +4ws^«j: ^ 3rk II ^ II 


Rajas is of the nature of passion, namely, it causes sexual 
desire. ‘Passion’ (Raga) is mutual yearning between a man 
and a woman. ‘Springing from thirst and attachment’ 
means it is the source of sensuality and attachment. ‘Trsna’, 
(thirst, sensuality) is the longing for all sense-objects, such 
as sound etc. ‘Sanga’ (attachment) is the inordinate longing 
for union with one’s sons, friends and such other relations. 
By creating longing for actions, it binds the embodied self. 
Whatever actions have been begun by the self from longing 
for sensual enjoyments, they become the cause of births in 
bodies that constitute the means for experiencing such 
enjoyments. Therefore Rajas binds the embodied self 
through attachment to actions. What is said is this: Rajas is 
the cause of sexuality, sensuality and attachment, and of 
constant engagement in actions. 
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VJRcT || 8 II 

8. Know that Tanias is born of false knowledge and 
deludes all embodied selves. It binds, O Arjuna, with negli¬ 
gence, indolence and sleep. 


§IR cfWlc^ 3)'4rt v 

dQ.9<S<4SIM cW: cj <-l4 *ll4l 

fot&IsfWH, ^Hrfunw^: I ct^ 

Prat-llid I 5WR: 'txJoilict t 6*J u l: 3HM yejlrUtg*^*^ awetaM*^ I 3n59RT 'wJtl 

SMKW<*«t«l«i:, ^dSqdT <4ie)<^ | 3fn*qyd<?H ! HI'T-tJI 

^3!^icwd«ilM<Ql: fagr; dsr giaf^pcra^qw: ^=t.; jprt-. atfa 3q# : 

II 4 II 

By ‘false knowledge’ is here to be understood as what is 
other than knowledge. What is called knowledge is right 
perception of things. What is other than this is false know¬ 
ledge. And Tamas springs from knowledge contrary to the 
true nature of things. It deludes all embodied selves. Delu¬ 
sion is erroneous knowledge. The meaning is that Tamas is 
the cause of erroneous knowledge. Being the cause of negli¬ 
gence, indolence and sleep, it binds the embodied self 
through them. ‘Negligence’ is inattentiveness, which causes 
one to perform works other than what ought to be done. 
‘Indolence’ is the tendency to avoid work; it may even 
develop into absolute inaction. ‘Sleep.’ is the state in which 
the external organs stop working due to exhaustion and 
seek to recover from the same. In sleep when only the out¬ 
going action of the senses stop, it is called dream state. 
When even the mind (Manas) ceases to function, it is called 
dreamless sleep. 

^rdiqldi SfctMiPl 3tT?— 

He states the cardinal feature forming the ways of bon¬ 
dage through Sattva etc. 
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^ WWlcI *3T: Vm I 

5JW«l^rU ^ cW: 5W1^ #3RKgfT || 9 II 

9. Sattva generates attachment to pleasure, Rajas to 
action, O Arjuna. But Tanias, veiling knowledge, generates 
attachment to negligence. 


Tlfsr cW: 3 d^^MIrUlsIMq 3H^3T 

fiuddsiw^cwi n ^ n 

Sattva mainly attaches one to pleasure. Rajas mainly 
attaches one to actions. But Tamas, veiling knowledge of 
true things and being the cause of false knowledge, mainly 
attaches one to actions which are contrary to those which 
ought to be done. 







The Sattva and other qualities evolve from the nature of 
Prakrti, developed into the form of the body. Owing to this 
fact that they have evolved out of the nature of Prakrti, 
they always co-exist in bodies at all time. How, then, can 
they cause effects which are mutually contrary? He replies: 


vrafcf | 

T5T: <TO: ^ || 10 II 


10. Prevailing over Rajas and Tamas, Sattva preponder¬ 
ates, O Arjuna. Prevailing over Tamas and Sattva, Rajas 
preponderates. Prevailing over Rajas and Sattva, Tamas 
preponderates. 
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CrWlfft l!< 


^|U||AW^dl^K^HI=[ w *4^440R<J 3^5% I 73FRW# 

^?rf%^3lpD^r W^rTT - lef % | cTOT cW:^T% S3T: 'teU^cf; +41^^ 

tT 3lf^ cw: || \o || 


Even though all the three Gunas of Sattva etc., are 
associated with the nature of the self conjoined with Prakrti 
in the form of body, yet owing to the dominance of previous 
Karmas and the differences in the food nourishing the 
body, Sattva etc., preponderate or are subdued by turn. 
Sometimes Sattva preponderates prevailing over Rajas and 
Tamas; sometimes Rajas preponderates prevailing over 
Tamas and Sattva, and sometimes Tamas preponderates 
prevailing over Rajas and Sattva. 


Hr] ^ tr? — 

He teaches that this changing preponderance of the 
Gunas can be inferred from the knowledge of the effects 
produced by them. 

<h4at^ ^sfcMKM*i ausawa i 

$fFT 35T cE<T ’H-Htftrjjcl || 11 || 

11. When knowledge as light illumines from all gateways 
(i.e., the senses), then, one should know that Sattva prevails. 

HR*] vW*^, r^T 3 lf^[^ 

W^-SH ^frT pMIc] 11 \\ II 

When the light of knowledge shines revealing the truth of 
things emerging through all the gateways of knowledge 
such as the eyes etc., in the body, one should know that 
Sattva is prevailing. 


G-30 


o5ta: 51 '^ItKKWT: qafallftW: | 

II 12, II 



470 


SRf RAMANUJA GITA BHASYA 


[Ch. 14 


12. Greed, activity, undertaking of work, unrest and long¬ 
ing—these arise, O Arjuna, when Rajas prevails. 

?5hT: TCTFRftear | 3ifa 

^a^ewraciTi anm: ^orr -+4uu^3iRjir Tsitn: | 3m: 

sRwiiwfa: | fa<W-c*4i | ipft | a?r 

TJf: || || 

‘Greed’ is the tendency not to spend one’s own property. 
‘Activity’ is the disposition to be active devoid of any pur¬ 
pose. ‘Undertaking of works’ is engagement in works which 
yield fruits. ‘Unrest’ is absence of rest of sense-activities. 
‘Longing’ is the desire for sense objects. These predomi¬ 
nate when Rajas has increased. The meaning is that 
whenever greed etc., prevail, then one should know that 
Rajas has very much increased. 

cUK&llft (| 13 || 

13. Non-illumination, inactivity, negligence and even delu¬ 
sion—these arise, O Arjuna, when Tamas prevails. 


31^151 : stilly: ( 1315 * 1 %: xT | JWR;: 3I4 1 |4u^(tWwW^ | 

%: 1^h<1cisim*^ 1 HdlPl dM&<W:|| \\ || 

‘Non-illumination’ is the absence of knowledge. ‘Inactiv¬ 
ity’ is immovableness. ‘Negligence’ is inadvertence result¬ 
ing in works that should not be done. ‘Delusion’ is wrong 
knowledge. These arise when Tamas waxes strong. By 
these, one should know that the Tamas has increased very 
much. 


^ STOTT I 

|| 14 II 
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14. If the embodied self meets with dissolution when Sattva 
prevails, then It proceeds to the pure worlds of those who 
know the highest. 


^ ...^ dA...' 

Ttr% 9ft 3 *&. atKJtfosr 

3lfvt4v<l(<) ^ 4ri> H'tlcl || || 


When the ‘Sattva prevails’ i.e., while the Sattva con¬ 
tinues to be prevalent, if the embodied self meets with 
death, It reaches the pure worlds, i.e., regions conducive to 
the knowledge of the self. The purport is this: If Sattva pre¬ 
ponderates in a person at the time of death, he will be 
reborn in the families of those who have the knowledge of 
the self, and thus be qualified to perform auspicious acts 
which are the means of attaining the true knowledge of the 
self. 


ym I 

15(a).Meeting with dissolution when Rajas is prevalent, 
one is born among those attached to work... 


tarftf asp* wji mn j4<ii 3^5 vrfPi<-4t 



1 


Meeting with death when Rajas is preponderant, one is 
reborn in the families of those who act for the sake of fruits 
for themselves. Being reborn in such families, he becomes 
qualified to perform auspicious acts which constitute the 
way for attaining heaven and the like. 


*#41% urcfr II 15 II 


15(b). ...Similarly, one who has met with dissolution when 
Tamas prevails, is born in the wombs of beings lacking in 
intelligence. 


rPtrc 

II tA II 


); Wx#£WIVjtw4tM^fsxll-tlrl 
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Similarly, one who dies when Tamas is preponderant is 
born in the wombs of beings lacking in intelligence, 
namely, in the wombs of dogs, pigs etc. The meaning is that 
he is reborn as one incapable of realising any human end. 

'cffKT: *655^ II 16 II 

16. The fruits of a good deed, they say, is pure and is of the 
nature of Sattva. But the fruit of Rajas is pain; and the fruit 
of Tamas is ignorance. 


urf TPrsrjst main; 4 m j iui uh^uOni' gjcFT 

«h4ui: TcJ JT: 3tf^ clef: 3tRl4iS+r4'4Pld 
*13%, %% 3TT§: : I 

3H|: dffJ | 3 l *4lrU%4 : I 

3tHR d*RT: 4*5^; 33*1 at^r^ITcOTfS^T cOTH: 

3«siHU<n4WUH. II ^ II 


Thus, the ‘fruit of a good deed,’ namely, disinterested 
work in the form of My worship, performed by one who 
dies when Sattva prevails—is birth in the family of those 
who know the self. There he acquires more Sattva than 
before and the self becomes more pure, namely, devoid of 
the slightest vestige of suffering. So say those who know 
about the development of Sattva. But the ‘fruit of Rajas,’ 
dominating at the time of death, is ‘suffering in Samsara.’ 
In consists in successive births in families attached to 
actions for the sake of fruits. Rebirth of this type increases 
Rajas further, resulting in actions for gaining their fruits. So 
say those who know about the developments of this Guna. 
‘Ignorance’ is the result of Tamas. The fruit of Tamas 
dominating at the time of death, is successive conditions of 
ignorance. 



15-18] DIVISION ACCORDING TO THE THREE GUNAS 


473 



3PT 3U?— 


What are the results derived from Sattva etc.? To this, 
He answers: 


'WTsllcti'alWcl 51 H 't'at'tril <3t*T *3^ ^ I 

cW# ^ II 17 II 

17. From the Sattva arises knowledge, and from Rajas 
greed, from Tamas arise negligence and delusion, and, 
indeed ignorance. 


5)W IcTOTSIfg!^ 

cl^tgfgET??TOt:gnT?: 

affrr:, ?tcT: ^ Jtf?f (^MfldsIWH, CRT: ^ cW:, ctff: =5T mri 

VlHlHW: II ?vs II 

From the increase of Sattva, knowledge i.e., ‘true and 
direct knowledge’ of the self arises. From Rajas develops 
likewise ‘intense desire’ for heaven etc. From Tamas simi¬ 
larly develops ‘negligence’ leading to evil deeds; and from 
this, delusion, i.e., erroneous knowledge; and from that 
still more Tamas; and thence ignorance, namely absence of 
knowledge. 


*Fr=TC$lT *F3TC1T: | 

cTW^lT: || 18 II 

18. Those who rest in Sattva rise upwards; those who abide 
in Rajas remain in the middle; and those, abiding in the ten¬ 
dencies of Tamas go downwards. 


UfrftM l shftu i | * 3 RT: 

gift 


Htf | 

ctTOT: 5 f^Rtt 3Wt 'p»»Fd I 
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CRT: HrT: gift'QttR'fl.H HcT: rlcT: aifa 

cRT: xT ($k6l’*'IBc6ltiffJtlRcd || 11 

Thus, in the manner explained, those who ‘rest in Sattva 
rise upwards,’ namely, they attain liberation from the 
bonds of Samsara gradually. Those who, ‘abiding in Rajas’ 
which produces greed for heaven etc., engage themselves in 
actions which constitute the means for obtaining such 
results. Experiencing those results, they are born again and 
engage in, and perform, the very same acts. So they remain 
in the ‘middle’. This is mostly suffering, as it is charac¬ 
terised by rebirths. Those of Tamasic nature ‘stoop down’ 
into lower levels, as Tamas grows ever worse in them. They 
go ‘downwards’ i.e., to the lowest state among human 
beings, then to the condition of animals; then to that of 
worms, insects etc., then of immovable things, and even to 
the condition of shrubs and creepers, and ultimately to the 
condition of stones, wood, clod of earth, straw etc. 

JjyiMWaftui UHU4.RH 3!Tf— 

Sri Krsna now teaches about the manner of those in 
whom the Sattva has gradually increased by adopting spe¬ 
cial holy food and performance of special disinterested 
deeds, and who thus rise upward by transcending the 
Gunas. 


5TRT jplwr . | 

Tjptwptf tR c|f% II 19 II 

19. When the seer beholds no agent of action other than the 
Gunas, and knows what transcends the Gu^as, he attains to 
My state. 



zrt aw ssr T&rwt: 3 ft * 313^%; apit ■ 

^r«r: Trqiririrr, affairiplwr: ^tmr 



18 - 20 ] DIVISION ACCORDING TO THE THREE GUNAS 


475 


^ W # Vira. | 
qa^^rs vierftt 3H?*R: ^rt: qfejaRsmrew 

sn?*ir^5T-. 33 ^ 3 ? 3wfiPsi9isi^'*i«R: fftqaflwiH 
xrt a^r jj^a^^RpwaR] # 11 ^ II 
The seer has in the first place to totally subdue his Rajas 
and Tamas and stay in pure Sattva. This is accomplished 
through nourishment by Sattvika food and the performance 
of disinterested actions for the propitiation of the Lord. He 
then perceives ‘no agent of action other than the Gunas’ 
i.e., sees that the Gunas are themselves the agents accord¬ 
ing to their nature. Further he perceives what is ‘other than 
the Gunas,’ i.e., perceives the Gunas which are agents and 
the self who is not an agent of action. Such a seer attains to 
‘My state,’ i.e., gains likeness with Me in transcending the 
three Gunas etc. The purport is this: The self, pure in 
nature by Itself, gains agency through various actions by 
contact with the Gunas springing from past Karmas. When 
one perceives the self in this way, namely, that the self by 
Itself is no agent of actions and is of the nature of infinite 
knowledge, then It attains to My likeness. 


- 

It is stated that one attains to the likeness of the Lord 
after perceiving the self as a non-agent and as other than 
the Gunas. What is meant by the state of likeness to the 
Lord? Sri Krsna now describes it: 


II 20 II 

20. The embodied self, crossing beyond these three Gunas 
which arise in the body, and freed from birth, death, age 
and pain, attains immortality. 
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’ST f=)yrh: 

atratM^ 3t>pwf^r irsisr : n n 

The embodied self—‘crossing beyond these three 
Gunas,’ the Sattva and the rest, which ‘arise in the body,’ 
i.e., spring from Prakrti transformed into the form of the 
body perceives the self as different from the Gunas and as 
of the form of knowledge only. Released thus from birth, 
death, old age and sorrow, It experiences the immortal self. 
This is what is meant by My likeness. 


Arjuna now wants to know about the characteristics of 
one who has transcended the Gunas and the means of such 
transcendence: 


^didn^U|M^4dcl II 21 || 

Arjuna said: 

21. What are the marks of a man who has crossed beyond 
the three Gupas? What is his behaviour? And how does he 
cross beyond the three Gunas? 

gat: arcfr? arc** fofjjararc^te^t: fwsf: | w xr 

By what signs, namely, distinguishing features, is a man 
who has crossed beyond these three Gunas, Sattva and the 
rest, characterised? What is his behaviour? With what kind 
of behaviour is he associated and how does it serve as a sign 
for knowing his state? Such is the meaning. How does he, 
i.e., by what means does he cross beyond the three Gunas, 
the Sattva and the rest? 
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^ ?T || 22 || 

The Lord said: 

22. He hates not illumination, nor activity nor even delu¬ 
sion, O Arjuna, while these prevail, nor longs for them when 
they cease. 


^SBT^irl || RR II 


twsfrnft wPi 


He does not hate the effects of Sattva, Rajas and Tanias 
known as illumination, activity and delusion respectively, 
when they are prevailing in regard to undesired things other 
than the self; nor longs for them when they cease, i.e., 
when desired things other than the self become unavailable. 
Hating things not conducive to the realisations of the self 
and longing for things conducive thereof, do not come 
under this law stated in the Verse. 


JJtJTT II 23 II 

23. He who sits like one unconcerned, undisturbed by the 
Gunas; who knows, ‘It is the Gunas that move,’ and so rests 
unshaken; 


ipir: ^<J IRRRTI% 
*t: 11 ri 11 


He who sits like one ‘unconcerned,’ namely, whose satis¬ 
faction consists in the vision of the self as different from the 
Gunas and sits like one unconcerned about other things and 
is not therefore disturbed by the Gunas through hatred and 
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longing and who remains quiet, reflecting: ‘The Gunas 
function in their effects like illumination etc.,’ and so ‘rests 
unshaken,’ i.e., does not act in accordance with the effects 
of the Gunas. 


: || 24 II 

24. He who is alike in pleasure and pain, who dwells in his 
self, who looks upon a clod, a stone and piece of gold as of 
equal value, who remains the same towards things dear and 
hateful and who is intelligent, who regards both blame and 
praise of himself as equal; 


^ || 25 II 

25. He who is the same in honour and dishonour, and the 
same to friend and foe, and who has abandoned all enter¬ 
prises—he is said to have risen above the Gunas. 


333: 

|| 1ST ^ 

U ^ e jjgq fto i fiftREW : || vftr: 

Ik4:, HfT 0^ go^Pl^lcHWgJcl: - 

Ortiyfolipniowwl: sift' 3333^1131*11^ 03 g^fctTl:, rf3T 

; 3 O^T: 3 JJlltfld 3*0ct || || || || 


He who is ‘alike in pleasure and pain,’ namely, whose 
mind is equal in pleasure and pain; ‘who dwells in his self,’ 
namely, who dwells in his self because his love for the self 
keeps his mind in equanimity in pleasure and pain arising 
from the birth, death etc., of his sons and other relatives 
and friends, and who, because of this, ‘looks upon a clod, a 
. stone and a piece of gold as of equal value,’ who con- 
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sequently remains the same towards things dear or hateful, 
i.e., who treats alike the worldly objects desired and unde¬ 
sired; who is ‘intelligent,’ namely, proficient in discrimi¬ 
nation between the Prakrti and the self; who, therefore, 
regards blame and praise as alike, namely, who treats with 
equality praise and blame looking upon good and evil qual¬ 
ities as born of identification with bodies such as those of 
men etc., and as such unconnected with his real self; who is 
the ‘same in honour and dishonour' because these are feel¬ 
ings based on the misconception that the body is the self, 
and as a consequence of such discrimination between the 
body and the self, ‘looks alike on friend and foe,' because 
he understands that there is no connection between them 
and himself; and who has thus abandoned all enterprises in 
which embodied beings are involved—he who is like this, is 
said to have risen above the Gunas. 

Now Sri Krsna states the main method (technique) for 
transcending such Gunas: 


(I 26 II 

26. And he who, with unswerving Bhakti Yoga, serves Me, 
he, crossing beyond the Gunas, becomes fit for the state of 
Brahman. 


*T. , TT l Hl-l •MtcIkJH 3lcf|rii 

snjrnq; sisjrt umIR* 

fSrf: II ^ II 
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The state of transcendence of Gunas is not attained 
merely by reflecting on the difference between the Prakrti 
and the self as declared in the text such as, ‘When the seer 
beholds no agent of action other than the Gunas, then he 
transcends the Gunas, for it is liable then to be sublated by 
contrary subtle impressions (Vasanas) which have con¬ 
tinued from beginningless time. He who, with unswerving 
Bhakti Yoga, namely, one-pointed Bhakti Yoga, serves Me 
of true-resolve, supremely compassionate and the ocean of 
parental affection for supplicants—such a man crosses over 
the Gunas of Sattva etc., which are otherwise invincible. 
He becomes worthy for brahmabhuya, the state of 
brahman i.e., he becomes qualified for the state of 
brahman. The meaning is that he attains the self as It really 
is, immortal and immutable. 

^ ^ || 27 || 

27. For I am the ground of Brahman; the immortal and 
immutable, of eternal Dharma and of perfect bliss. 

Hfclgr, cTOT =? sufet ^3«PT xf 

'4i^q: (<^n <0 sflPh: aror ii 

ngft : Uiuwt^t 

atft snrarawi: n 

rjpispft JW || Ulifr if 51 wT 

<vsll ?3!R« JfllWWM Tt 

WWdWrif*tMMWWl: uClMlfickc«< ^f^WaWril^MWl 
cUJ'S'MgWOr: W || ^3 || 

The term ‘/if (for) denotes cause. I, who am to be served 
by unswerving Bhakti Yoga, am ‘the ground of the indi¬ 
vidual self, immortal and immutable, and also of eternal 
Dharma,’ namely, surpassing eternal prosperity and also 
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perfect felicity, i.e., of the felicity attained by the Jnanin 
stated in texts such as ‘Realising that Vasudeva is all’ 
(7.19). I, being of such nature, devotion to Me helps the 
Jiva to transcend the Gunas. Although the expression ‘eter¬ 
nal Dharma’ is indicative of the conduct to be observed, in 
the given context, it means the goal to be attained; for, 
what follows and what precedes it, denote the goal and not 
conduct. The purport is this: It has been stated that seeking 
refuge with the Lord is the only means for transcending the 
Gunas and the attainment of self-realisation, prosperity 
and the Supreme Being in the earlier text beginning with, 
‘For this divine Maya of Mine consisting of the three Gunas 
is hard to break through, except for those who take refuge 
in Me alone...’ (7.14). Thus, seeking surrender to the Lord 
with one-pointed mind is the only means for transcending 
the Gunas and for the attainment of the state of brahman 
through that. [Here Prapatti, surrender to the Lord, is 
mentioned as a limb of unswerving Bhakti Yoga according 
to some interpreters. This is however a disputable point, as 
some maintain that Prapatti is in itself an independent 
path]. 



Chapter 15 

The Mystery of the All-pervading Person 


^nwf loiter 

^MRO^sfiA+i+H-w ai|KP|ORTpgi#iir# 

3Tviiii) jyjrcrjpj^t nqgar 

qg fcT:, # 3q?gr tortisrkk yfauiti 


^pRTff^%^fe*wraqnngi^: g 



|3fW vra%FEf TO3: 



^^P<1 


§w§wj?qggTc( a??3Rtepfeqor 


ie|«rlNJll<lW<l ^ c4T|>i^ 3lK*trl | 

cf? d 3J$KU?ql^*jf3 g efji (kJx~>u «i»^ii«m}ui 

l^cRg^ 3d%cMfityw i ^W*t awsip# gigqq^ s foWtyU-et — 


In the chapter 13 dealing with the Ksetra (Field)and 
Ksetrajna(Field-knower), it was shown after an examina¬ 
tion of the nature of Prakrti and the self, that the beginning¬ 
less conjunction of the pure self consisting only of infinite 
knowledge, with the Prakrti transformed into the forms of 
gods etc., causes ihe flow of attachment to the Gunas of the 
Prakrti. In the next chapter (14) the following points were 
treated: (1) The conjunction of the self with the Prakrti in 
its two states of effect and cause has attachment to the 
Gunas for its source and it is determined by the Lord Him¬ 
self; (2) The manner of attachment to the Gunas has been 
stated in detail; (3) The attainment of the true nature of 
the self preceded by the annihilation of attachment to the 
Gunas has devotion to the Lord as its means. All these have 
been discussed. 
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Now (in the 15th chapter), Sri Krsna begins to speak of 
the adorable Lord as having absolute control of the uni¬ 
verse consisting of perishable (Ksara) or bound selves and 
the imperishable (Aksara) or freed selves. He also states 
that the Lord is the Supreme Person because of his supreme 
greatness in being antagonistic to all that is evil and in being 
endowed with auspicious attributes which are different in 
kind from both the perishable and imperishable selves and 
which constitute His glory. Then to elucidate the manifesta¬ 
tion called Aksara (or freed souls) whose bondage has been 
cut off by the sword of non-attachment, the Lord describes 
the modification of Ksara or non-intelligent Prakrti into the 
form of bondage that has to be cut off. This modification of 
bondage-creating Prakrti is compared to the Asvattha 
(Pipal tree or ficus religious) in the verses that follow. 

-A yi^ot|<4+^ | 

W quifft ^ ^ ^ II 1 II 

The Lord said: 

1. They speak of an immutable Asvattha tree with its roots 
above and branches below. Its leaves are the Vedas. He who 
knows it knows the Vedas. 


3W8R; 3K&JF5R; 3Fqq 5Tlf: 

3FrtcH:r (4To3b <131^) 
fit % ^ T&rfcT (3tRtRTo 1 

§ll*il44(cy 

ztpr w 3n| : ; sjeut: i 

•srraszf (q^: 

5RT4.FI:' (q^: q?° ^3W 
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WtKfS T:; sWiRl 3FFT quifft, qt-. f| I 

3T:^[ %% f| ^4lMi*i 

33^3? W^MsTH ^•ilMi«»5il«ilq4lPl sS-»*kl II \ II 

The Vedas speak of the imperishable ‘Asvattha tree’ cal¬ 
led Samsara, which has its ‘roots above and branches 
below’, in such passages as thefollowing: This Asvattha tree 
with its roots above and branches below is eternal’ (Ka.U., 
6.1), and ‘He who knows the tree with its roots above and 
branches below’ (Tai.A., 1.11.5). It has its roots above 
since it has its roots in Brahma (the Creator otherwise 
known as Hiranyagarbha) who is seated above the seven 
worlds. It has ‘branches below’ ending with denizens like 
men, animals, beasts, worms, insects, birds and immova¬ 
bles. It is ‘immutable’ since it cannot be felled, being of the 
form of a continual flow. It can be felled only at the dawn of 
perfect knowledge which causes detachment. They say that 
the leaves of this Asavattha tree constitute the Vedas. ‘The 
Vedas are said to be the leaves’, since this tree of Samsara 
increases by actions prompted by worldly desires as taught 
in certain Srutis as, ‘He who desires prosperity should sac¬ 
rifice a white animal to Vayu’ (Taitt.Sam., 2.1.1) and ‘The 
desirer of offspring shall offer to Indra and Agni a sacrifice 
with eleven cups of rice-cakes' (Ibid., 2.2.1). Indeed the 
tree flourishes with the help of leaves. He who knows the 
Asvattha of such a nature ‘knows the Vedas’. The Vedas 
also set forth the means of felling this tree of Samsara. He 
who understands this is called the knower of the Vedas, 
since knowledge of the nature of the tree to be cut off is 
helpful to the knowledge concerning the means of felling 
the tree. 


TpiSfgr : I 

2(a). Its branches extend both above and below, 
nourished by the Gui^as. Their shoots are sense objects.... 
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ctiPT UjUJlC&IFU**! cra^F^fclT 3TO: ^ 3W: 3HW: JR# 

*4»|<K4V|si«ii(^<trj]li{ y^dl: VwPr), 33^ ^ | HT: 

^ yrajsr: «Fr4lf^fiT: 5fgat:, ^TOM: ^lS^rf^PW^T: | 

# 3PT an?— 

This tree spreads downward with men etc., who are the 
products of their Karma, as branches. It again spreads 
above into Gandharvas, Yaksas, gods, etc. They are 
nourished by the Gunas of Sattva etc. They have tender 
shoots augmented by sense-objects. 

How does this happen? Sri Krsna explains: 

|| 2 II 

2(b).And their secondary roots extend downwards, 

resulting in acts which bind in the world of men. 

Jt^®H5R3T 3W: 3FjjHFF3# diP) R? 44lPt«<**5lPl 1 'WiSPll U.4 

3<^<H»m|P 1 ^trSlP) 3Wt ^ : I '+l*5Tif: 

arot 3 **#^ ^i<*4l *raf% n r ii 

The ‘secondary roots’ of this tree having the main roots 
in the world of Brahma and its crest in men ramify below in 
the world of men. They bind them according to their 
Karma. The meaning is that the effects of acts causing bon¬ 
dage become roots in the world of men. For, the effect of 
actions done in the human state brings about the further 
condition of men, beasts etc., down below, and of divinities 
etc., up above. 

5T *nM*I*^ cratao5WI% 

5fRft =T ^ HyfagT | 

|| 3 II 


G-31 
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3. Its form as such is not perceived here, nor its end, nor 
its beginning, nor its support. Having cut off this firm-rooted 
Asvattha with the strong axe of detachment... 


cKT: m 

OcT: S^rffgooft II 4 || 

4. Then, one should seek that goal attaining which one 
never returns. One should seek refuge with that Primal Per¬ 
son from whom streamed forth this ancient activity. 

3R2T •ekg^sn&fcft dcHdMiRXWU 

d cRIT WlRfil: I W‘ 

4Si<?d^4 fild! clsQ^MMRilg: H.ctl«4»*li=l*l v I 

cTOT 3R*T f^ET 3iP# 3lfa SRTgfxT: # d 3q55W& 

dW aR*T gORTf # d 4M^UId 1 <R*I 5rfc^T ^ WWR 

gfcfctefo 3ii^n^^f| 3ifiRi5;q^3R^5^sri 

^ 4tMMiR gg 3T«r8t q W P gl l dljfiid ^d 

3l^U| for4l dd: l^qURTgTc^ ^dt: dr^ dd mRhiRci«i*-j. 
aR^d^ftdJJ ijRil'l ^TrlT '>JT: d Pldti-cl | 

d^aTClf^nd5Slfdt TpTOdflPRTf: cR£5 ^ &qfc|§IM ffrT 315T 

an?— 

aisTRl^fr# rP{ ^ ’d 3TKT fdFRd anRhj^J ‘ddI*23$or !3ffd: ^ 

yxRW<nr (^ 1 ^ 0 ) ‘aatd&arsn# jrt. dfddtfcrir (\o\o 'dd: mi 

1’ ) ScMlR,^ 3 tW^ aiKT 3R*4 dd Rd 
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SRor smfcr i 33 go# gtraril 

tup' | irk f| twt R3 —'%ft ifar gum4t m orar ^rar i 

hwi^ci! ci<Pn fnv (ol^v)^'l 


y^KI $3d. 3|%: ’ sfcT 3T 015. | ^033 31RI g?3 UMtl ?RUfljepl«J ?3?f; 
3lfP^f3l^:f?PRPT Q3R3 riTLR*pgcjf%: gg# gp# SRp I gUcMWi 
ggsjsir sgf%: go#; godwi % ggy4t ipn3 ^rui^ 4U j iw : 

II v« II 


The form of this tree, having its origin above, i.e., in the 
four-faced Brahma and branches below in the sense that 
man forms the crest through continual lineage therefrom, 
and also having its branches extended above and below by 
actions done in the human state and forming secondary 
roots—that form of the tree is not understood by people 
immersed in Samsara. Only this much is perceived: ‘I am a 
man, the son of Devadatta, the father of Yajnadatta; I have 
property appropriate to these conditions’. Likewise, it is 
not understood that its destruction can be brought about by 
detachment from enjoyments which are based on Gunas. 
Similarly it is not perceived that attachment to the Gunas 
alone is the beginning of this (tree). Again, it is not per¬ 
ceived that the basis of this tree is founded on ignorance 
which is the misconception of self as non-self. Ignorance 
alone is the basis of this tree, since in it alone the tree is 
fixed. 

This Asvattha, described above, firm-rooted, i.e., the 
roots of which are firm and manifold, is to be cut off by the 
strong axe of detachment, namely, detachment from the 
sense objects composed of the three Gunas. This can be 
forged through perfect knowledge. As one gains detach¬ 
ment from sense-objects, one should seek and find out the 
goal from which nobody ever returns. 

How does this attachment to sense-objects, which con¬ 
sists of the Gunas and erroneous knowledge forming its 
cause, cease to exist? 

Sri Krsna now answers: 
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One should seek ‘refuge (Prapadyet) in the Primal Per¬ 
son’ alone in order to overcome this ignorance. One should 
seek refuge (Prapadyeta) in Him who is primal, namely, 
the beginning of all entities, as stated in the following text: 
‘With Me as the Lord, the Prakrti gives birth to all that 
which moves, and that which does not move’ (9.10), ‘I am 
the origin of all; from Me proceed everything’ (10.8), and 
‘There is nothing higher than Me, O Arjuna’ (7.7). From Me, 
the creator of everything, has streamed forth this ancient 
activity, continuing from time immemorial, of attachment 
to sense-objects consisting of Gunas. This has been 
declared already by Me: ‘For this divine Maya of Mine con¬ 
sisting of the Gunas is hard to break through. But those who 
take refuge in Me alone shall pass beyond this Maya’ (7.14). 

Or a variant of this stanza is ‘prapadya iyatah pravrttih' 
(in place of ‘prapadyet yatah pravrittih'). This gives the 
sense that this discipline of taking refuge in the Supreme 
Person for dispelling of ignorance has continued from a dis¬ 
tant past. The tendencies of ancient persons seeking libera¬ 
tion are also ancient. The purport is this: The ancient liber¬ 
ation-seekers, taking refuge in Me alone, were released 
from bondage. [This can be taken to mean that Prapatti or 
taking refuge in the Lord had originated in the Bhakti trad¬ 
ition of the SrI-Vaisnavites from ancient sages i.e., from the 
Alvars who preceded Ramanuja by several centuries. It is 
not a creation of Ramanuja]. 


II 5 II 

5. Without the delusion of perverse notions (concerning 
the self), victorious over the evil of attachment, ever devoted 
to the self, turned away from desires and liberated from 
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dualities called pleasure and pain, the undeluded go to that 
imperishable status. 

nr IMJ ftnfaMltg:— 

-:; 3?U|lcHpMI:- 

anWWIWpRW., 3^: tT 3UJ3T: 

atlcWHI<4l , W*tM5lt: ctr^3ri=-M-ii 3we<fe$wsiHI'hkJf3t!<+iM 

sncpf%l nr 4'twwwi at: *raf: uf?W: ^wit: 

fafemfctt n s || 

Thus, when they have taken refuge in Me. become free 
from ‘perverse notions concerning the self, namely, 
become free from the delusion in the form of misconceiving 
the non-self (body) as the self; ‘victorious over the evil of 
attachment", namely, victorious over the evil known as 
attachment to sense-objects consisting of the Gunas; ‘ever 
devoted to self, namely completely absorbed in the know¬ 
ledge of the self which is called Adhyatma or knowledge 
about the self; when they have ‘turned away from desires' 
other than this self-knowledge; when they are liberated 
from ‘dualities called pleasure and pain"—such ‘undeluded 
souls’, namely, those who are able to discern the natures of 
self and non-self, attain to that ‘imperishable status’. They 
attain the self as It is, in the form of infinite knowledge. 
Consequently for those who seek refuge in Me, all actions 
become easy of performance till perfection is attained by 
My grace. 

PtarW ’TW J3|JT || 6 II 
6. That supreme light (i.e. the individual self), reaching 
which they do not return any more, is Mine; the sun does not 
illumine It, nor moon, nor the fire. 
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3W xT M# clflRtfe- ^ dfo#T =sr WWilifiil 

q^TT^jT ^fT: 5T ctcf qqf vqw tWT JR H^feT flitljpbjjit JRT3T 

| 

sift g^icK^n w mw^i s nf &mffi t % rtMF) R 

fw^rt^T: gsRRwi^, §(H^f| n % \\ 

The sun cannot illumine the light of the self, nor moon, 
nor fire. For, knowledge is indeed that which illumines 
them all. External lights, however, are helpful only in 
removing the darkness which hinders the contact between 
the senses and the objects. It is the intelligence of the self 
.that reveals such external lights. What reveals this (i.e.*, the 
self) is Yoga (i.e., meditation) only. Beginningless Karma 
is the hindrance. It has been taught that the way for the 
erasing of Karma is self-surrender to the Lord through 
detachment etc. That supreme light, reaching which they 
do not return any more is the self, which is My glory (Vib- 
huti) and therefore belongs to Me and is a part of Myself. 
Such is the meaning. The supremacy of this light (i.e., indi¬ 
vidual self) consists in its capacity to illumine even the sun 
and other bodies. The sun etc., cannot illumine the light of 
knowledge. Knowledge alone can illuminate all things (in¬ 
cluding the light of the sun which sheds only physical light 
on objects.). 

WUthl) : | 

7. An everlasting part of Myself, having become the bound 
self in the world of life, attracts the senses, of which the mind 
is the sixth, and which abide in Prakfti. 

sSfrjjcjf 

tfl-nyiPl irsis# gpficri ^ 

. 3K*ir 3t%nur gaj: sre fitea | 
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ilfiw i m t iw creF n ^ ^r: gift ?rt: ?F#t u \s ii 

That self, whose nature has been described thus, though 
constituting an everlasting part of Myself, becomes the 
bound individual self in the world of life. Covered by ignor¬ 
ance in the form of beginningless Karma, It attracts to Itself 
the five senses and the mind, which are located in the 
bodies of gods, men etc., and which are particular transfor¬ 
mations of Prakrti. Some parts of Myself (i.e., the selves), 
becoming free from ignorance (Avidya) in the aforesaid 
manner, remain in their own intrinsic nature. But the 
bound individual self is very much contracted in power and 
knowledge. The individual self is the lord of the senses and 
the mind in bodies, and forms a bound individual in combi¬ 
nation with a particular transformation of the Prakrti 
through Karma. Thus Karma attracts the selves hither and 
thither according to its nature. 



8. Whatever body Its lord acquires and from whatever 
body It departs, It goes on Its way, taking these senses as the 
wind carrying scents from their places. 


^ : 3#c3T tMfrT I ^ 


3FH3t ii c ii 


Whatever body It acquires, and from whatever body It 
departs, the lord of the senses, i.e., the self, goes on Its way 
taking with It the senses with the subtle elements, just like 
the wind carrying scents from place to place. Just as the 
wind takes away scents with subtle parts from flower-gar- 
lands, sandal, musk and the rest from their places and 
moves elsewhere—so does the self. 
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<*>|p| ^T: 5ps«4lp5|? - 

What are these senses? Sri Krsna explains: 

SlfagW IFCTT || 9 || 

9. Presiding over the ear, the eye, the sense of touch, the 
tongue and the nose, and the mind, It experiences these 
objects of senses. 

f'WI't || R. II 

Presiding over these sense-organs, of which the mind is 
the sixth, the lord of the body drives the organs towards 
their corresponding objects like sound and the rest and 
enjoys them. 

vi<sH*f«r T f^OcT 3lfa 3T I 

Hl^U^lfirl || 10 II 

10. The deluded do not perceive It (i.e., the sell) conjoined 
with the Guijas when departing or staying or experiencing. 
They who have the eye of knowledge see It. 

>33 jjyiiPMci 


RjJjoT: *I^rellRRu«lr«ll*i^lPl*t: I 

3RwglwRs|'*R«WglPWrT: mfcHA gqaiffrU«T RRrM^K^U.et 
qsqfcr || \o || 

The deluded do not perceive the Atman (self) as a form 
of knowledge separate from Its human and other configura¬ 
tions which are particular transformations of Prakrti, with 
which the self is conjoined when It is in embodied condi¬ 
tion, experiencing the objects of the senses. The self also 
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departs from that body when the body dies and assumes 
another body. The deluded or those who misconceive the 
body as the self do not understand all this. However, those 
who possess the eye of knowledge, i.e, have the knowledge 
concerning the difference between the body and the self, 
perceive the self as having a form different from the body in 
all conditions. 

HcFcTt | 

^d«dUm$dMIHl II 11 II 

11. The striving Yogins see It established in themselves. 
But, though striving, those of unrefined minds, devoid of 
intelligence, perceive It not. 


3# 31f<TfcRW: : m ^ HcT U3 

34%W: 34cMMo4l4>»t^(H4 -dtfkifidl: q' M$A|Pd 11 11 

The ‘striving Yogins’ i.e., those striving in the path of 
Karma Yoga etc., after practising Prapatti (self-surrender), 
purify their inner organs of perception and perceive the self 
as established in Its own form as distinct from the body, 
with the eye of Yoga, But those of ‘unrefined minds’, 
namely those who do not practise Prapatti to Me, and are 
therefore of ‘uncultivated minds, and devoid of intelli¬ 
gence’ find themselves incapable of perceiving the self. 
They do not perceive It in distinction from the body. 

jw>i$w>rt y*w5r4> pRsilft . ansm g*wot ^ 

mr <^> ‘sfereft #r^r: 

TRTcH: II’ #1 
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Thus, it has been said that the self, whether released or 
not, is a manifestation of the glory (Vibhuti) of the Lord, 
Its light of knowledge illuminates even the luminaries such 
as the sun, moon and fire which help the senses to see by 
removing the darkness that prevents the contact of the 
senses with their objects as described (in the verses): ‘That 
supreme light....is Mine’ (15.6) and ‘An everlasting part of 
Myself having become the (bound) self in the world of life’ 
(15.7). Now, He declares that even the lights of the sun and 
other luminaries, which form particular developments of 
Prakrti, are Vibhutis of the Lord: 


44lfcEPIci | 

wywfi* || 12 ll 

12. That brilliance in the sun which illumines the whole uni¬ 
verse, that in the moon and that in fire, know that brilliance 
as Mine. 

sifisEWS tr# enfeqr&ri ^ t: t: 

mrr awif spaif || n || 

That brilliance of the sun and other luminaries which 
illumines the whole universe—that brilliance belongs to 
Me. Know that this capacity of illumining is granted to 
them by Me who have been worshipped severally by them. 

Sri Krsna states that the power in the earth to support all 
those that reside on it belongs to Him alone: 


13. And entering the earth I uphold all beings by My 
strength. I nourish all herbs, becoming the juicy Soma. 
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3!? ipfa 3te3T WT I cTW 

3i^ai^dWW: II ^ II 

Entering the earth I uphold all beings by My strength, 
namely, by My irresistible power. Likewise, becoming the 
Soma consisting of the juice of the nectar, I nourish all 
herbs. 


II 14 il 

14. Becoming the digestive fire, I function within the bodies 
of all living beings. In union with inward and outward 
breaths, I digest the four kinds of food. 


3Ief 

<4liWl ( ^M^I*WlrU4i 3F?T MHlfa l| II 

Becoming the ‘digestive fire’, or the fire of digestion,I 
function within the bodies of all living creatures. In union 
with various activities of ‘inward and outward breaths’, I 
digest the ‘four kinds of food’ eaten by individuals. These 
consist of foods to be chewed, sucked, licked and drunk. 


cT?amHtfeRP^T PlRttl | H#: ^ ^ 



"The Supreme Person who has the Soma, digestive fire 
etc., as his glory (Vibhuti) is here equated with Him by 
means of co-ordinate predication in the verses ‘Becoming 
the juicy Soma’and ‘Becoming the digestive fire’. He now 
sets forth the reason for equating these glories with Him¬ 
self. 





is II 
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15. And I am seated in the hearts of all. From Me are mem¬ 
ory, knowledge and their removal also. Indeed I alone am to 
be known from all the Vedas. I bring about the fruition of 
the rituals of Vedas; I alone am the knower of the Vedas. 


twwA 3iCT?ror <hI5iR(k'. i 

?Wr 3n§: SfcW:—‘3T^T3lte W3T 3RRT (to3JTo 3RO '*T: 

(«jf°3o 3|V>R) 'IT WjfrT |' (|?o^Jo 

3 MW ^ xnuwl^f (to^ro 

<Sft J^sO'h %PT’ (STo^o $cUIM: | 

^ 'JtM-HM: | ’ (froljo 1| |^Ro ) 

I’ (JJJo TRT ^fPtcT: |’ 


(»g» <rw s?»raH 


3131 *RT: T*j(rr: >aiW«i, 


fRJR^I 


r, *T: 1 sqtftxT, 3HTtjpT 


yn^fri. i 

eir 3^T 3^:, 35gt STTJT—?? «H|Um?W SwRc^ail^ # 

^^JTfrq^l 

=er Tif: 3Tiiqt <^r ^r: i 3RT: 

IRCT^IRf ckyPlMWHlft: 3lfa TFlf: 3T^ 0^ ^T:, %oP^Mfl£&l<s% : 

^Rur^l 

^i*rt'jic\ ^<1’ (?IcT° 5TTo ^Rl^) ‘«OT TTjIcT (TH°sIT° 

^I^RvS) 3RT: Mwi *+><?4 % % ^5T?f S^T: m4«*wP|, 

’+**£<, %5rf^w5PT ERftcTT S? 3T^U7T | 

<*§<& —'qrqtqfqrcij-^: r (vsro s^irwt 

'3^ xt rlcT: cwHI^Jl^r filgclH^% cTF[I' (vsR^)^j<t; '3Jf% y4<J5lWi JTttKT 

^jr^^rir cuw 

<UPt<v^T xf 3^ sfejplc^ Sl^JtoT, »33 | 

?<T: 3p?wt % ^isf j^r, sr tt aiftnw: u ^ || 


Controlling everything by My will, I exist as ‘the self in 
their hearts’, namely, in the place from which springs 
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knowledge, the root of activity and inactivity of all beings 
as also of the Soma and digestive fire. So the Srutis declare 
in the following texts: ‘Entering within. He is the ruler of all 
things and the Self of all’ (Tai.A., 3.11), ‘He who, dwelling 
in the earth... He who, dwelling in the self, is within the 
self...who controls the earth’ (Br.U.Madh., 3.7.3.22); ‘The 
heart which is comparable to an inverted lotus-bud’ 
(Ma.Na., 11.7); and ‘Now, here, in the city of brahman, is 
an abode, a small lotus-flower’(Cha.U., 8.1.1). The Smrtis 
also declare thus: ‘Visnu is the ruler of the whole universe, 
who permeates the universe’ (V.P., 1.17.20), ‘He is the 
ruler of all, who is minutely small among those who are 
minutely small (Manu., 12.122); and ‘He is the controller, 
the judge, the King, who is seated in your heart’ (Ibid., 
8.92). 

Therefore, the memory of all beings springs from Me 
alone. ‘Memory’ is knowledge springing from experience 
and its subtle impressions. They have for their con¬ 
tents past experiences. ‘Knowledge’ is determination of a 
thing through the senses, inference, the scriptures and 
intuitive meditation. This is also from Me. So does 
‘Apohana’ too. ‘Apohana’ signifies the cessation of know¬ 
ledge. ‘Apohana’ may also mean ‘Uhana’ (conjectural 
knowledge). Uhana is ‘Uha’ (conjecture). ‘Uha’ is that 
knowledge which is accessory to the actual means of know¬ 
ledge (Pramana). It is done by determining whether that 
means of knowledge can be operative with reference to the 
particular subject-matter on hand, through the examination 
of the instruments of that means of knowledge (Pramana). 
This ‘Uha’ also comes from Me. 

Indeed ‘I am to be known from all the Vedas,’ for I am 
the inner ruler of Agni, Surya, Soma, Vayu, Sun and Indra 
and other divinities as their self. The Vedas are intent on 
speaking of them (i.e., the divinities). ‘I am to be known 
from all the Vedas; for, terms like gods, men etc., signify 
the individual selves in them. I bring about the fruition of 
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the Veda. ‘Vedanta’, here means the end, namely, the frui¬ 
tion, of Vedic injunctions like ‘Let sacrifice be made to 
Indra’ and ‘Let sacrifice be made to Varuna.’ For, all Vedas 
find their consummation in fruition. ‘Antakrt’ means gran¬ 
tor of fruits. The meaning is: ‘I alone am the grantor of the 
fruition described in the Vedas.’ This has been already 
declared in the verses beginning from, ‘Whichever devotee 
seeks to worship with faith whatever form’ and ending with, 
‘From that faith he gets the objects of his desire, granted in 
reality by Me alone’ (7.21-22); and also ‘I am the enjoyer 
and the only Lord of all sacrifices’ (9.24). I am the knower 
of the Vedas; I know the Veda that speaks about Me. The 
sense is that he who speaks of the meaning of the Vedas 
as otherwise than this import, is not the knower of the Vedas. 

3RT: JRT *t4 <^Mi — 

Therefore, listen from Me alone the meaning or the 
essence of the Vedas. 


5^ <55% W | 

w. II 16 II 

16. There are two kinds of Persons (Puru$as) spoken of in 
the Sastra—the perishable (K$ara) and the imperishable 
(Akgara). The perishable is all beings and the imperishable 
is called the unchanging (Kutastha). 


1 

ffl) 0.4) U.4 I Ml’ (St?°) ,J W 

^wj=feTOT:i (w> it \\ 
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There are, the Sastras say, ‘two kinds of Persons 
(Purusas)’ well known in the world—‘the perishable and 
the imperishable.’ Of the two, the Persons designated by 
the term ‘perishable’ (Ksara) are beings conjoint with 
non-conscient matter of modifiable nature, from Brahma 
down to a blade of grass, who can be signified also by the 
term JTvas (individual selves). Here the term Purusa (Per¬ 
son) is used in singular to indicate the common single con¬ 
dition of being conjoined with non-conscient matter. That 
which is the ‘imperishable’ (Aksara) is called ‘unchanging’ 
(Kutastha), this is the released self, devoid of association 
with non-conscient matter, remaining in its own form. It is 
called ‘unchangeable’ inasmuch as when free from 
non-conscient matter, It has no specific connection with 
particular transformations of non-conscient matter like the 
bodies of Brahma etc. Here also the designation of the term 
in singular (as expressing a generic class) denoting the total¬ 
ity of liberated selves, is used on account of the single con¬ 
dition of dissociation from non-conscient matter. It does 
not mean that before this, in time without beginning, there 
existed but a single liberated self. So it is stated: ‘Purified 
by the austerity of knowledge, many have attained My 
state’ (4.10); and ‘They are not born at the time of creation, 
nor do they suffer at the time of dissolution’ (14.2). 

# II 17 || 

17. There is the Supreme Person other than these. He is 
named the Supreme Self (Paramatma) in all the Vedas. He 
who, as the Immutable One and the Lord, entering the 
threefold world, supports it. 

*H4ichi ifrT : | 

% 3 tTJT: 35^ 
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?R3W 3t#R HrWgB: ^ # iWIUIMqiq^ sflt *T 

3TRHcWI 3Tlf^q fo#, *T tre^ oqiUJI^&W^ awf=rR*j<T: | 

?CT: ^ 3rfil^5^iqi^31srfiiTro^T: | q?T: *T: 3PJPT I aiotPRSTAWt 
% ^q<5l*4l=ll^3t^cWllc^<R4i«l» , ^ ; T ci^yiiR'Ji: ^ ’cIcHIc^ 

j^agf^pT: gfKRj;^ arafcrcjgt n^r; cror gfotewftq fsaR-. |%aan^ 

?K*?E(3raf^RJgT: || 5;vs || 

But there is the ‘Supreme Person who is other than the 
bound and liberated selves’ expressed by the terms, the 
‘perishable’ and the ‘imperishable’. He forms a completely 
different category. All Srutis call Him the Supreme Self. 
But by that very designation as the Supreme Self, it may be 
known that the Supreme Person is a category distinct from 
the bound and the liberated selves. How? ‘Entering the 
threefold world,’ supports it. ‘Loka’ (world) is that which is 
perceived. There are three such perceivable worlds. He 
enters the ‘three worlds’ which can be understood from the 
authority of the Srutis. These are the world of unconscient 
matter, the world of conscient selves conjoined with mat¬ 
ter, and the world of liberated selves. As understandable 
from the Srutis, He enters into these three categories as 
their Atman and supports them. Thus, He is an entity diffe¬ 
rent from the triad which He pervades and maintains. 
Further He is different, as He is imperishable and as He is 
the Lord. Being imperishable, He is different from the 
bound non-conscient matter whose nature is subject to 
decay. He is different from the bound conscient selves as 
the latter is subject to Prakrti and follows its laws. He is also 
distinguished from the liberated selves, because in their 
previous condition they were connected with matter and 
mixed with it. Similarly, He is the Lord of these ‘three 
worlds,’ a category distinct from those which have to be 
ruled. 


^ II 18 II 
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Because I transcend the perishable Person and am also 
higher than the imperishable Person, therefore I am styled 
in the Smrti and the Veda as the Supreme Person (Purusot- 
tama). 


rn: ^ =et JjwWw: | ^l'U?«*«4l4Hlct v #F 

1 

£1^13) f?UI#| **f3^ ’3ftll«k1K ^ItWW l=Fofr: r 

(ftwpKvsl^) t II II 

Inasmuch as I transcend the perishable (i.e., bound) Per¬ 
son of the aforesaid nature, and I am higher, for reasons 
stated earlier, than the imperishable Person or liberated 
self, therefore I am styled the Supreme Person in the Smrti 
and Srutis. The Smrti is called Loka by reason of its leading 
to the meaning of the Vedas. The meaning is that I am fam¬ 
ous in the Sruti and in the Smrti. In the Sruti for instance; 
‘Reaching the Supreme Light, it appears in its own nature. 
He is the Supreme Person’ (Cha.U., 8.12.3). In the Smrti 
we have texts like ‘I will approach Him (Sri Krsna), the 
Supreme Person who is the incarnation of a portion of 
Visnu, who is without beginning, middle or end’ (V.P.. 
5.17.33). 

3? w <h4hi^ *TRcT ll 19 II 

19. He who, wilnout delusion thus knows Me as the Sup¬ 
reme Self, knows all, O Arjuna, and worships Me in every 
way. 


if: xjtVh iw>i).ui jjsqffpr 'jimiIci, 

■*ririrt id ^ 3 


G-32 
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ftf&T: t: ^ 53f: WSHSFKft: W 1 

5Sf: nflgt: JW *JT 3T ^ JOT rif: 3Wf^JT W 

jot Trot |i n || 

He who, without delusion, knows the Supreme Person as 
Myself, as already stated, i.e., knows Me, as differing in 
kind from the perishable and the imperishable Persons, 
because of My being immutable and because of My being 
distinguished from them as pervading, supporting and rul¬ 
ing etc., by nature—such a devotee knows all. He knows all 
that is to be known as the means of attaining Me. He wor¬ 
ships Me in ‘every way,’ i.e., whatever ways of worshipping 
Me have been prescribed as the means of attaining Me, he 
worships Me by all these modes of worship. Whatever love 
is evoked in Me towards one approaching Me by all forms 
of knowledge having Me for their object, and whatever love 
is roused up in Me towards those who practise various 
modes of worship having Me for their object—all that in a 
unified form is generated in Me towards one who has the 
knowledge of Me as described. 

Now, Sri Krsna eulogises this knowledge of the Supreme 
Person: 


# gjgjcw jtoret i 

VfKcT || 20 II 

20. Thus, O sinless one, has this most mysterious doctrine 
been imparted by Me. By understanding this, a man will 
become truly wise and will have fulfilled his duty. 



sfajpgrOTtr aerial <3^ ^ ui iM^ii 

TIT *W? -iUMI -Wlri I OTfW&T W 3>ci I 
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Thus, this Sastra, the most mysterious of all mysteries 
and which teaches My aspect as the Supreme Person, has 
been imparted to you by Me, as you are worthy to receive it 
because you are sinless. By understanding this, a man will 
become truly wise and will have fulfilled his duty. Whatever 
wisdom has to be cultivated for attaining Me, all that 
should be taken as cultivated and that whatever duty has to 
be fulfilled in that connection—all that is to be taken as ful¬ 
filled by knowing this (the Purusottama Vidya). He gets all 
spiritual fulfilment by this knowledge, except the direct vis¬ 
ion of Purusottama. [Probably the idea is that direct vision 
comes only when the body falls at the end of the quantum 
of Karma that has brought it into existence. Before that 
only the state of the Sthitaprajna can be attained. The thin 
veil of residual Karma still stands in the way.] 


swift: 

Chapter 16 

The Divine and the Demoniac Types 


3jwiTO3&jr ^th 4I: ^ grower 

^ w4swA«i araf^ewh : 

^ *PR3t 3 (R|®wJT: ^ 

: a wfcKcWl qiWRWT ? 

«4f3fcW{J 

«5RK»t 3rK5F8T Sisfesr ^H6W^di 5Rf? 

SfeiKgtwftii: %tft sftwFRi^^gre— 

In the preceding three chapters were elucidated the fol¬ 
lowing, (1) what constitutes the nature of the physical real¬ 
ity (Prakrti), i.e., of the individual self (Purusa) taken sepa¬ 
rately and in conjunction with each other; (2) that their 
conjunction is the result of attachment to the Gunas, and 
their separation, the result of non-attachment; (3) that 
Prakrti and the individual self in whatever modes of exis¬ 
tence they be, both constitute the glory (Vibhuti) of the 
Lord; and (4) that the real nature of the Lord as the Sup¬ 
reme Person is distinct from unconscient matter and con- 
scient entity in both the states of bondage and freedom, as 
He is immutable, pervading, supporting and ruling. 

Immediately afterwards, the Lord speaks about the divi¬ 
sion into the divine and the demoniacal creations. This divi¬ 
sion is based upon whether the person denoted follows the 
Sastras or not. Those who follow the Sastras are classed as 
divine, and the others who violate them as demoniacal. The 
purpose of this teaching is to impress that submission to the 
Sastras is necessary for getting established in all the teach¬ 
ings given earlier, including those on conduct. 
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q$93( ^MW^di| || 1 || 

The Lord said: 

1. Fearlessness, purity of mind, devotion to meditation on 
the knowledge (of the self), alms-giving, self-control, wor¬ 
ship, study of Vedas, austerity, uprightness: 


3*sr VRU, 

3T: JR# 


^N<i: *PT3cT: cFRTKRSFiR^I 'ficHl 

afTOW 3% l »qmEte l | 

cW: |>^KW I dF^| i =4W I ^ >f» 530^1 



II t II 


‘Fear’ is the pain arising from the awareness of the cause 
which brings about pain in the form of either dissociation 
from the objects of attainment or association with the 
objects of aversion. The absence of this is ‘fearlessness’. 
‘Purity of mind’ is the condition of Sattva, viz., the state of 
the internal organ being untouched by Rajas and Tamas. 
‘Devotion to meditation on the knowledge (of the self)’ is 
firm adherence to the discrimination between the pure 
nature of the self and Prakrti. ‘Alms-giving’ is the giving 
away of one’s wealth earned through right means to the 
deserving. ‘Self-control’ is the practice of withdrawal of the 
mind from sense-objects. ‘Worship’ is the performance of 
the fivefold duties (sacrifices) etc., of life in the spirit of 
worship of the Lord without attachment to the fruits. The 
‘study of the Vedas’ is devotion to the Vedic study with the 
conviction that all the teachings of the Vedas deal with the 
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Lord, with His. glorious nature and with the mode of wor¬ 
shipping Him. ‘Austerity’ is the practice of penances like 
Krchra, Candrayana, vow on the twelfth day of the lunar 
fortnight, etc., which foster capability for performing acts 
pleasing to the Lord. ‘Uprightness’ consists of the oneness 
of thought, word and deed in one’s dealings with others. 

II 2 ll 

2. Non-injury, truth, freedom from anger, renunciation, 
tranquillity, non-slandering others, compassion to all 
beings, freedom from desire, gentleness, the sense of shame, 
freedom from fickleness; 


3B^T'. I 

cUPT: 

snfcr: ^smoir i 

3$5j«T 

ft: arofesot sftgr l 

‘Non-injury’ is abstaining from injury to others. ‘Truth’ is 
communication by words of what one knows for certain and 
what is conducive to the good of others. ‘Freedom from 
anger’ is the absence in oneself of the mental state, which, if 
permitted, leads to injury to others. ‘Renunciation’ is the 
abandonment of everything that is contrary to the good of 
the self. ‘Tranquillity’ is practice of controlling the senses 
from their propensity towards sense-objects. ‘Not-slander- 
ing others’ means refraining oneself from speech that may 
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cause evil to others. ‘Compassion to all beings’ means one's 
incapacity to stand the suffering of others. ‘ Aloluptvam ’ 
means freedom from desire for sense-objects. ‘Gentleness’ 
means absence of harshness, and being worthy of associat¬ 
ing with the good. ‘Sense of shame’ is shrinking from doing 
what should not be done. ‘ Acapalam ’ means being unat¬ 
tracted by objects enjoyable by the senses even when they 
are at hand. 

swT sINrogItt HiictoiRdT I 

*JKcT || 3 II 

3. Grandeur, patience, fortitude, purity, freedom from 
hatred, and from over-pride—these, O Arjuna, belong to 
him who is born to a divine destiny. 


^rfcT: WMKOi^ | 

Hilcwiftdi aa f &ra i 

t^r ^ynr swi; arfiRrapRT i %arr 

ar snarer u 3 n 


‘Grandeur’ is the quality by virtue of which one cannot 
be overpowered by the wicked. ‘Forgiveness’ is freedom 
from the feelings of antagonism towards others even when 
they cause injury to oneself. ‘Fortitude’ is the sense of 
determination to do one’s own duty even under conditions 
of great danger. ‘Purity’ is fitness of the body and the mind 
as prescribed in the scriptures for the performance of sac¬ 
red deeds. ‘Freedom from hatred’ is non-interference with 
others, viz., absence of interference in the actions of others 
according to their wish. ‘Over-pride’ ( Atimanita ) is having 
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unbridled self-esteem; freedom from misplaced pride is 
meant here. 

These are the virtues that are found in one who is born 
for the ‘divine destiny.’ The destiny associated with the 
divinities is divine. The divinities are those who are devoted 
to carry out the commandments of the Lord. It is their 
destiny. It is obedience to the commandments of the Lord. 
The meaning is that these are endowments in those who are 
born with a tendency or disposition towards them and seek 
to attain their fulfilment. 

xr l 

3t§ir x n fifi n cre i qref H 4 tl 

4. Pomposity, arrogance, self-conceit, wrath, rudeness 
and ignorance—these, O Arjuna, belong to him who is born 
to a demoniac destiny. 

| CHfrmFt: Tf : I s&t: | 

l 3W : | 

amjft wt | grjit wsRisn^rEffter: || « || 

‘Dambha or pomposity’ is the practice of Dharma for 
earning a reputation for righteousness. ‘Arrogance’ is the 
elation caused by the pleasures of sense-objects and the 
consequent inability to discriminate between what ought to 
be done and what ought not to be done. ‘Self-conceit’ is the 
estimation of oneself in a measure not warranted by one’s 
education and birth. ‘Wrath’ is the sense of antagonism 
causing injury to others. ‘Rudeness’ is the nature of causing 
grief to Sadhus. ‘Ignorance’ is incapacity to discriminate 
between high and low forms of conduct and principles, and 
also between what ought to be done and what ought not to 
be. These are the qualities that are found in one born for a 
demoniac destiny. Asuras are those who rebel against the 
commandments of the Lord. 
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PfcwwFbft nar | 

itt ^T: ms qpgsr n 5 ll 

5. The divine destiny is deemed to lead to liberation, the 
demoniac to bondage. Grieve not, O Arjuna, you are born to 
a divine destiny. 


SJSlfo sKtfOT 

3?R3jft H^lsU^frl^MI wr%, 3Ty>|%yiWl | 

—9ll4> JIT "JOT:; 

ctgM W(3rfiRl(T: 31% I ^ mu^«| t||%«lhK%R'f*r % : rFHT: 

arfSnnr. ll ^ ll 

‘The divine destiny,’ viz., which is of the nature of sub¬ 
mission to My commandments aids liberation, viz., leads to 
release from bondage. The meaning is that it leads to the 
eventual attainment of Myself. ‘The demoniac destiny’ viz., 
which is of the nature of tiansgression of My command¬ 
ments, is for bondage, i.e., takes one to degradation. 

To Arjuna who, on hearing this, became alarmed and 
anxious about the classfication of his own nature, Sri Krsna 
said: 

‘Do not be gnet-ridden. Surely, you are born for a divine 
destiny, O son of Pandu. The purport is that you have a 
divine destiny, since you are a son of Pandu who was most 
eminent among the righteous. 



STlrK 3TRJT II 6 II 

6. There are two types of beings in this world—the divine 
and the demoniac. The divine has been, described at length. 
Hear from Me, O Arjuna, about the demoniac. 



510 


SRI RAMANUJA GfTA BHASYA 


[Ch. 16 


Shapfcr I 


?pr%: | J&HT rwyi^R^MI^kMfr); P^Rl^ROiraf; 

^ airaR: r 5t r «P^ i *<fe# i ¥W t &ri^i: 5jJtB:| a^puir ^ 

q^Nk'MVIlfcf: d*^3irait % 5 ^ 1 JW || ^ || 


In this world of works, there are ‘two types’ of created 
beings who perform actions, viz., the divine and demoniac. 
Creation is production. By the force of old Karma of the 
nature of good and evil deeds, beings are born, divided into 
two kinds at their very birth for working out the command¬ 
ments of the Lord or act contrary to them. Such is the 
meaning. Of these, the divine destiny has been told at 
length. For the purpose of working out their destiny in 
accordance with the mode of conduct, the creation of the 
godly, viz., of those devoted to My commandments, 
occurs; that mode of conduct, composed of 
Karma-jnana-and-Bhakti-Yogas has been described at 
length. To follow what conduct leads to the creation of 
demons—listen about that conduct. 


xT ftcrfrl W '5HT *T ie^rcjtl: I 
#Ef || 7 || 

7. The demoniac men know neither action nor renuncia¬ 
tion. Cleanliness is not in them, nor even right conduct,nor 
truth. 


H'jfrtxrPi^Rixr «W^+> | 



•T XT 31NK:, IStwftui IPSt, 


(^SK^RR:*) ?fc| 
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The demoniac men do not know the ‘path of action and 
renunciation,’ viz., the Vedic Dharma that leads to pros¬ 
perity and final release. ‘Cleanliness’ is the competence for 
performing Vedic rites as established in the Sastras. That 
‘cleanliness’, be it external or internal, is alien to the 
demoniac. Nor ‘right conduct,’ viz., that right conduct such 
as twilight prayers (Sandhya-vandana) etc., by means of 
which this internal and external cleanliness arises—even 
that right conduct is alien to them. For it is declared in: ‘He 
who does not perform twilight prayers, is always unholy 
and is unfit for any rites’ (Daksha Sm., 2.23). Likewise, ‘truth’ is 
not found among them, viz., that truthful speech, which is 
conducive to the welfare of beings and which is in accor¬ 
dance with one’s actual knowledge, does not characterise 
them. 

— 

Moreover: 

II 8 II 

8. They maintain: ‘The universe is without truth, without 
any foundation and without a Lord (Isvara). What else can 
exist without mutual causation? It has lust for its cause.’ 


ww5ui iwtr foftr nft i 

(foojo RhRvs) #| 

ayfaii: twr ^ w q^t | 

si? *rt: (H<0 

I 3I«T: II < || 
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They maintain that the universe is ‘without truth,’ viz., 
they do not accept that this universe, which is the effect of 
Brahman denoted by the term Satya, has Brahman for its 
Self. They contend that it is bereft of any ‘foundation,’ viz., 
they do not accept that it has Brahman for its foundation. 
Brahman as Ananta supports the earth and bears all the 
worlds, as declared in ‘This earth, sustained upon the head 
of this great serpent, supports in its turn, this garland of 
worlds, along with their men, demons and gods’ (V.P., 
2.5.27). They say that it is ‘without a Lord,’ viz., they don’t 
accept that this universe is controlled by Me, the Lord of 
all, the Supreme Brahman , whose will is always true. It has 
been already averred: ‘I am the origin of all; from Me pro¬ 
ceed everything’ (10.8). And they also contend thus: ‘What 
else can exist without mutual causation?’ i.e., except by the 
union of the male and the female among men, beasts etc. 
What else exists apart from this nature? The meaning is 
that nothing else is seen. Therefore the entire world is 
rooted in sexual lust. 





: mW || 9 II 


9. Holding this view, these men of lost souls and feeble 
understanding do cruel deeds for the destruction of the 
world. 


sraessat, rbpir:, aig g^ i faRxhMiM :, 
31KW «T a mawfl , 

tetWfpkoi: | 1^*1:, 3PH: otrt srqsifer || R. || 

Holding this view, viz., supporting this view, these men 
of lost souls do not realise that the self is different from the 
body. They are of ‘feeble understanding,’ they lack the dis¬ 
cernment that the self is to be known as different from the 
body, because of Its being the knower in the body which is 
an object of knowledge such as jars etc. These are of ‘cruel 
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deeds’ viz., they do much harm to everybody; they are born 
to bring ruin to the world. 





M 10 II 


10. Turning to insatiable desires, seizing through delusion 
unjustly acquired wealth, and following impious vows, they 
act, full of ostentation, pride and arrogance. 


:3PWWH<lp4dl: !W*M H \o II 

Turning to ‘insatiable desires,’ viz., which concern 
objects impossible to get; seizing through ‘delusion,’ viz., 
through ignorance that such desires can be fulfilled only 
with ‘unjustly acquired wealth,’ viz., with wealth unlawfully 
hoarded, and following impious vows, viz., associated with 
the vows prohibited in the Sastras; they do actions ‘that are 
full of ostentation, pride and arrogance.’ 


Q^mRIcI ftfefcTT: II 11 II 

11. Obsessed by unlimited cares which end with dissolution, 
looking upon enjoyment of desires as their highest aim, and 
convinced that this is all; 


si?r agf gr Jjsfo: f?FTiT ^ srofcsdar Hcwtwi 





iS^J^RT: | vniqcyffcl Pi&cil:, ??T: StfSpR: *t Rktrl ffit 


II U II 

Those who are sure to die today or tomorrow' ‘obsess 
themselves with cares’ in regard to objects the attainment 
of which is not possible even by the time of death. 
Likewise, they look upon ‘enjoyment of desires’ as their 
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highest aim, viz., they regard the satisfaction of sensual 
enjoyments as the highest aim of human life. They are con¬ 
vinced that this is all, viz., they are assured that there is no 
value in human life greater than this. 


|| 12 II 

12. Bound by hundreds of fetters of hopes, given over to 
desire and anger, they strive unjustly to gather wealth for 
the gratification of their desires. 

3irenm*«ir): sfiwaMwwuif: | 

They are ‘bound by hundreds of fetters of hope,’ viz., 
bound by hundreds of fetters in the form of hope. They are 
given over to ‘desire and anger,’ viz., they are intent solely 
on desire and anger. To satisfy their sensual desires, they 
endeavour for wealth through immoral means. 

I gRtfaq; || 13 ll 

13. ‘This I have gained today, and this desire I shall attain. 
This wealth is mine, and this also shall be mine hereafter. 


st ^ $ 3#T, ^3#rjT: if 

JJrHIW^T 'Mfa'-Mfd || U II 

This land, sons etc., have I gained solely by my ability 
and not by the help of any higher force. I shall attain this 
desire also by myself and not by good fortune or any other 
means. This wealth, gained solely by my ability, is with me. 
And this also shall be mine through my own ability. 
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3]# wn ^cT: WTCWfa | 

fesrst II 14 li 

14. ‘This enemy is slain by me; and others also I shall slay. 
1 am the Lord, 1 am the enjoyer, I am successful, I have 
strength, I have happiness. 

3# *WT SfcWd! 1ST. 1 ^ #^1 

cwr^fw: ^ 3^133 £*irit I 

H 3 I?Htf^fvT: 1 fog: -^T: feg: 1 

<wr m ^?r m h# 11 w 11 

This enemy has been slain by me, powerful as I am. I 
shall slay other enemies also—I who am heroic and valiant. 
What is the use of the conception of destiny, which is only 
an imagination of weak people of little understanding? 

Similarly: 

I am ‘the lord,’ viz., I am independent, and I am also the 
ruler of others. I am the ‘enjoyer,’ viz., I am the enjoyer 
through my own powers, and not through good fortune etc. 
I am ‘successful,’ viz., I am successful by myself and not 
through any destiny etc. Likewise, I am strong and happy 
by myself. 



|| 15 II 

15. ‘I am wealthy and high-born; who else is equal to me? I 
shall sacrifice, I shall give alms, I shall rejoice.’ Thus they 
think, deluded byignorance. 


^ 3(M: 3lf^T, >(.d ytjd: 3lf^T | 

7K5T3): 3W: Hdl 3Ig ^ 
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ifrT aW^wHtrll: 



ffit 3TstwR|lit%tT || ^ || 


‘I am rich by myself. Who else is there in this world like 
me gaining all glory with his own ability? I myself shall sac¬ 
rifice, I shall give alms and 1 shall rejoice’—thus they think 
deluded by ignorance, viz., deluded by ignorance that they 
are themselves capable of offering sacrifices, gifts etc., 
unaided by the grace of God. 


5RT35T: +W4A5 II 16 || 

16. Bewildered by many thoughts, ensnared by the net of 
delusion, addicted to sensual enjoyments, they fall into a 
foul Naraka. 


' 03 <ptr 

^ Tt fqbl # 3^f%Tf^WRtr:—3FRRf%rRTOT f%BRrtT:; 

:; riihhI'I'J tMT:; ipT: 

II 1% II 


As they do not accept the need for the help of past 
Karma and the Lord for their achievements and believe 
them to be only due to their own efforts, they are ‘bewil¬ 
dered’ by many thoughts, ‘Thus I shall do, this I shall 
accomplish, and still another I shall achieve.’ In this way 
they are ensnared by the net of delusion. Highly addicted to 
sensual enjoyments, they die in the middle of such enjoy¬ 
ments and fall into foul Naraka [Naraka is sometimes trans¬ 
lated as hell. This is the Christian conception. In the Hindu 
view it is purgatory where through intense sufferings the 
Jiva is purged of sins]. 


qSRfr || 17 II 
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17. Self-conceited, self-sufficient, possessed of the intoxica¬ 
tion of wealth and pride, they perform sacrifices in name 
only, with ostentation and not according to the injunctions of 
the Sastras. 


V&Ql: iHWMl 5SJIJ ? 

^ : qST 

STOWSBWl'jfl : #: cTrf 3lfa ^FT 

ii ^3 || 

They are held in 'high esteem by themselves'; the mean¬ 
ing is they are full of the sense of self-esteem. They feel 
self-sufficient, viz., regarding themselves as perfect, they 
do nothing. How? They are ‘possessed of the intoxication 
of wealth and pride,’ viz., they are intoxicated by wealth 
and pride of wealth, learning and descent. They perform 
‘sacrifices in name only,’ viz., they perform sacrifices for 
the fame of it, the purpose being gaining fame as the perfor¬ 
mers of sacrifice. These are performed for ostentation 
actuated with the motive of becoming famous as the perfor¬ 
mers of sacrifices and not in accordance with the proper 
rules of the Sastras, viz., without regard to any command¬ 
ment. 


Sri Krsna says that they perform sacrifices in the follow¬ 
ing manner: 


sFfci XT | 

II 18 II 

18. Depending on their egoism, power and pride, and also 
of desire and wrath, these malicious tnen hate Me in their 
own bodies and in those of others. 


G 33 
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sslftr # a^fi^snfifcft:, 

"i^, 3131 iicj^resil 3 'tife<^3lRrl ’ ’55^, 

JW «w*wl^U| fl4 4>1<4H., 'W 3<Pl««6iRMl: 3 T^?-mR^ 

^Plwilfil’ ^ 3513*1, v.3I*y 3%ir: ^^4, ^ 313^13 

4 >kR) 3 k ^?# 3 »t *tr; $jjfofa : nf^af ^Nq; 

nm; 3)^HI., 31^Klfi*r^ ^fa3t:, WIlfiH ftywid 3^3 
l?wf: II \< II 

They depend on their egoism in the form of ‘I can do 
everything without the help of anyone’; likewise, in per¬ 
forming everything they depend on their power, ‘My power 
is sufficient’; hence pride takes the following form, ‘There 
is nobody like myself. Desire takes the form of, ‘Because I 
am so, everything is fulfilled by my mere desire.’ ‘Wrath’ 
consists in conceiving, i shall slay those who cause evil to 
me.' Thus, depending on themselves, they evince malice 
towards Me, the Supreme Person abiding in their own 
bodies as well as in the bodies of others; and they hate Me. 
They endeavour to invent fallacious arguments against My 
existence, and being unable to tolerate Me, they perform 
all acts like sacrifices etc., depending only on their egoism. 

cTHt fi^cT | 

qtfoj || 19 II 

19. Those haters, cruel, the vilest and the most inauspicious 
of mankind, I hurl forever into the cycles of births and 
deaths, into the wombs of demons. 

3 ^ flf fj&Pl 3 Ff 3 RJMF 1 3 t^[ 3*33 33^ 

uRy<Uti^ 33 3#t OTgffa; 3 IR 15 fjfltnfh 1 

crsr 331^ 1 

3 T^p 33 WfaWlfit || || 

Those who hate Me in this manner, I hurl them, the 
cruel, inauspicious and the vilest of mankind into the cycle 
of births and deaths for ever, viz., old age, death etc., 
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revolving again and again, and even there into demoniac 
wombs. I hurl them into births, antagonistic to any friendli¬ 
ness towards Me. The meaning is that I shall connect them 
to cruel minds as would impel them to actions which lead 
them to the attainment of cursed births. 

cf?Tt u 20 ll 

20. Fallen into demoniac wombs in birth after birth, these 
deluded men, not attaining Me, further sink down to the 
lowest level, O Arjuna. 


vjWPi 4^1 «OlU$kislMI : 
^ # PHH 3UJTUIHH: WT: 

I rfrT illPd || || 


‘These deluded men,' viz., those entertaining perverse 
knowledge about Me, attain repeatedly births that tend 
them to be antagonistic to Me. Never ‘attaining Me,' viz., 
never arriving at the knowledge that Vasudeva. the Lord 
and the ruler of all, truly exists, they go farther and farther 
down, from that birth, to the lowest level. 


at^t WrtHRtw an?— 

Sri Krsna proceeds to explain the root-cause of the ruin 
to the self of demoniac nature: 

3RRT: shN-LdyII 21 II 

21. Desire, wrath and greed—this is the triple gateway to 
Naraka, ruinous to the self. Therefore one should abandon 
these three. 

WI?[ fofsivi SI'M rfc^ ^ 3 )(c*h 1 "ibMH.; '-MH; 
}P|Vt: ^bi | I 3R JtPlf I cK-Ht<t 
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q &q&f H ^ ii 

Those three which constitute the ‘gateway of this hell’ in 
the shape of demoniac nature, and are destructive of the 
self (Atman)—are known as desire, wrath and greed. The 
nature of these has already been explained. ‘Gateway’ 
(Dvara) means the path, the cause. Therefore, one should 
renounce these three. Therefore, since they constitute the 
cause of the extremely dreadful Naraka,one should wholly 
renounce this triad—desire, wrath and greed. 


m it 22 11 

22. One who has been released from these threefold gates of 
darkness, O Arjuna, works for the good of the self. Hence he 
reaches the supreme state. 


cRTt W ^ II W II 

One who has been ‘released from these three’—from 
desire, wrath and greed which constitute the gates of dark¬ 
ness causing erroneous knowledge of Myself—, he works 
for the good of the self. Gaining knowledge of Myself, he 
endeavours to be inclined towards Me. From there, he 
attains the supreme goal, which is Myself. 

5 I I 3 I HW : 3R3T HW1 SWR^J: ^ snf— 

Sri Krsna now teaches that the main cause of this kind of 
degeneration is lack of reverence for the Sastras: 


5T qtf II 23 II 
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23. He who, abandoning the injunctions of the Sastras, acts 
under the influence of desire, attains neither perfection nor 
pleasure, nor the supreme state. 

w 3: ehm i # 

| ? tpt fr%Kq;3ifo | 3 wofcinj jer: wo ffigra t fo 

wi- II n II 

Here Sastra means Vedas. Vidhi stands for injunction. 
He who abandons My injunction called Vedas and acts 
under the influence of desire, viz., takes the path according 
to his own wishes, does not attain perfection, He does not 
reach any Siddhi in the next world, nor does he find the 
slightest happiness in this world, let alone the attainment of. 
the supreme state. It is not possible for him to do so. Such is 
the meaning. 

d’WbesSkM IPm % I 

W31 SIRmEWmIyK twf || 24 II 

24. Therefore, let the Sastra be your authority for deter¬ 
mining what should be done and what should not be done. 
Knowing what is enjoined in the injunctions of the Sastra, 
you should perform work here. 

3^ 03 33t 

3 3wwiyw(»ri; 3?^ ^iraftvpRltfi 33t 3 nitor 333^ 

3^ 3*131^3 3c^03 30131^^ ai^t || || 

Hence, the Sastra is to be the only authority for you in 
determining what should be done and what should not be 
done, viz., in deciding what ought to be accepted and what 
ought not be accepted. You should know, i.e., understand, 
neither more nor less than what constitutes the truth and 
the work enjoined in the injunctions of the Sastras which 
the Highest Reality called the Supreme Person revealed in 
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the Vedas. The Vedic injunctions are supplemented by the 
Dharma-sastras, the Itihasas and the Puranas. The acts 
enjoined by them are the means for reaching Him and for 
pleasing Him. You should perform them; you should 
accept them alone. 



Chapter 17 

The Three Aspects of Faith 


yiUJd-HsIH ddJMJMWgllH ^ 33^1 

fcJFffcf STRJS^T 3IW ^ T^ : 

^ 3sei% i 

?pr amifei&f&Rq 3*aH^ atsrrafeflet srarcigifc wn# 


It was said in the chapter expounding the division into 
the two classes of gods and of demons that the attainment 
of the knowledge of the Reality and the knowledge of the 
means of that attainment have their roots only in the 
Vedas. Now it will be shown (1) that whatever is not 
enjoined by the Sastras is fruitless, being of the nature of 
the demoniac, and (2) that works enjoined in the Sastras 
are of three kinds according to the Gunas. The definition of 
what is established in the Sastras will also 6e given. 


Arjuna, not knowing the fruitlessness of works not 
enjoined in the Sastras, questions with a desire to know the 
different kinds of fruits in terms of Sattva and other Gunas, 
issuing from the sacrifices etc., that are not enjoined in the 
Sastras, but done with faith: 


3F^T 

ftgT 3 fOTT ^cW: || 1 || 

Arjuna said: 

1. Now what, O K^$na, is the position or basis of those who 
leave aside the injunction of the Sastra, yet worship with 
faith? Is it Sattva, Rajas or Tamas? 
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y-*MiP4di' **3Rt ttar #isr 4T ? 3n# R«kf 

5ST: ? 3WW:? 

fiterf^ ., f5M^:, Softer 

fogrsafa? f%gr?mfa? II * It 

Those who, ‘filled with faith but laying aside the injunc¬ 
tions of the Sastras,’ engage themselves in sacrifices etc., 
what is their ‘position or basis’? Is it Sattva, Rajas or 
Tamas? Nistha means Sthiti. What is called Sthiti is that 
state in which one abides, has one’s position or basis. Do 
they abide in Sattva, in Rajas or in Tamas? Such is the 
meaning of the question. 

W <*^+*4 Tt Wife: 

4ll*ft4K4H.<44Mi^: JjJJET: : ^WT<tra^3tT?— 

Thus questioned, the Lord, for affirming the futility of 
faith and of sacrifices not enjoined in the Sastras, and in 
order to show that the triple division in accordance with the 
Gunas refers only to sacrifices etc., enjoined in the Sas¬ 
tras—expounds here the threefold nature of faith enjoined 
in the Sastras: 

SJ3JT ^«ti <RT | 

cTO# clt ^ || 2 || 

The Lord said: 

2. Threefold is the faith of embodied beings, born of their 
own nature, constituted of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. Listen 
now about it. 


ijftHr ’SRI '“RfcT; —?gwsr: WWlVJRJJTt W*:, 

03 ?^' 5^rt i «iiwi ?f%- ^star^r atiawitf: 

jj»nw4u: I 
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SIMftWfuri <WU|(^HHftU *Wf: 

*i!W^»Jitar: <+re««yt jynT:, l 

m-. tpr van rraft aroft ^ #r i m, ?nr war ^ i *tr 

%WT HrWHTSI T H ^ # W>J: || ^ II 

‘Threefold is the faith among all’ embodied beings. And 
it arises from their ‘inborn nature.’ What is called Svabhava 
is the state unique to one’s own nature. It is the special taste 
or predilection caused by previous subtle impressions, 
‘Vasanas’. To whatever one’s predilection is directed, there 
faith is born in respect of it. For ‘faith’ is zeal or eagerness 
about any means in the belief that it is the way of action to 
achieve one’s own desired object. Vasana (subtle impres¬ 
sion), Ruci (taste) and Sraddha (faith) are the qualities of 
the self born from its association with the Gunas. The 
Sattva and the other Gunas are the qualities of the body, 
the senses, the internal organs and sense-objects. They 
bring about their qualities in the self associated with them. 
These are the Vasanas. These Gunas can be described only 
by their effects. These (i.e., Vasanas etc.) originate from 
experiences'with the body etc., having origination in Sattva 
and other Gunas. Thus faith is threefold as marked by 
Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. Listen about this faith. 

'HtMI^MI SF5T *13% | 

^ ^ II 3 II 

3. The faith of everyone, O Arjuna, is in accordance with 
his internal organ (Antafykarapa). Man consists of faith. 
Whatever his faith is, that verily is he. 

3RT:«r<jih, gww srar^un^Mi ^sr ^t^ricT; wrrsRPr 
hQjwi war *im?t I 

SRSfoltf: l 

3fprgw:, WaTOt: WdluRtiJW:; VI: gwtW33T 

gat:, tr <?r *r: *r i gonsR^q^ waiga>: %( 

gwwvikt*4W{a>.>wRl^sranroH:IM II 
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‘Sattva’ means internal organ (i.e., mind). The faith 
of everyone is according to his internal organ.The meaning 
is that with whatever Guna his internal organ is conjoined, 
one’s faith corresponds to that Guna (i.e., Guna as object). 
The term Sattva covers here body, senses etc., already 
mentioned. Man consists of faith, viz., is the product of his 
faith. Of whatever faith he is, viz., with whatever faith a 
man is possessed, that verily he is; he is a transformation of 
faith of that nature. The purport is this: If the person is 
associated with faith in auspicious acts he becomes 
associated with fruit of these auspicious acts. Con¬ 
sequently, attainment chiefly follows one’s faith. 


(otcjuilpv- 

Sri Krsna further explains the same subject: 


&n*^FJIWF$ 3WT: || 4 || 

4. The Sattvika types worship the gods. The Rajasa types 
worship Yak$as and Rakgasas. And the others, the Tamasa 
types, worship the departed ancestors and hosts of Bhutas. 

Wrspjny^i: stasr gw ^ 

1 cTTRRFrr: 7RT: ^cTR[ | 

wri- ii « il 

’Those who have abundance of Sattva quality and are 
conjoined with Sattvika faith worship the gods. The mean¬ 
ing is this: The faith in the worship (sacrifice) of the gods 
which causes supreme joy unmixed with pain is of Sattvika 
nature. The Rajasika types worship Yaksas and Raksasas. 
And the others, i.e., the Tamasika types, worship the 
departed ancestors-and hosts of Bhutas. The faith born of 
Rajas brings about limited ioy mixed with pain, while the 
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faith bom of Tamas gives rise to extremely limited joy 
which verges almost on pain. 


SfSPp&l yict: »+wS^>f:| 

# lit — 

Therefore, there is difference in fruits according to the 
Gunas regarding sacrifices etc., which are enjoined in the 
Sastras and associated with faith. However, no happiness 
whatsoever will result from penances, sacrifices etc., not 
enjoined in the Sastras and therefore antagonistic to My 
commandment. On the contrary, calamity results from 
them. Sri Krsna proceeds to explain this more fully. 


vti ^ cTOt *RT: I 





II 5 II 


5. Those men who practise terrible austerity not enjoined 
by the Sastras, given to ostentation and conceit, and promp¬ 
ted by the force of sensual desires and passion; 


m II 6 II 

6. These foolish men, torturing the group of elements in 
their bodies and Me also who dwell within the body—know 
them to be demoniacal in their resolves. 


■jgdWK T Wllfe* % % tRISgPSigHST: <WWM3>Tfeai: rifftw 

arcpnr ai^r % *ki§ii^ImCIcW>iRoi:; 

* feSRt I aifr 5 3H«fen% # 

(^1^) II S-*, II 
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‘Those men who perform terrible penances not enjoined 
by the Sastras’—this is illustrative of sacrifices etc., of a 
similar nature. Those who perform sacrifices, etc., sac¬ 
rifices which are not enjoined by the Sastras and demand 
much exertion, those who are possessed of ‘ostentation and 
conceit and are goaded by sensual desire, attachment and 
passion’—they torture the group of elements such as earth 
etc., in their bodies. They also torture the individual self 
which is a part of Myself and is within their bodies. Those 
who perform such sacrifices etc., know them to be 
demoniacal in their resolves. The resolve of demons is 
demoniac resolve. The demons are those who act contrary 
to My commandments. Since they act contrary to My com¬ 
mandments, they do not have even an iota of joy, but as 
stated earlier, they fall a prey to a jnultitude of calamities. 
‘They fall into a foul Naraka’ (16.16). 


awygKHu.M sift 

wsnliffi :, I (gro^his) 

3ffiliK 5pft (STo^R^R) 

Now, Sri Krsna, resuming the subject, details the differ¬ 
ences according to the Gunas with reference to sacrifice, 
etc., enjoined by the Sastras. To begin with, he describes 
three kinds of food, since the growth of Sattva etc., has its 
source in food, as Srutis declare thus: ‘For. my dear, the 
mind consists of food’ (Cha.U., 6.5.4) and ‘when the food 
is pure, the man becomes pure’ (Cha.U., 7.26.2). 


auffigaft Nr ijfa: i 

itelM ^3 ll 7 II 

7. Even the food which is dear to all is threefold. So are 
sacrifices, austerity and gifts. Listen about this distinction 
among them. 
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3TTfR: ^'4^1 yif&MI'rHrM f&tf | rWPI3 

W- , <WT c# 3FT ^ | ^ w >$$— ^U^3«^K«gkWlc}Rwi 

^ II ^ || 


Even the food which is dear to the host of all beings is of 
three kinds because of the association of the three Gunas 
consisting of Sattva etc. Similarly, sacrifices also are of 
three kinds. So too austerity and charity. Listen about this 
distinction, which is being described, about foods, sac¬ 
rifices, austerities and gifts according to differences of 
Sattva etc. 


ism-. f^TOT: f^rcr fsjr 3n*?Rr: 

WfrMchEtol: || 8 II 

8. Foods which promote longevity, intellectual alertness, 
strength, health, pleasure and happiness and those that are 
sweet, oily, substantial and agreeable, are dear to Sattvika 
men. 


5*: 3# SfcfeSni: | WelH, 3HT:«fcVWt, 3F?T:cMVI<«4 

3=sq%| (^Vl^) # -U-H-W 

<WT : Stfiffelefcfctr:, <jtg£lr4) : 3 ^ Rh4hI '. | UR'JIW'WA 

cwr sSllthtJii:; 

t^tr: ^tr: ^RURMnW:, f3T: 

U^f^tT: ■H-rWUl C£*fW ItPtT: II ^ II 

To a man endowed with Sattva, foods preponderating in 
Sattva become dear. The foods preponderating in Sattva 
promote longevity. Again they promote intellectual alert¬ 
ness. ‘Sattva’, means internal organ, viz., knowledge which 
is the effect of the internal organ is here meant by the term 
Sattva. Fdr the Sattva is the cause of growth of knowledge, 
as declared in: ‘From Sattva arises knowledge’ (14.17). 
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Even as the food preponderant in Sattva is the cause of the 
growth of knowledge, likewise, they promote strength and 
health; they also promote pleasure and happiness. At the 
time of assimilation they, by themselves, promote happi¬ 
ness, viz., by the performance of actions which cause happi¬ 
ness. They are sweet, viz., abundant in sweet juices. They 
are mixed with oil, viz., wholly oily. They are substantial, 
viz., they originate substantial effects. They are agreeable 
viz., they appear to the eye in beautiful forms. Food of 
this kind, full of Sattva-guna, is dear to the person 
characterised by Sattva. 







: II 9 II 


9. Foods that are bitter, sour, very salty, exceedingly heat¬ 
ing, very pungent, dry and burning, are all dear to Rajasika 
men; they produce pain, sorrow and disease. 


'*5Wi: 3fl55K*tt: «yuiW.I: 3MJWII: 3TRfc¥l3*JIT: ^ 

ffitwh n: ^orr:, 

34IHK1 

The foods that are bitter, sour, very salty, over-hot, very 
pungent, dry and burning, are those that have the taste 
(Rasa) of bitterness and sourness, that are inordinately 
salty, hot, pungent, and that are dry and burning. Pungent 
foods are those which are unsuitable and difficult to be 
taken by others because of their being very cold, very hot 
etc. Dry things are those which cause the feeling of dryness 
in the eater. Burning foods are those which cause burning 
sensation. Foods of this kind are relished by men of Rajasik 
nature. They promote pain, sorrow and disease. 


: grfozT irteH dumfifcm n 10 II 
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10. That food which is stale, tasteless, putrid, decayed, 
refuse, unclean, is dear to Tamasika men. 

waiRtorUi WRKwyn, 3f%gjjaffi^wT: at^ awg n ln , 

WslRlKH. S^ : ', <*3^ rWttpi ^3fFT cTO#RT | 

gw cw# ai# i^f5r ; *Rgfg^ q^ 

#*t: II II 

Stale (Yatayamam) means that food which has lost its 
original state, being kept for a long time. Tasteless 
(Gatarasam) means that which has lost its natural taste. 
Putrid (Puti) means emitting a bad smell. Decayed 
(Paryusitam) means acquiring a rancidity by lapse of time. 
Refuse (Ucchistam) means the food that has remained over 
after being partaken by persons other than Gurus, etc. 
Unclean (Amedhyam) is that which is not fit for offering in 
sacrifice or worship. The meaning is that, being unfit for 
offering in worship, they cannot become the sacrificial 
remainder. Foods of this kind which promote the growth of 
Tamas are dear to those who are characterised by Tamas. 
Food (Bhojana) means that which is eaten. Tamasik food 
promotes further increase of Tamas. Hence, those persons 
who care for their own welfare by the growth of Sattva, 
should eat food characterised by Sattva. 

SlMwil'hl IctfSlSSl' $5*1% | 

qnsoyitefa jh: wmm ^ hi(tM+: ii n li 

11. The sacrifice (worship) marked by Sattva is what is 
offered by those desiring no fruit, and having the conviction 
that it should be performed as enjoined in the Sastras. 


^ewswlvjHcWr qBSSfJ^ JW: tfWWPT qf zjff H 

Ulfr'W: || \\ II 
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That sacrifice is marked by Sattva which is offered by 
those desiring no fruits, with the ‘conviction’, i.e., with the 
idea that it ought to be performed or that it should be 
offered for its own sake as worship of the Lord as enjoined 
in the injunctions of the Sastras, i.e., with hymns, right 
materials and proper rituals. 

SRcfsite cf w || 12 || 

12. But that sacrifice which is offered with the fruit in view 
and for the sake of ostentation, know it, O Arjuna, to be 
Rajasika. 


fafe II n II 

That sacrifice, performed to gain fruits, full of ostenta¬ 
tion and with fame as its aim, know that sacrifice to be 
characterised by Rajas. 

gPRT \\ 13 II 

13. That sacrifice which is bereft of authority, which uses 
offerings not sanctioned by the &astras, which is performed 
without recitation of hymns and bereft of gifts and 
faith—that, they say, is marked by Tamas. 


r\f>. Ci • _ f\Pv ft ! , p\r\rsf^ . ..a ,f\ , r\ ft 

MI>M§h TcfWwhfc: 5J|^M: ^kl 

| aral^asppfi bwH-h s w i fadfei ^ rimn 

'ifaKfr II « II 

They say that sacrifice is Tamasa, which is bereft of the 
authority of injunction of Brahmanas of learning and good 
conduct as ‘Do this sacrifice’; which is ‘Asrstanna’ viz., 
which uses offerings (materials) not sanctioned by the 5>as- 
tras; which is performed without recitation of hymns; and 
which is bereft of gifts and faith. 
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Wr«4 ^Kkcnopilfr: 

3TTf— 

Now, to explain the threefold division of austerities 
according to their source in the Gunas, Sri Krsna describes 
their differences in respect of the body, speech and mind: 

S^TSPShR^I ^ Wt Ir&ti II 14 ll 

14. Worship of the gods, the twice-born, the preceptors, 
the enlightened ones, purity, uprightness, continence and 
non-injury, these are called austerity of the body. 


#3" cfof'HMlR'Wi,. OT# SWleUSOH 3IlfUifdH 
5t5T^ 315Jtfal»ftgr, cTC 

11 W II 

The worship of the gods, the twice-born, preceptors and 
enlightened ones; purity, viz., by ablutions in sacred water; 
uprightness, viz., bodily action in accordance with the 
mind; continence, viz., absence of looking at women etc., 
considering them as objects of pleasure; non-injury, viz., 
not hurting any being—these constitute the austerity of the 
body. 

3T*J^T3t^ «H«W ferf^cT *1^ I 

II 15 II 

15. Speech that causes no shock (hurt and fear etc.) and 
which is true, pleasant and beneficial, and also the practice 
of recitation of the scriptures are called the austerity of 
speech. 

3^ 11 V*, II , 

Verbal austerity consists in using words that do not 
hurt others, are true, are pleasing and are beneficial. It 
also involves studying scriptural texts. 
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TRJ m$: | 

^W^feR^d-dMi TfFiWgsti II 16 || 

16. Serenity of mind, benevolence, silence, self-control, 
purity of mind—these are called austerity of the mind. 


—JPRT: afonfef|a?gH, #^*FRT: 

XFTOT 

Serenity of mind, viz., absence of wrath etc., practice of 
benevolence, viz., the direction of the mind for the good of 
others, silence, viz., control of speech by the mind; 
self-control, viz., focusing the activity of the mind on the 
object of contemplation; purity of mind, viz., absence of 
thought about subjects other than the self—these constitute 
the austerity of the mind. 


wn m <m<w(3rioW i 

II 17 II 

17. The threefold austerity, practised with supreme faith by 
men who desire no fruit and are devoted—they call it auster¬ 
ity of Sattva. 

^ qtqr n ^ n 

The' threefold austerity practised with supreme faith 
through the body, speech and mind by men who have 
no thoughts of any reward and who are devoted, viz., 
are" imbued with the thought that it is the worship of 
the Supreme Person, they call such austerity as Sattvika. 


<Hc<hlWR4^ml cWt ^ | 

Qxtcl ctR^ Qtrfi 11 18 II 
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18. That austerity, practised with ostentation for the sake of 
gaining respect, praise and reverence, is here said to be 
Rajasa. It is unsteady and impermanent. 


sasraT mrcn, wsswofa: 

^ |jir ^?ft: tot itM;; 

Mid *44-1 

|| ^ || 


‘Respect’ means recognition by others. ‘Praise’ means 
verbal adulation. ‘Reverence’ means corporeal actions such 
as prostration etc. That austerity, practised with expecta¬ 
tion of rewards like respect, etc., mentioned above—it is 
here said to be Rajasa. It is unsteady and impermanent, 
because of the temporary nature of its rewards like heaven 
etc.; ‘unsteadiness’ is the result of the fear of falling. ‘Im¬ 
permanent’ means the tendency to perish. 


IsK<4cl cfCT: | 

31 drlWM^Niel^ I! 19 II 

19. That austerity which is practised from deluded notions 
by means of self-torture or in order to injure another is said 
to be Tamasika. 


JJjST:-gicld 34ICH-1: J$TT 

3tRWfts*n ^ TFT: f^TrC TOT ’3rTTt<fHl4' ^ ^ TFT: &U?t, ^ TTTOq; 
441'Cd^ || V*. II 

Deluded persons are those who lack correct understand¬ 
ing. That austerity which is practised from deluded notion, 
viz., from the obstinate determination by deluded persons, 
by self-torture regardless of one’s own capacity or which is 
performed for causing sufferings to others—that is said to 
be Tamasika. 

'Hlfel* || 20 II 
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20. Gifts given with the feeling, that it is one’s own duty to 
give to one who makes no return, at the proper place and 
time to the deserving person—that is said to be Sattvika. 

HwMfiwRnllci ^ 3HMd>iR&r 

Gifrq'h ^dH. II II 

Gifts given without thought of return of favours and with 
the feeling, ‘These gifts must be given,’ at the proper place 
and time to a worthy person who makes no return—such 
gifts are said to be Sattvika. 


dsflww^i*!^ n 21 || 

21. But that which is given as a consideration for something 
received or in expectation of future reward, or grudgingly, 
is called Rajasika gift. 



•M'Vii'i <£IhcI 


|| || 


That gift which is given grudgingly, viz., gift of useless 
things with a sly expectation of something in return that is 
said to be gift of Rajasa nature. 


|| 22 II 

22. That gift which is given at the wrong place and wrong 
time to unworthy recipients, without due respect and with 
contempt, is called the gift of Tamasa nature. 

^<f|i|£l, 3Rtr^T 3t3?iTcT 

del dlMd II ^ II 

That gift which is given to unworthy recipients at wrong 
place and time, without due respect, viz., without showing 
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such signs of respect as cleansing the feet; with contempt, 
viz., with disdain and without courtesy—that is said to be of 
Tamasa nature. 

*33 4rh: 1 tR^t 

yumwhVi c1c*?^S®^qq^iRTOr ^ 55§T01*{ — 

So far, the divisions due to differences of Gunas in 
respect of sacrifices, austerities and gifts as enjoined by the 
Vedas have been portrayed. Now is given the definition of 
Vedic sacrifices etc., according to their association with 
Pranava (i.e., the syllable Om), and as signified by the 
terms Tat and Sat. 


dlflUIR ^T f^T: q^T i; 23 II 

23. Om, Tat, Sat—thus Brahman is denoted by this 
threefold expression. Associated with these, Brahmanas, the 
Vedas and sacrifices were ordained in the past. 


' cKty-iciJ stsM: ^jn:, sl^|U|: vtsrf^r 1 

vjTstitl; 



I rlct^cf 


cRm&H : xT 4 <.i RRdi: 

qntrarn^ || ^ It 


Here Brahman means the Veda. It is the secondary 
meaning of the expression, especially of the ritualistic por¬ 
tion of the Veda. The three-fold expression Om Tat Sat is 
connected with the Brahman or the Veda. Sacrifices and 
similar rituals are prescribed in the Vedas. These expres¬ 
sions Om Tat Sat are used in these Vedic rites. The connec- 
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tion of Om is that it should be invariably used at the com¬ 
mencement of the recitation of Vedic hymns. The syllable 
Tat and Sat indicate that these rituals are worthy of honour. 
The Brahmanas are those who are to preserve Vedic study, 
as also the Vedas and the sacrificial rites ordained in them. 
All these were created by Me in the past. 

Sri Krsna elaborates in the next verses the nature of the 
connection of these syllables with the Vedic rituals, begin¬ 
ning first with Om. 


€l5T<RdM:&3lT: | 

ieMHirbl: s^euRrii*^ 11 24 || 

24. Therefore, the Veda-enjoined sacrificial acts, gifts and 
austerity by these expounders of the Veda, or those belong¬ 
ing to the first three stations are always and at all times 
begun after pronouncing Om at the beginning. 

3«*!0i4>w( t-ilrW: 

'3t|rp $(d win 1 ^ ^ xJdl&rH 3<KW|*rl 1 

U3 ^rt tf^Rr at w#tr <w5un^ *&’ # sraiRrof art0fet: 1 ^ 
aifa ailn’ sraiRRtII || 

After pronouncing Om, the Vedas are recited. Thus the 
connection of the syllable Om with the Vedas and the ritu¬ 
als enjoined in the Vedas such as sacrifices has been 
described. As the Vedas are connected with the word Om, 
all belonging to the thrde stations of life who memorise the 
Vedas and perform the rituals inculcated in them, are 
included in the expression, ‘expounders of the Vedas.’ 
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Now, He describes the manner by which the word Tat is 
connected with them: 

?H§MlPSr^tar:®»l|5& || 25 II 

25. Acts of sacrifice, of austerity and of various gifts are 
performed without aiming at reward by those who seek 
release, after pronouncing Tat. 


I 


'wr. 5Ft: 1% ^^SFTfWH.' (fa° w 

i 


y.y ci^3s^^ptrRtr 

2RK: | atfi - cTOif^vi%<3juwHi<^Bwi^ a ^ gsggww 

3TOT: || ^ II 


Whatever acts such as the study of the Vedas, sacrifices, 
austerities and gifts are done without aiming at results by 
those of the first three stations, seeking only final 
release—these are designated by the term Tat referring to 
the brahman, since they constitute the means for attain¬ 
ment of brahman. For it is well known that the term Tat sig¬ 
nifies brahman, as in the following passage: He is Sah, Vah, 
Kah, Kim, Yat, Tat, Padam, Anuttamam.’ (M.B., 
13.254.91). Thus, the study of the Vedas, sacrifices etc., 
which are the means of attaining release, have been stated; 
the connection of Tat has been also spoken of since the 
word Tat signifies them (i.e., the study of Vedas etc.). The 
connection of the term Tat with the three stations is shown 
because of their practising the study of the Vedas etc., in 
the way stated. 


aw 9si $r«ti«wjw>u qg? 55 % qreawyq ^(tIU+kh 3iif- 
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In order to show how the term Sat is connected with 
these, Sri Krsna shows the etymology of the term Sat, as it 
is prevalent in the world: 

crar ^sgs? : qitf 55 ^ II 26 II 

26. This'term Sat is used in the sense of existence and good¬ 
ness. And so also, O Arjuna, the word Sat is applied to an 
auspicious action. 

Wgl'l TT 

51^ ?B5qidr 

5^ y^rtfcl || || 

The word Sat is applied in Vedic and common usage, in 
respect of all contexts to express existence (Sadbhava) and 
auspiciousness (Sadhubhava). Similarly, in relation to any 
praiseworthy worldly act, viz., auspicious undertaking by 
someone, the word Sat is applied to express, ‘This is a good 
act.’ 


cTOfo 31% ^ | 

^ % cT^#t || 27 II 

27. Devotion to sacrifice, austerities and gifts is also called 
Sat; and so any act for such purposes is named Sat. 



313t 3R+MI sletfiH+Hr •msi unld I 45^ 

T: =5 ‘aif # 

: ^ ^ an|ttT ^asqr: II || 

Therefore, devotion of persons of the first three stations 
who follow the Vedas in respect of sacrifices, austerities 
and gifts is called Sat, since it is auspicious. So the Vedas, 
Vedic acts and the three stations, expressed by the term 
‘brahmana ,’ since they are characterised by their connec- 
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tion with the words ‘Om Tat Sat,’ are to be distinguished 
from what are not the Vedas and Vedic. 

qitf 5T ^ ^ || 28 II 

28. Whatever offering or gift is made, whatever austerity is 
practised and whatever action is performed without faith, 
that is called Asat, O Arjuna. It is naught here or hereafter. 

sawn I Jet:? 

^ <Mral£'6W ^ H & || 

Offerings etc., when performed without faith, are Asat 
(i.e., unreal, bereft of efficiency), although they might 
be what has been enjoined by the Sastras. Why so? 
Because it is naught here or hereafter; it will not lead 
to release nor to any desirable result in Samsara. 



sreicRTtsWTPT: 

Chapter 18 

Liberation through Renunciation 


•T ^ SB^T: mUHkAq yil SWMKW:, efsr 

iter , ift^RTtR ^ <wJ<+vrtlfi^(^Kt^d 

«<5k**T: ^ ^ ^nfr*+it^K^«WI vdrW|J 

3Prr li^aivwcrar ftKMb <wrwrwl: rurosr 4wi ^ 

**KrUH. WWfa fl4wSuri 

w«^*Bn(iiPteici*W)K: jFFrecr tfterenrgR^ ^mraf *rfrW>T # ojf 
<4l««r : tpwretetwflPl'jfaw ^SFFiQ^jfepro ^T 3H^T: 


In the preceding two chapters, the following topics were 
treated: (1). Vedic actions such as sacrifices, austerities, 
gifts etc., alone constitute the means for prosperity and 
final release. (2). The general characteristic of all Vedic 
acts is their connection with the Pranava (Om-kara). (3). 
Of these, there is a distinction made between the means for 
final release and the means for prosperity, since they are 
designated respectively by the terms Tat and Sat. (4). The 
means of liberation is acts that are free from the desire for 
fruits. (5). Their performance is possible by the prepon¬ 
derance of Sattva. (6). The increase of Sattva is effected by 
the use of Sattvika food. 

Then, in the 18th Chapter, the chapter now dealt with, 
these are further elucidated: (1). The identity between 
abnegation (Tyaga) and renunciation (Sannyasa) which are 
described as the means for liberation. (2). The nature of 
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abnegation (Tyaga). (3). Attributing the agency of all 
actions to the Lord, the ruler of all. (4). The necessity of 
Sattva Guna by an elaborate description of the feffects of 
Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. (5). The way by which the Sup¬ 
reme Person is attained through acts appropriate to one’s 
own station in life and constituting the worship of the Sup¬ 
reme Person. (6). Bhakti Yoga which is the essential teach¬ 
ing of the whole of the Glta-sastra. 

Arjuna first asks whether Tyaga and Sannyasa are diffe¬ 
rent or identical and what their nature is: 


jqprer ^ n 1 n 

Arjuna said: 

1- I desire to know the truth about renunciation (San¬ 
nyasa) and abnegation (Tyaga) severally, O Kf$na. 


^orr ^ 5T3RJT rHFl% ' (H?HTo <:|(V) 

^ ir (50 30 ^ ri ^) ^ ^ 

3cT H4>l4F037 rpFRjf, cRT 3PWt: | 

atfif ctPF*T fetni II * || 

Both Sannyasa and Tyaga as a means for release are 
enjoined in such Srutis: ‘Not by rituals, nor by progeny, nor 
by wealth but by Tyaga alone do some attain immortal¬ 
ity...’ (Ma.Na., 5.14). Ascertaining the truth about the 
Supreme Reality from a knowledge of Vedanta, and 
becoming purified in mind by the means of Sannyasa Yoga, 
these Yatis (ascetics), at the dissolution of their bodies, 
attain the Lord who is higher than the freed selves and 
become liberated from bondage’ (Man.U., 3.2.6). I want to 



544 


6rF RAMANUJA GfTA BHASYA 


[Ch. 18 


know separately the truth, viz., whether Tyaga and San¬ 
nyasa are synonymous or not. 

The import is this. Do these two terms Sannyasa and 
Tyaga have different meanings or do they signify the same 
thing? If they signify different things, I want to know their 
different natures. If they are synonymous, their identical 
nature should be elucidated. 





Then, in order to prove that the nature of both is identi¬ 
cal and that it is such and such, the Lord explains, showing 
the disagreements among some disputants: 


yngwwi Ni: n 2 ll 

The Lord said: 

2. The sages hold that Sannyasa is the giving up of all 
works which are motivated by desire. The wise declare 
Tyaga to be the abandonment of fruits of all works. 


i'iai'U: «N«4wi =h4iJil •WRT ^ f=T4$IW: 

m STRafel: r®TFT: ^ 

q9K5t cMI J l$l«4 31cT: «rMI»IWlW^!«?4t: 

glWrl 1 

rTOT sjj it cW rUFt 4TcT<-WM |’ ($c|tf) # c4l»l$l®^t WW 

tofewaRI^I 'torRW 3 TtoW: %lfRW •qfeWTOflTO: 

<#fill&l: ||' <*;CK3) ‘3ltoto toWfaffoI 44oM^l l P l H i &W? 

3 t-Rift-wi ^3 ir (^i^x) # 3#: njsnfer 

# tofoRt II 3 11 
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Some scholars understand that Sannyasa is complete 
relinquishment of desire-prompted acts. Some other wise 
men say that the meaning of the term Tyaga, according to 
the Sastras dealing with release, is relinquishment of the 
fruits not only of all desiderative (Kamya), but also of 
obligatory and occasional,duties. Here, the problem is, 
whether the Tyaga taught in the Sastras concern desidera¬ 
tive acts themselves, or fruits of all acts. Sri Krsna has used 
the terms Sannyasa in one place and Tyaga elsewhere. 
From this it is understood that Sri Krsna uses the terms 
Tyaga and Sannyasa as synonyms. 

Likewise, the decisive teaching is about Tyaga alone in 
the statement: ‘Hear My decision, O Arjun.a, about Tyaga’ 
(18.4). That the terms are synonymously used to denote the 
same sense, is conclusively established from such passages 
as: ‘But the renunciation (Sannyasa) of obligatory work is 
not proper. Abandonment (Tyaga) of it through delusion is 
declared to be Tamasika’ (18.7); and ‘To those who have 
not renounced the fruits of actions, threefold are the con¬ 
sequences after death—undesirable, desirable and mixed. 
But to those who -have renounced, none whatsoever’ 
(18.12). 


xntft II 3 II 

3. Some sages say that all actions should be given up as 
evil; others declare that works such as sacrifices, gifts and 
austerities should not be given up. 

jng: II 3 II 

Some sages, viz., the adherents of Kapila and those Vai- 
dikas who agree with his creed, contend that all acts such as 
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sacrifices etc., should be renounced by aspirants for 
release, as they bind even as desires and other similar 
defects tend to bind. Other learned men say that acts like 
sacrifices etc., should not be renounced. 


£ cf* eSTPt VR-aWW | 

c^FTt % SW&I&I: || 4 II 

4. Listen to My decision, O Arjuna, about abandonment; 
for abandonment (Tyaga) is declared to be of three kinds. 


era - 0^ c^TPt % UtT: I r!TPT: ^ 

f| tror 

:—'h& ^■-M<-Mi'^qicHx|rK-ii | PkiMhI 

f^TrT^H: 11' (313°) 

4»4d»«i *t ihcortii'i: | fl^hi^Fs^tTvpt^rar 

ft^ *R»Sftr WKfKii: qfouPT: ?hpt:; <*^ti 

3TR*R: ^fairdPT: 55PT: || V || 


Regarding contradictory versions on Tyaga among dis¬ 
putants, listen from Me My decision. Tyaga has been 
described by Me in respect of actions prescribed by the 
scriptures from three points of view: (1) as referring to 
fruits, (2) as referring to acts themselves and, (3) as refer¬ 
ring to agency. It is contained in the statement, ‘Surrender¬ 
ing all your actions to Me with a mind focussed on the self,’ 
and ‘Free from desire and selfishness and cured of 
fever—fight’ (3.30). The renunciation of fruits consists in 
the following manner. ‘Heaven and such other results aris¬ 
ing from acts do not belong to Me.’ Renunciation of acts is 
complete abandonment of the sense of possession in regard 
to one’s acts. This sense of possession is of the following 
nature: ‘Those acts are mine on account of their being the 
means for fruits which are to be mine.’ Renunciation refer¬ 
ring to agency is the renunciation of agency of oneself by 
ascribing the agency to the Lord of all. 
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IftWHcWSRlf q SRpftq ^ | 

5(A). The acts of sacrifice, gifts and austerities should not 
be relinquished; but should be performed... 


3# 5FT cPrefa M l cHlPl II 5 II 

5(B). ...For sacrifices, gifts and austerities are the means 
of purification for the wise. 

gg^nr * ommh,; atfa 3 smumm? 

iFRift | gg^ni wfc&ig $sfciw 

Acts such as sacrifices, gifts, austerities etc., enjoined in 
the Vedas should not be relinquished by the aspirant for 
release, but should be performed day after day until his 
death. 

Why? 

Acts like sacrifices, gifts and austerities associated with 
the different stations of life, are the means of purification 
for the wise., i.e., for those given to contemplation. Con¬ 
templation is worship. For the aspirants who perform such 
worship (Upasana) throughout their lives, they (sacrifices 
etc.) are a help to erase the previous Karmas which stand in 
the way of the fulfilment of such worship. 


qs fcq i flfi ft qref fifclcT II 6 II 

6. It is My decided and final view that even these acts 
should be done, O Arjuna, with relinquishment of attach¬ 
ment and the fruits thereof. 

usRWtfu.g^lft msRift, tpfr c#r 
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qrff&r 414 KivhhmiR)i y-s <w 5 f&i wnf T*#r ^ 04^131^ any^iuii^ 
3 mwPljtlfr gq^JTT #T W ^ II ^ II 

Since sacrifices, gifts, austerities etc., are the means for 
the purification of the wise, therefore, it is My decided and 
final view that they should be performed as a part of my 
worship until one’s death, renouncing attachment, viz., 
possessiveness towards actions and their fruits. 


^ *R|R1: 33f0Tt 'frl'KIcI I 

qfeiIPWrnTO : qftSlRfa ; II 7 II 
7. But the renunciation of obligatory acts is not 
proper.Abandonment of these through delusion is declared 
to be Tamasika. 


PwdW Plr^lilfrMvW *RTRT: 9JFFt * JWcl I 

^ rr sr ir Ok) 3ft 1 f| 

Pl«Sr&lHI $IMKt BVwft I r=M MlMl: ’ 

OR3) 3% awstRlwy^i^wiuiwd jr# vrafrt | 

‘3raIR•fe#CTIR': , mono ^ h IV) 3% 315PT % JFT 3flUJW& | 

I 1 (^o^o oR^R) # 

3f>lf 3tllWI*Jfld, siSl$tMW ^ cM4l ^ipit : OTR 1 % I 

SlHldJlRd: MRoMlO: cTOT: | cWbj<5: 

r*4i‘l: 3TO:, <W :'W<jIsil*WJ£ic^' i T <d(H'W d4l«j^>c«ff^| cwl 

'yHKHlI cTOt 4dd)5sftrcfo ^ ir (^Rvs) 3& 3R SrBRJ 31fIR 5 

HRf^dl^ftqCldsIW^I cWT ^ el$q&—‘3Wif qit^fcr ITT vpqfr cTOTftTI 
JTPMdTOft ||' () 3% | ^ frrq3iitfx l 4i l % : qgfor. 
rtimt ftqfldsiMJjgi 3 ?^: 11 \s || 

Obligatory acts consist of daily and occasional cere¬ 
monies like the five great sacrifices; their abandonment is 
not proper, for without actions even the sustenance of the 
body would be impossible, as already stated: ‘From 
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no-work, not even the body can be sustained’ (3.8). The 
sustenance of the body by eating the sacrificial remnants 
produces perfect knowledge. Otherwise, as declared in the 
statement, ‘But the sinful ones eat sin’ (3.13). The satisfac¬ 
tion that comes by eating food which is not the remnant of 
sacrifice and which is therefore of the form of sin, is produc¬ 
tive of erroneous knowledge in the blind. For, as declared 
in the Sruti, ‘The mind consists of food’ (Cha.U., 6.5.4), 
the mind is sustained by food. Also, there is the Sruti text, 
‘When the food is pure, the mind becomes pure; when the 
mind is pure, remembrance becomes firmly fixed; and 
when remembrance is acquired, there is release from all 
knots of the heart’ (Ibid., 7.26.2). It is therefore proved by 
the Sruti that knowledge of the form of direct perception of 
Brahman , is dependent on the purity of food. Hence the 
great sacrifices and such other obligatory and occasional 
rites are worthy of adoption till one’s death, as they help in 
the knowledge of the Brahman. The renunciation of these 
is therefore not proper. Thus, the relinquishment of these 
acts which produce knowledge through the delusion that 
they bind the self, is rooted in Tamas. 

Tamasika renunciation has its roots in Tamas. Since such 
renunciation has its roots in ignorance which is the effect of 
Tamas, such renunciation is said to have its roots in Tamas. 
For Tamas is the root of ignorance as has been stated: 
‘From Tamas arise negligence and delusion, and also, 
ignorance’ (14.17). Ignorance is erroneous knowledge 
which is antagonistic to right knowledge. So, it will be 
taught,‘That reason which, enveloped in Tamas, regards 
wrong as right, and which reverses every value, O Arjuna, 
is Tamasika’ (18.32). It is for this reason that the renuncia¬ 
tion of obligatory and occasional actions are said to have 
their roots in erroneous knowledge. 


f^T 3FSTCT rm cMPN k* *5^ || 8 II 
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8. He who renounces acts as painful from fear of bodily 
suffering, performs a Rajasika abandonment; he does not 
gain the fruit of abandonment. 


giwiwiw ^ # U^WsIteJiyJWi uRritOlH,; tT cmim 'Jirqi 

I!' (^13* ) ?fct?|| ^^^dA>J| JPT:VfWI<«k|: | 
3ifa3 wewwi^rfcn || ll 


Although actions constitute the indirect means for 
release, yet they produce mental depression, since they can 
be done only by collecting materials involving painful effort 
and since they cause bodily strain on account of their 
requiring strenuous exertion. If, on account of such fear, 
one decides that the practice of knowledge alone should be 
tried for perfection in Yoga, and abandons actions like the 
great sacrifices applicable to one’s station in life, he prac¬ 
tises renunciation rooted in Rajas. Since that is not the 
meaning of the Sastras, one cannot win the fruit of renunci¬ 
ation in the form of the rise of knowledge. So it will be 
shown further on: ‘That reason by which one erroneously 
knows, O Arjuna, is Rajasika’ (18.31). In fact, actions do 
not directly cause purity of the mind but indirectly by win¬ 
ning the grace of God. 


rM'frcn ^ "FIcMH: Hcl: || 9 II 

9. When actions are performed as what ought to be done, 
O Arjuna, renouncing attachment and also fruits, such 
abandonment is regarded as Sattvika. 
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"Hvy vicMK5<llcl 3rf3^—' TTnHlTH^Wcl §iH*y' 

<^v|5;o) #|^ftijja- ti sfcFifoT?i ip-i^TTTiir 
TIT qp-r !)■ (^130) # II <*, II 


When rites like obligatory and occasional ceremonies 
and the great sacrifices enjoined on one’s station and stage 
in life, are practised for their own sake, as worship of 
Myself and as a duty, relinquishing possessiveness and 
fruits— such abandonment is regarded as Sattvika. It is 
rooted in Sattva. The idea is that it is rooted in the know¬ 
ledge of the meaning of the Sastras as it really is. That 
Sattva generates the knowledge of things as they really are, 
has been taught in: ‘From Sattva arises knowledge" (14.17), 
and it will be further declared: ‘That reason by which one 
knows action and renunciation, what ought to be done and 
what ought not to be done, fear and fearlessness, bondage 
and release, O Arjuna, is Sattvika’ (18.30). 


^ipft few: II 10 II 

10. One who has abandoned, who is imbued with Sattva, 
who is wise, whose doubts have been dispelled— such a per¬ 
son hates not disagreeable acts nor clings to agreeable ones. 


TMTWifeyl act Rwrw: 

3^tc5 J5155 ^ 3R*f 

'Wjfai +wcik(fki<-<*iry; rMTtia$i o qlciR : rhT(4'+ic>4r^lry, rtiTti'h^rcdry rT ?Wf: 

: yllci^ a I 3»Plte'+irt HIM SR 1 , 'lli=Kdl 

^RdNIiill-at HK-IHlfeT: | qRTRWW-Hl q#T II’ <q*5o3o 

^ R R V ) §JW)^(rl!^R)Tet > HcI«Hcy I 

set;<w510i? m*T:simSto=? upt: a: || \° II 
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Thus, ‘filled with Sattva,’ endowed with right know¬ 
ledge, i.e., with the knowledge of the reality as it is, and as 
a consequence of it ‘having all doubts shattered’— he alone 
becomes a renouncer of attachment to work and the fruits 
of work. He ‘neither hates works productive of harmful 
effects,’ nor ‘loves others productive of worldly prosperity.’ 
Disagreeable acts are fraught with undesirable fruits; and 
agreeable acts bring about desirable results such as heaven, 
sons, cows, food etc. On account of his renouncing all 
results other than the Brahman and on account of his 
renouncing the sense of agency, he shows neither love nor 
hatred for above-mentioned types of works. Here ‘sinful 
acts having undesirable fruits’ are only such acts as are 
inadvertently performed. For it has been taught in the 
Srutis that not turning away from bad conduct is antagonis¬ 
tic to the production of knowledge. ‘But one who has not 
ceased from bad conduct, who is not tranquil, is not com¬ 
posed, is not of peaceful mind, cannot obtain Him by 
knowledge’ (Ka. U., 1.2.24). Thus, ‘the abandonment’ 
according to the Sastras is renunciation of the sense of 
agency, attachment and fruits of actions, and not total 
relinquishment of actions as such. 


He explains this further: 

^ ST || 11 || 

11. For, it is impossible for oqe who bears a body to aban¬ 
don actions entirely. But he who gives up the fruits of works, 
is called the abandoner. 
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awv&toujj *r: 3 %»| Kffifsi i fc-t&j, f<*?fl*fl tr ns' '^p1% 

(03HTo <:|? V ) ?5?lrf^ll^3 cMl # 3tf%#5% I 

'**£^#333^:, f^T: *w£lRd:' 

II u ll 

It is impossible for one who has a body and has to nourish 
it, ‘to abandon action entirely’; for eating, drinking etc., 
required for nourishing the body and other acts connected 
therewith are unavoidable. And for the same reason the 
five great sacrifices etc., are also indispensable. He who has 
given up the fruits of the five great sacrifices, is said to have 
renounced; this is referred to in the Srutis such as: ‘Only 
through renunciation do some obtain immortality’ 
(Ma.Na., 8.14). Renunciation of fruits of actions is illustra¬ 
tive; it implies much more. It implies one who has 
renounced the fruits, agency and attachment to works, as 
the topic-has been begun with the declaration: ‘For aban¬ 
donment (Tyaga) is declared to be of three kinds’ (18.4). 


*13 ^ 

^shti set. 

d<J+*WNH^Wd*JI 3WUdH! aRlfon^ 31301% #SflHlWl<5NT^ 
3i3^1*( ^(cl , 31H 3115— 


This statement may be questioned in the following man¬ 
ner: ‘Agnihotra, the full moon and new moon sacrifices, 
Jyotistoma etc., and also the five great sacrifices are 
enjoined by the $astras only for the attainment of their 
results like heaven. They are not purposeless. Even the 
injunction with regard to obligatory and occasional cere¬ 
monies is enjoined because they yield results, as implied in 
the following passage: “For householders, Prajapatya 
ceremony” (V.P., 1.6.37). Therefore, as the performance 
of actions has to be understood as a means for attaining 
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their respective results, the accruing of agreeable and disag¬ 
reeable results is inevitable, even though they are per¬ 
formed without any desire for fruits, just as a seed sown 
must grow into a tree and bear fruit. Hence, actions ought 
not to be performed by an aspirant for release, because the 
results are incompatible with release. Sri Krsna answers 
such objections: 


fjfer xt | 

WESRq i fatf &3T «T c% II 12 ll 

12. Undesirable, desirable and mixed—thus threefold is the 
fruit of work that accrues after death to those who have not 
renounced; but to those who have renounced, none what¬ 
soever. 


^ 31rJnfTHT ^ fet 

: | 3 5 dwilRwi ^ 

03 ^ 3rk — ■treiRl Silil^lsWfjwgtKjK'l PlcMtPl M,d, cTOlft' 

^1ch i Ri<»K4>w i R)^r 41 . pr ntaifosft: ^ 

^—‘cT^rt dWHtt&H ’ 

(fo?o VIVRd ) #| 

&>4U|U|<i 03 ^5 : tnt^rat: #55[RT:; ri U3 ^ 

3JPT#3tK. II u || 

The ‘undesirable result’ is Naraka etc., ‘the desirable’ is 
heaven etc., ‘the mixed’ is sons, cows, food etc., which are 
combined with some undesirable results. Those who have 
not renounced, namely, those who are devoid of renuncia¬ 
tion of agency, possessiveness and fruits—they meet with 
threefold consequences after death. The meaning of ‘after 
death’ (Pretya) may be understood as subsequent to the 
performance of actions. But ‘to those who have renounced. 
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none whatsoever,’ viz., to those who have relinquished the 
sense of agency etc., no such results antagonistic to release 
accrue. 

Here the purport.is this: Agnihotra, the great sacrifices 
etc., are obligatory throughout life and are required for 
attaining the objects of desire; but in regard to release their 
application is different. Though externally they appear to 
be the same in their nature in both the conditions, they are 
different in their fruits by virtue of difference in applica¬ 
tion. Their application to release is seen in such texts as 
‘The Brahmanas desire to know Him by the study of the 
Vedas, by sacrifices, by gifts, by austerities conjoined with 
fasting’ (Br.U., 4.4.22). Here the performance of actions 
without sense of agency is enforced. Such giving up agency 
etc., are relevant only with regard to acts that are actually 
performed. Thus Sannyasa or renouncing of this kind is 
established in the Sastras. The same is also called Tyaga or 
giving up. 


qwlrffl aFrrafirrfdr sirnfa 

OTIC 1 ?IH n=T l 

uwq^jt % ^ 

3IRV#I 31# Aw ^ ^ ^ 


Sri Krsna now explains the manner of realising that one is 
non-agent, by attributing all agency to God, who is the Sup¬ 
reme Person and the Inner Ruler, By cultivating this 
attitude, an aspirant can attain the renunciation of posses¬ 
siveness with regard to actions and also their fruits. For it is 
the Supreme Person who performs all actions through the 
individual selves who belong to Him. The organs, bodies 
and Pranas of embodied beings are His. They exist for the 
sake of His own sport as the only purpose. Therefore, even 
the appeasement of hunger etc., and such other acts which: 
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affect the life of the individual souls and their works consti¬ 
tute only the means for accomplishing that purpose, 
namely, the sport of the Highest Purusa Himself. The pur¬ 
port of the argument is this: The analogy of seeds produc¬ 
ing the tree and its fruits is not applicable to the actions of 
release-seekers. Their actions may look like those of 
fruit-seekers externally. But as mentally they do not enter¬ 
tain any such purpose, the consequence of their actions can 
be quite different. The purpose served by their actions is 
only affording sport for the Supreme Being. 


frKunfr filter ft i 

fcTRt afcrnfa n 13 11 

13. Learn from Me, O Arjuna, these five causes for the 
accomplishment of all acts, as described in 
Sankhya-krtanta—the science of the exact understanding of 
things for the accomplishment of works. 


pttt#r qsisr wrnift ft#* ir ; tut 


'IT 31lrHPl ^ IT A|NA<i<i, 

TT cT 31lr»tM4^c1: (STo^o ^VhRo) ‘3FT:5ri^: 5HPT 3RRT TT#rr 
(to3iro mw) II U II 


‘Sankhya’ means Buddhi (reasoning). ‘Sankhya-krtanta' 
means that which is determined after due deliberations by 
the Buddhi in accordance with the Vedas on the nature of 
the things as they are. Learn them from Me. There are five 
causes for the accomplishment of all actions. But the under¬ 
standing according to the Vedas (Vaidiki-buddhi) is that 
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the Supreme Self alone is the agent working through body, 
senses, Pranas and the individual self,as asserted in the fol¬ 
lowing Srutis: ‘He who, dwelling in the self, who rules the 
self from within your self, the Inner Ruler, immortal’ 
(Br.U.Madh., 3.7.22), and ‘He who has penetrated the 
interior, is the Ruler of all creatures and the Self of all’ 
(Tai.A., 3.11.3). 

Sri Krsna now sets forth the five causes: 

siftreH cTejr ^cif ^ | 

II 14 II 

14. The seat of action and likewise the agent, the various 
kinds of organs, the different and distinctive functions of 
vital air and also the fifth among these, Divinity. 


3 | 

sqiW 3T iclM&i 3T c&q IcR: || 15 II 

15. For whatever action a man undertakes by his body, 
speech and mind, whether right or wrong, i.e., enjoined or 
forbidden by the Sastras, the following five are its causes: 


aifasrcHI mr aw Jteww:gn§F?j ^ 

'<W1?(?o^o 313133) 

xf wwi 

^anuRtfl ^ %r:—usywn qtj: arfinitaH, 

9sn'onuHti^t^f^tvPPt grot: uoxtictH) ftChst 

^frl: 315T4)4^4x410 ^<4 UoxlU^LKUIrUI 
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arew?41 # aitf: 3tT> ft 'n%r ^ w- 

tffistf'W'ltH ? I' (^1^) sftlSSUft^—'|^:7(%iWi i 

fflipRrAi«iiwift Jimr ir <?ci^o #| 

qWRURTrT ^ (sTo^Jp ?f^ 

SIJ <33 MW l ^lilrt ^5% 3tfr$teqt waft |f?t 

IKNlRl ^W’ef'fclPl 33J: | 


mRsc^I 


sap^ aift ^ *g*w^n 

(5T°^o R\\m) #| 

n^3rk —MW<4WI ^ ^U|<*^cK|RRT: rRlf^dprf^RT: 

33*t ^ ^tatrW cfctiyR: d4llt<13lRl>: ?T^'t>*JRl k MTt4 4^®SJ«4t “MVltetRlfeMl'tiH 
iw<n W d4*H‘- 3Wl^M: mwi<?Mi ^t^nRkli^'l 3 

3ifa op? | tot j 

««§ii RlRiP^wi'W ^ || II 


For all actions, performed through body, words or mind, 
whether they be authorized by the Sastras or not, the 
causes are these five. (1) The body, which is a conglomera¬ 
tion of the ‘great elements,’ is known as the seat, since it is 
governed by the individual self. (2) The agent is the indi¬ 
vidual self. That this individual self is the knower and the 
agent is established in the Vedanta-Sutras: ‘For this reason, 
(the individual self) is’the knower’ (2.3.18) and ‘The agent, 
on account of the scripture having a purport’ (2.3.33.). (3) 
The organs of various kinds are the five motor organs like 
that of speech, hands, feet etc., along with the mind. They 
are of various kinds, viz., they have different functions in 
completing an action. (4) The different and distinctive 
functions of vital air—here the expression ‘functions’ 
(Cesta) means several functions. Distinctive are the func¬ 
tions of this fivefold vital air which sustains the body and 
senses through its divisions of Prana, Apana etc. (5) Divin¬ 
ity is the fifth among these causes. The purport is this: 
Among these, which constitute the conglomeration of 
causes of work the Divinity is the fifth. It is the Supreme 
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Self, the Inner Ruler, who is the main cause in completing 
the action. 

It has been already affirmed: ‘I am seated in the hearts of 
all. From Me are memory, knowledge and their removal 
also’ (15.15), and He will say further: ‘The Lord, O Arjuna, 
lives in the heart of every being causing them to spin round 
and round by His power as if set on a wheel’ (18.61). The 
agency of the individual self is dependent on the Supreme 
Self as established in the aphorism: ‘But from the Supreme, 
because the scripture says so’ (B.S., 2.3.41). 

Now an objection may be raised in this way: If the agency 
of the individual self is dependent on the Supreme Self and 
the'individual self cannot be charged with moral responsi¬ 
bility, then the scriptures containing injunctions and pro¬ 
hibitions become useless, as the individual self cannot be 
enjoined to act in regard to any action. The objection is dis¬ 
posed off by the author of the Vedanta-Sutras in the 
aphorism: ‘But with a view to the effects made on account 
of the purposelessness of injunctions and prohibitions-’ 
(2.3.42). 

The purport is this: By means of his senses, body etc., 
granted by the' Supreme Self—having Him for their sup¬ 
port, empowered by Him, and thus deriving power from 
Him—the individual self begins, of his own free will, the 
effort for directing the senses etc., for the purpose of per¬ 
forming actions conditioned by his body and organs. The 
individual self Itself, of Its own free will, is responsible for 
activity, since the Supreme Self, abiding within, causes It to 
act only by granting His permission, just as works such as 
moving heavy stones and timber are collectively the labour 
of many persons and they are together responsible for the 
effect. But each one of them (severally) also is responsible 
for it. In the same way each individual is answerable to 
Nature’s law in the form of positive and negative command¬ 
ments. 
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'WMQidffiMM *T || 16 II 

16. Such being the case, he who sees bnly the self as the 
agent on account of the uncultivated understanding—he, of 
wicked mind, does not see at ail. 



03 «hdU "tt: 


7t% m Oafftt 3ICTHH: 
3 ff%: 



0 050%' *T 0*tf* 


050% || *Sj || 


In fact, the agency of the individual self is subject to the 
consent of Supreme Self; such being the case, if the ‘indi¬ 
vidual self regards Itself as the agent,’ It is of wicked or per¬ 
verse mind. For, It does not perceive the agent as It really 
is, sinee It possesses an ‘uncultivated understanding,’ 
namely, an understanding which does not reveal the real 
state of affairs. 


if% * tesRl II 17 || 

17. He who is free from the notion ‘I am the doer,’ and 
whose understanding is not tainted—slays not, though he 
slays all these men, nor is he bound. 


r am: o agfat 

O' 001%’ ?% StH <HrO O%<kl | 0£00%<2% l 

aif^oaff&r m o tot *%«%, o 3 oaf 

# too ^r : 13 w{ gi: icor 3# ai^o %#r o 

| ?rt: ?% gato^o oafor o %o«%, ?o 3qro% 

lonf: || ^ || 
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He who, through the contemplation of the agency of the 
Supreme Being, is free from the self-conceit, ‘I alone do 
everything’; he whose understanding is not therefore 
tainted, and has come to be informed by the understanding; 
‘As I am not the agent of this work, its fruit is not connected 
with me; so this work does not belong to me’—such a per¬ 
son, though he slays all these men, not merely Bhisma, 
etc., does not slay them. Therefore, he is not bound by the 
actions known as battle. The meaning is that the fruits of 
such actions do not accrue to him. 


gaWi<wiiw>K«?ira^ 

an?— 

Sri Krsna now teaches how action is induced. For this he 
differentiates actions generated by Sattva and the other 
Gunas. The object is to inculcate the desirability of the 
Sattvika type. For, only meditation on the self not being 
the agent, brings about the growth of Sattva. 


§TR M%TcTT ftfifclT I 

SRjf fII 18 II 

18. Knowledge, object of knowledge and the knower are the 
threefold incitements to action. The instrument, the act and 
the agent are the threefold constituents of action. 

fipt ^ mR^wi 

atgsrar# II \< II 

(i) ‘Knowledge’ means the knowledge about the acts 
which ought to be performed, (ii) The ‘object of know- 
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ledge’ is the act which ought to be performed, (iii) ‘The 
knower’ is the person who knows that act. The meaning is 
that the injunction to do acts, like Jyotistoma etc., is a com¬ 
bination of knowledge, object of knowledge, and the 
knower. Among these, action itself, which is the object of 
knowledge, is briefly described as threefold—these being 
the instrument, action and the agent. The instrument forms 
the materials etc., which are the means. The action consists 
of the sacrifice etc. The agent is the performer. 


§tpt ’Ef ^ar fr&r Jjuiikd: I 

jftasR* jjujwifi arofr || 19 II 

19. Knowledge, act and agent are declared in the science of 
Gugas to be of three kinds, according to the difference in the 
Gunas. Listen about them also as they are. 


| 3lfiF—uiPl yyicil RteiiPi 

II II 

The knowledge of action which ought to be done, the 
act to be performed,and the performer of the act are 
threefold, each of them being divided in accordance with 
Sattva etc., Listen about these, which are differentiated 
according to the Gunas. 

cRUFT || 20 II 

20. Know that knowledge to be Sattvika by which one sees in 
all beings, one immutable existence undivided in the 
divided. 


Rwlrt sit»Wi 
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63KRKRH ywrcyj -m hr sift ^ ^ 

R WrJTR ^IHK^dHI 31^zpt BERT 

wfew ftf% || || 



The self (Atman), which is of the form of knowledge, is 
alike and uniform, though distinct, in all beings, even 
though they may externally, and from the point of view of 
duty, be distinguished as Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, househol¬ 
ders, celibates, fair, tall etc. The immutable selves in all 
these perishing forms or bodies are unaffected by the fruits 
of actions. Such knowledge of the immutability of the self 
in all changing beings, is Sattvika. 


II 21 || 

21. But that knowledge which sees all beings, by reason of 
their individuality, as entities of distinct nature—know that 
knowledge to be Rajasika. 





cTri; HH II 


Whatever knowledge perceives in Brahmana etc., ait the 
time of work, the entity known as the Atman as of diverse 
nature because the bodies of those beings are tall or fair and 
are fit to attain the fruits of work—know that knowledge to 
be Rajasika. The point is this: It is not a condemnation of 
the plurality of Atman. The Atman, though distinct, is 
uniform everywhere. The bodily attributes do not affect it. 
The knowledge lacking this understanding is stigmatised as 
Rajasa. 
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3RJ fcF^el^Ff^FaiHf 

3klT«ii4«<<5<?M W n-nwtri^i^d*^ II 22 || 

22. But that knowledge is declared to be Tamasika which 
clings to one single act as if it were the whole, which is not 
founded on reason, and which is untrue and insignificant. 


^ 31|ipFTO55oRnn' 



wVPf, 31rSR*TO55 ^ 

II ^ II 


313T % ^ f(R (TTOH 


But that knowledge which clings to a ‘single type of act’ 
as what ought to be done, viz., act in the form of the wor¬ 
ship of ghosts or evil spirits yielding very small fruits, as if it 
yielded all fruits; that work ‘not founded on any reason for 
having attachment,’ because it is not a source of all fruits; 
‘untrue’ because it is based on a false view of things such as 
seeing differentiation in the nature of the Atman; ‘insig¬ 
nificant’, because the worship of ghosts and evil spirits 
yields poor results—for such reasons knowledge of this 
kind is declared to be Tamasika. 


aFjj&JW <wfoi) jjfcf: ®n?— 

After having thus classified the threefold division of 
knowledge relating to work according to Gunas in respect 
of a person who is qualified for work, Sri Krsna explains the 
triple division of the acts that ought to be done, according 
to Gunas. 


ter fan; | 

SWrtA&^l 4-dcHlfcl+J^ || 23 II 
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23. That obligatory act is said to be Sattvika which is done 
without attachment, without desire or aversion, by one who 
seeks no fruit. 


ll ^ 'I 

‘Obligatory act’ is that which is appropriate to one’s own 
station and stage of life. Doing it ‘without attachment’ 
means devoid of attachment to agency etc., and ‘without 
desire or aversion’ means that it is not done through desire 
to win fame and aversion to win notoriety, i.e., is per¬ 
formed without ostentation—when obligatory works are 
performed in the above-mentioned way by one who is not 
after their fruits, they are said to be Sattvika. 


fezti VgBFlRi || 24 II 

24. But that act is said to be Rajasika which is performed 
with great effort by one who seeks to gratify his desires and 
under the prompting of egoism. 


'+4 , rlf^ 1TOT U,«t 

rit] 4v*j &i4cl ct? ; II V* II 

But whatever act is performed by one who seeks to 
gratify his desires, viz., by one who desires the results of his 
action and with the feeling of egoism, viz., has the miscon¬ 
ceived notion that oneself is the agent; and with a great deal 
of effort—such an act is of the nature of Rajas. Here va (or) 
is used in the sense of ca (and). Whatever action is per¬ 
formed by one who possesses the misconceived notion, 
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‘This action demanding enormous effort is performed 
entirely by me’—it is said to be Rajasika. 

*lTWW^o*kl II 25 II 

25. That act is said to be Tamasika which is undertaken 
through delusion, without regard to consequences, loss, 
injury pnd one’s own capacity. 

fgfqgPr , $flr. 'W®i Gkwtiu) 

aar snfiirfter, an?*R: «wiH*tiM«+Miw4H, nniR h1*sH 

WWM+^c«WslMI<^ ^ 3UT«7?t §31^, cTrj; cIIhWH ^ItT II W II 

‘Anubandha’ or consequence is here the pain which fol¬ 
lows when a work is performed. ‘Loss’ means loss of wealth 
involved in doing that act. ‘Injury’ is the pain caused to liv¬ 
ing beings when the work is carried out. ‘Capacity’ is the 
ability of completing the act. Whenever an act is begun 
without consideration of these and from delusion, viz., due 
to ignoring the agency of the Supreme Person—that act is 
said to be Tamasika. 

4>TlY II 26 II 

26. That agent is said to be Sattvika who is free from attach¬ 
ment, who does not make much of himself, who is endued 
with steadiness and zeal and is untouched by success and fai¬ 
lure. 

HjPRTF: l PFi555H^^cT: 1 3M^I<9 •, 3tR3Kf 



eficlf Ulfcw, || ^ || 
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‘Muktasangah’ is one who is free from attachment to 
fruits. ‘Anahamvadi’ is one who is devoid of the feeling of 
being the agent. He is endued with ‘steadiness and zeal.’ 
‘Steadiness’ is perseverance in regard to an act that has 
been begun in spite of the pain that is inevitable till the 
completion of the work. ‘Zeal’ is the possession of an active 
mind. One who is enduded with these, and whose mind 
remains firm, untouched by success and failure in war etc., 
and also in gathering the material requisites for the work on • 
hand—such an agent is, of Sattvika nature. 



qfcfife || 27 || 

27. That doer is called Rajasika who is passionate, who 
seeks the fruits of his acts, who is greedy, harmful, im'pure 
and who is moved by delight and grief. 


rpft n^Ttsdf, 

t: ^ : || ^ || 


The ‘passionate’ doer is one who aspires for fame; ‘who 
seeks the fruits of his acts’ is one who longs for the fruits of 
his acts; the ‘greedy’ is h£ who does not spend the wealth 
required for the act; the ‘harmful’ is one, who, while acting, 
hurts others;, the ‘impure’, is one who lacks the puritv 
required for the act; who is moved by ‘delight and grief in 
war etc., is one who is elated or depressed by success or fai¬ 
lure in victory (or the opposite)—a doer who fulfils these 
conditions is declared to be Rajasika. 


^ cfl*RT 3^ || 28 II 
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28. That doer is said to be Tamasika who is unqualified, 
unrefined, stubborn, depraved, dishonest, indolent, despon¬ 
dent and dilatory. 




3WK*+pita»:, 515; :, 313RT: 3JR3Kfc| 

4Wiw«c{r«J*lvJu4«Ai'«H^:, UJBJcfr *T: ^ *T clTOT: II ■*< II 


‘Ayukta’ is the doer who is unqualified for acts enjoined 
by the Sastras; the meaning is that he is engaged in 
perverse acts; who is ‘unrefined’, means one uninstructed; 
who is ‘stubborn’ , means one who is not disposed to 
act; who is ‘depraved’ means one who has the taste for 
black magic etc; who is dishonest is one who is treacherous; 
who is ‘indolent’ is one who is not inclined to carry out 
actions undertaken; who is ‘despondent’ is one given to 
excessive despondency; and one who is ‘dilatory’, is a 
person who, while engaged in black magic, etc., pays 
malevolent attention to produce long-standing evil to 
others—such a doer is declared to be Tamasika. 






^ viyid •• 3irij— 


Thus, has been told the threefold division in terms of the 
Gunas of the knowledge about the work that ought to be 
performed, and about the agent of work. Now, Sri Krsna 
describes the threefold division of Buddhi and Dhrti (for¬ 
titude) on the basis of Gunas. These faculties give the 
determinate knowledge of all realities in existence and of 
all ends of human life (Purusarthas). 


strife spfcek sjj | 

SFT5W II 29 II 
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29. Hear now, the threefold division of Buddhi (reason) and 
Dhfti (fortitude), O Arjuna, according to the Gugas,fully 
and severally to be set forth. 


^r. fnsij, vfa-. atrcsqror: fouror.- RhH>iFta i 3 a# 

a#: *iv*i%urd: ^ ^err 

*E II ^ II 

‘Buddhi’ is the knowledge in the form of discriminative 
determination. ‘Dhrti’ is the resolution to hold on with per¬ 
severance to what has been undertaken even against all 
obstacles. Of these two, hear now the threefold division 
according to Sattva and other Gun as. 


SFgf^ xr faffet w I 

|| 30 || 

30. That Buddhi, O Arjuna, which knows activity and 
renunciation, what ought to be done and what ought not to 
be done, fear and fearlessness, bondage and release—that 
(Buddhi) is Sattvika. 


ST ^ ^T; SHSW -HcSyurfdi y^IrlP^IrWlfst. # 3FScR^HRT 

WilH H^fgfrT: WISWFT S^T Sfef ^ hQ? I W I W I c*S 

^ST^tT, W || \o || 

‘Activity’ is' that Dharma which is the means for worldly 
prosperity. ‘Renunciation’ is that Dharma which is the 
means for release. The Buddhi which knows both these as 
they are, is Sattviki-buddhi. Further, such a Buddhi is capa¬ 
ble of distinguishing between what ought to be done and 
what ought not to be done by persons of different stations 
in life, having as their duty activity or renunciation at par¬ 
ticular places or times. Such a Buddhi helps them to know 
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‘This ought to be done and this ought not to be done.’ Such 
a Buddhi discerns transgression of the Sastras as the cause 
of fear and observance of the Sastras as the cause of fear¬ 
lessness. It enables one to distinguish between bondage and 
release, the true nature of Samsara and deliverance from it. 
The Buddhi that functions in these ways is Sattvika. 


w qref II 31 II 

31. The Buddhi which gives an erroneous knowledge of 
Dharma and Adharma (its opposite) and also of what ought 
to be done and wjiat ought not to be done, O Arjuna, is 
Rajasika. 


Jjgfrk ©M’ wuf afeuda ^ afviBHr & ^ xr . 

ii ^ ii 

That Buddhi by which one does not know exactly the 
twofold Dharma previously mentioned and its opposite, 
and what ought to be done and what ought not to be done 
by those intent on them in accordance with place, time and 
conditions—that Buddhi is Rajasika. 

3TOJ? W dWFgffl I 

qi*f cTTCEft || 32 II 

32.That Buddhi, O Arjuna, which, enveloped in darkness, 
regards Adharma as Dharma and which reverses every 
value, is Tamasika. 

II & II 
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That Buddhi is of the nature of Tamas which is ‘en¬ 
veloped in Tamas’ and ‘reverses every value.’ The meaning 
is. that it regards Adharma as Dharma and Dharma as 
Adharma, existent as non-existent, and non-existent as 
existent, and higher truth as the lower and the lower truth 
as the higher, and thus reverses every value. 


ygw W JR: uiulRwfstan: I 

II 33 II 

33. That Dhrti (fortitude or persisting perseverance) by 
which one maintains the unswerving activities of the mind 
and vital force and these sense-organs through Yoga—that 
Dhrti is of the nature of Sattva. 


ZRT JWfllOlP&ilvli fsfar: #Ht 

ntwnwjtf sratapnj^t 4>il^j)H afrit: 

*1*1QvHI:aarf3n'V|lk*k), WII 33 II 

That Dhrti by which one through unswerving Yoga sus¬ 
tains the activities of the mind and the vital force and the 
sense-organs is said to be of the nature of Sattva. ‘Yoga is 
worship of the Lord which forms the means for release. The 
meaning is that the Dhrti or fortitude by means of which 
one sustains the activities of the mind and other organs 
in the practice of Yoga (worship) until one’s object is 
accomplished, is of the nature of Sattva. 

g^T TTT qpf 3F5Kft || 34 II 

34. That Dhrti, O Arjuna, by which one, who is desirous of 
fruits, longs for them with intense attachment, and holds 
fast to duty, desire and wealth—that Dhrti is Rajasika. 
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'TWI'W'4# JOT: yikmiqfa; W tpTT qR3^, ST 

vf4=wmv^i<^H rJrCTWjar iFr:snut£sKJ§3ii tRaigRi^t’ ^ 3^ 

3i§ <ivjWr=ir^ vitawraf ^ f^g|^r : | srat uik i waK^ 

JRSrffcff §311: W gfur yi^, 5R1 *RKft # 3rfT II 3« II 

That Dhrti by which a person who, desirous of fruits, 
i.e., through intense attachment holds fast to duty, desires, 
and wealth, is of the nature of Rajas. By the terms 
‘Dharma-kam’artha,’ the activities of the mind, vital force 
and senses as a means for the attainment of Dharma (duty) 
Kama (pleasure) and Artha (wealth) are signified. Even in 
the expression, ‘One desirous of fruits,’ that term indicates 
duty, desire and wealth, on account of the Rajasika nature 
of the aspirant. Therefore, what is said amounts to this: the 
Dhrti by which one maintains activities of the mind etc., 
with the purpose of attaining duty, desire and wealth, is of 
the nature of Rajas. 


?r *TT qtf cfurcft II 35 II 

35. That Dh^ti by which a foolish person does not give up 
sleep, fear, grief, depression and passion, O Arjuna, is of 
the nature of Tanias. 


§3JT: (gfal: R I ;; 

cRRlVFnp': ^ VFt:SHV(l§&3H: W 31 1: cfRKft II ^ II 

That Dhrti by which a foolish person does not give up, 
i.e., persists in, sleep, and sensuous indulgence through the 
activities of the mind, vital force etc.,—that Dhrti is of the 
nature of Tamas. The terms fear, grief and depression indi¬ 
cate the objects generating fear, grief etc. That Dhrti by 
which one maintains the activities of the mind, the vital 
force etc., as a means for these, is of the nature of Tamas. 
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ftJUJ $ ¥Rcpfjj | 

qsf ^SsJRT tT || 36 „ 

36. Now hear from Me, O Arjuna, the threefold division 
of pleasure... That in which a man rejoices by long 
practice and in which he comes to the end of pain; 


ftRsttrtt*) ^ris(l^4 3RT It II 


Now, hear about the pleasure to which the knowledge, 
action, agent etc., already mentioned are all subservient 
and which is threefold according to the Gunas. ...That 
pleasure in which a person, through long practice extending 
over a long time, gradually attains to incomparable joy 
and never again is engulfed by the pain of life in Samsara. 


Sri Krsna explains the same: 


|| 37 n 


37. That which is like a poison at first but becomes like 
elixir in the end, born from the serene state of mind focusing 
on the self—such pleasure is said to be Sattvika. 


3H34cl<4ltf f=TO[ ^ 5^1*1. ^ *(*1%, MRuilA 3 i^i1mh 
a*R*t£«wr arcn^:, sot: srai?:, 

*pr litetf ll ^ || 
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That pleasure, which ‘at the beginning,’ i.e., at the time 
of beginning of Yoga, is ‘like poison,’ i.e., is painful 
because it requires strenuous efforts and because the dis¬ 
tinct nature of the self is not yet experienced, but which 
after long practice fructifies in the blissful experience of the 
self—that joy born of a serene state of mind ‘focusing on 
the self is Sattvika. The Buddhi concerning the self is 
‘Atama-buddhi’. When all objects are withdrawn from that 
Buddhi it becomes serene (Prasanna). The joy bom of the 
experience of the self in its distinct nature, when all objects 
are withdrawn from the Buddhi, becomes ‘like elixir’. That 
joy is said to be Sattvika. 

qfinrft fcqfite II 38 tl 

38. That pleasure which arises from the contact of senses 
with their objects, which is like elixir at first but like poison 
in the end, is said to be Rajasika. 


ai5t at fflc&a nt t ^ ^ w wrist. 



us#, ^spr tTJRt TfWf II || 


That which at the ‘beginning,’ i.e., at the time of 
experience looks like elixir because of the contact of 
senses with their objects agreable to them, but ‘at the 
end,’ i.e., when satiation or further incapacity to enjoy 
due to over-indulgence in them occurs, looks life poison 
—that pleasure is said to be Rajasika. In this latter state 
these so-called enjoyments cause the misery of Naraka. 

II 39 II 

39. That pleasure which, at the beginning and at the end, 
deludes the self, through sleep, sloth and error—is declared 
to be Tamasika. 
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^ 3hch*i) Hle*i 

%: apT ^Ml^dH^4> i 3h atfirifer. | 

fagrepit f| stjjwy&sran^ stftf dt&uw: | 

ftsSTOT Wt^4 ^OHM I MRi Hn ^ ; g 

gHW*i VH%q&; Pg; ggqRWM^M ^ferFgarifr $H«WRi VR%; m. H 
tWf: s# 3Rfr gg^nr ^mR^uhA 

vra% || ^ n 

Pleasure of the Tamasika type causes delusion to the self 
at the beginning and the end of enjoyment. Here ‘delusion’ 
means the absence of knowledge about things as they are. 
Pleasure springing from sleep, sloth and error are the cause 
of it. Even at the time of experience, sleep etc., are the 
cause of delusion. It is clear how sleep causes delusion. 
‘Sloth’ is indolence in sensory operations. When sensory 
activities are slow, dimness of knowledge results. ‘Error’ is 
heedlessness regarding what ought to be done. From this 
also occurs the dimness of knowledge. Thus, these two also 
cause delusion. Such pleasure is declared to be Tamasika. 
Therefore what is meant is this: subduing Rajas and Tamas, 
the Sattva alone should be allowed to develop by the aspir¬ 
ant for release. 


* cI^T gfosqr 3T f^T ^5 3T tfT: 1 1 

|| 40 II 

40. There is no creature, either on earth or again among the 
gods in heaven, that is free from these three Gunas born of 
Prakfti. 


gfoati 

$r: 3F ^^ H ^ 3#T II VO II 

There is no Sattva or creature born either among men 
etc., on the earth or among the gods in heaven, from 
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Brahma down to immobile things, and having their basis in 
Prakrti, that is free from the dominance of the three Gunas 
of Prakrti. 


<I^V) HlwiPswrwi RRsi: 

^4 w 3FRt:, ^ 63 MwJ'Wfoil: 

tr^Rf^T: SNf»^3T:; 


?<sr«ffoi lilyHiwwr Sfciwiunwf spifa: mwi^nkivw^wih,, <wt 

d<*4lftl<riQ4ui ***■! ai®PTKlRl«Klf^Jlf 


‘Tyaga’, which has been determined as forming the 
means for release in the Sruti texts like ‘By Tyaga alone do 
they attain immortality’ (Ma.Na., 8.14), is of the same 
meaning as of the word ‘Sannyasa’. It is rooted in the relin¬ 
quishment of the sense of agency in actions that are being 
performed. 


The relinquishment of the results and of possessiveness 
in actions, and the relinguishing of agency are to be gained 
by ascribing the agency to the Supreme Person. As all these 
are the effects of the increase of Sattva-guna, the differ¬ 
ences of the effects of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas have been 
described at length with a view to instruct that Sattva is to 
be cultivated. 


Now Sri Krsna, with a view to inculcate that actions done 
including their fruits, as a means to release and attainment of 
Him, must be of the nature of the worship of the Supreme 
Person, and that the fruit thereof is the attainment of 
Him—describes the actions obligatory for the qualified 
classes of the people such as Brahmanas, differentiated by 
virtue of the natural qualities arising from the Gunas such 
as Sattva, as also the occupations prescribed for those clas¬ 
ses. 
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^ uictM i 

^wroisw^^: || 41 ll 

41. The duties of the Brahmanas, K§atriyas, Vaisyas and 
the Sudras are clearly divided,. O Arjuna, according to 
Gunas, born of their nature. 


*«r4?hil wr tsnra:; 

«Bi*rar: srsit# gpnv, atsroTW ?5R?wlsRni#T 

'WrapjJi:, ■H-Hrwn t: «f5w^r 3 ^ &&& 

^iraswsr: *Fr5RSitefJra^T 3R*t^JrK: rWPjJT:, ^SWHSWcT: ^ 

t3t:?R5nf5w^T cWhpt: | ofa. T&T: Sjfa'ifSlft ^?#r 

^iw3: uR)Mi(^diP] | v.^ut'W :• -BT cnf^ cfrw: tT UJtT 

% fi+Mi yiclMK4pl ||. ||' 


The nature of Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaisyas, and Sud-^ 
ras are due to their respective inherent dispositions. The 
meaning is that their past Karma has been the cause of 
determining births as Brahmanas etc. The Sattva and other 
Gunas are the result of such Karma. The Sattva-guna is 
born from the inherent nature of the Brahmana becoming 
dominant by suppressing the qualities of Rajas and Tamas. 
The quality of Rajas originates from the inherent nature of 
the Ksatriya becoming dominant by suppressing qualities of 
Sattva and Tamas. Tamoguna arises from the inherent 
nature of the Vaisya, becoming dominant in a little way by 
suppressing Sattva and Rajas. The duties and works 
assigned to them according to the Gunas constituting their 
inherent nature, are expounded and allotted by the Sastras 
in- the order described. For the Sastras analyse that the 
Brahmanas etc., possess such and such attributes and such 
and such are their duties and occupations. 


§TH || 42 II 



578 


$Rl RAMANUJA GITA BHA§YA 


[Ch. 18 


42. Control of the senses and the mind, austerity, purity, 
forbearance, uprightness, knowledge, special knowledge, 
and faith—all these constitute the duty of Brahmana born of 
his inherent nature. 


| #q | dt iStewiw arid 3tftg*#ri?ir 1 

fIFT mieKdt^WWIrKIsIW^l ftfIR 
wdr^idwiyRuil^^^id in^l $rww wodiflwt: 



vron^ q^dtrwt 

$WslK$ IdrMiy |uj) 

5FT ftfft*55n^FROT ^ 5H<jftdT 

ci<4KitM^d^ g>c**i3(5*t> ^T, ^Klfodl V4nM4iW^«r(l^j Ixrt iW-wilrl, 

# 3R*T 3isfet Wirdl^WT: 3llfi*MqHJ ^r: I ’ '3lf 

g 4 h Jnd! qjT: tft I' (?o|<;) 'lift' <h< 51 h<^ qftqj' ('.sKs) 'qftnr q?r 

rTOt... .fTcqt ft *llfd»fotffrl II' (<il^) 'W. qWWTf 

(vsl'O) ‘qtT: yajiri *|lRV ^ qqftj.cTqqM Wjjuu rWT«rft ftft ft^ft qm: 11 ' 
(^iv^) ‘qtqwspFTft =q ftq?#wq;r <^o^) ?ftipfti 
d^q^sJi^Ji-w qtf ii w? ii 

‘Sama’ is the control of the external sense-organs. 
‘Dama’ is the control of the mind. ‘Tapas’ is the chastise¬ 
ment of the body by controlling enjoyments, as enjoined by 
the Sastras. ‘Sauca’ is fitness for performing acts as 
enjoined by the Sastras. ‘Ksanti’ is preserving the compo¬ 
sure of the mind, though injured by others. ‘Arjava’ is 
straightforwardness expressing itself in correct outward 
manifestation to others in consonance with one’s own 
mind. ‘Jnana’ is knowledge about the real nature of the 
higher and lower truths. ‘Vijnana’ is the knowledge pertain¬ 
ing to exceptional attributes belonging to the Supreme 
Reality. ‘Astikya’ or faith is firm conviction in the truth of 
all things enjoined in the Vedas. The meaning is that it is 
unshakable by any reason whatever. 
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‘Astikya’ is positive conviction in the truth to the follow¬ 
ing effect: (1) The Lord Vasudeva, the Supreme Person, is 
signified by the term, Supreme Brahman. (2) He is devoid 
of even the slightest trace of evil. (3) He possesses count¬ 
less hosts of auspicious and excellent attributes such as 
knowledge, strength etc., boundless and natural. (4) To 
reveal His nature is the sole purpose of the whole of Vedas 
and the Vedanta and He can be known only through them. 
(5) He is the sole cause of the universe (6) He is the found¬ 
ation of the entire universe. (7) He is the actuator of all. 
(8) All actions taught in the Vedas form His worship. (9) 
When worshipped through them, He confers fruits known 
as Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksa. 

That such is the meaning has been declared in the 
following text: ‘Indeed I am to be known from all the 
Vedas’ (15.15); ‘I am the origin of all; from Me proceed 
everything’ (10.8), ‘All this is strung on Me’ (7.7), 
‘Knowing me as the enjoyer of all sacrifices and austerities 
.... he attains peace’ (10.29), There is nothing greater 
than myself, Arjuna (7.7) ‘He from whom proceeds the 
activity of all beings and by whom all this is pervaded—by 
worshipping Him with his duty, will a man reach perfec¬ 
tion’ (18.46); and ‘He who knows Me as unborn, without 
a beginning and the great Lord of the worlds...’ (10.3) 

Such are the duties of the Brahmana arising from his 
inherent nature. 

|| 43 || 

43. Valour, invincibility, steadiness, adroitness and non-fle¬ 
eing in battle, generosity and lordliness are the duties of a 
K$atriya born of his inherent nature. 

^ fofrttfcteimw&n ct?: dt. snfiwarftor i 
3WKH g§[ ^ arid 3R*i strata^ SP 3 ^ 
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|| y3 || 

‘Valour’ is the ability of plunging into a battle without 
fear. ‘Invincibility’ is the capacity to remain undefeated by 
others. ‘Steadiness’ is the capacity to complete a work that 
has been started despite obstacles. ‘Adroitness’ is the abil¬ 
ity in executing all works. ‘Apalayana’ is not fleeing in a 
battle though one is convinced of one’s death. ‘Generosity’ 
is parting with one's own possessions to others even to its 
entirety. ‘Lordliness’ is the capacity to govern all others. 
This is the duty of a Ksatriya born of his inherent nature. 


II 44 II 

44. Agriculture, cattle-breeding and trade are the duties 
of the VaiSya born of his nature... And the duty of a 
Sudra is one of service, born of his nature. 

swifaswjicn4> ^ | ^ i 

^1 

^ xi^nf qnfaf ^frifir: u§n$«ifcii 

335^1 iwt % awwii ^fi *nvjRun:, : aifit swiuii 

opjif-ii Jjgsjair <HiviKMir: | 

<Hr*4 sdrW{ | : 5 

^RW:qqFR^T 3W4MKW 1 : # fgff «T # 3^ | 

aipjrpr 5 <iiMWiwiR«wf?lu^: | 

fuilcjql qsfteT: I 3^Fq- 5 |%. tT ^ II «« II 

‘Agriculture’ is cultivation to produce crops. The meaning 
of ‘cattle breeding’ is the protection and rearing of cattle. 
‘Trade’ is the activity causing the amassing of wealth 
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through buying and selling. This is the duty of Vaisya born 
of his inherent nature. 

The duty of a Sudra, born of his inherent nature, is ser¬ 
vice to the three Orders mentioned earlier. 

All these have been described to stress that the- occupa¬ 
tional activities of the four stations are auxiliary to the per¬ 
formance of sacrifices etc., which are ordained by the- 
Sastra. Sacrifices etc., are common to the first three sta¬ 
tions. Control of the senses etc., are common to those who, 
among the first three stations, are anxious for release. As a 
Brahmana possesses preponderance of Sattva, and as the 
control of the senses, mind etc., can be performed by him 
easily and naturally,control of the senses etc., have been 
prescribed as his duty. As control of the mind, senses etc., 
can be performed only with difficulty by the Ksatriyas and 
the Vaisyas owing to the preponderance of Rajas and 
Tamas respectively in them, these have not been stated as 
their duty. The occupation of a Brahmana is officiating as 
priest in sacrifices, teaching the Vedas-and receiving gifts. 
The occupation of a Ksatriya is protecting the people and 
that of the Vaisyas is farming etc., as mentioned before. 
The duty and occupation of the Sudra is service to the three 
stations. 


>W«w5i*ka: *WT II 45 II 

45. Devoted to his duty, man attains perfection. Hear now 
how one devoted to his own duty attains perfection. 


f^Kfrr tRu qg aw ^ il as ll 
When one is devoted to his own duty in a way mentioned 
earlier, he attains perfection i.e., the supreme state. When 
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a person is devoted to his duty, how he attains perfection, 
i.e., attains the supreme state, listen. 


*lcT: SR^rttfcTHT | 

JTRf : || 46 II 

46. He from whom arise the activity of all beings and by 
whom all this is pervaded—by worshipping Him with his 
own duty man reaches perfection. 


jRt Tjjipnn ^ ^ wtfun ci utr; 

3TfiT^ IkimKRf +WJlli^TJr t^jcT MHq: | 


sra:m:lkWK?Mr l|ERT:< 


(vsj^vs) ‘TCRJT 


cic^Tit ^K^^i i' (<^iv) ^w^ir (^°) 

'3^^3Er5n#nrT: ^o!<:) II «ti II 


He from whom arise all activities as origination of all 
beings and by whom all this is pervaded, by worshipping 
Him, i.e., Myself, who abide in Indra and other divinities 
as the Inner Ruler, man attains perfection, consisting in the 
attainment of Myself by My grace. It has been told before 
that everything originates from Me and all this is pervaded 
by Me, in texts like the following: ‘I am the origin and dis¬ 
solution of the whole universe’ (7.6), ‘There is nothing 
higher than Myself, O Arjuna’ (7.7), ‘This entire universe is 
pervaded by Me in an unmanifest form’ (9.4), ‘Under My 
supervision, the Prakrti gives birth to all mobile and 
immobile entities’ (9.10) and ‘I am the origin of all; from 
Me proceed everything’ (10.8). 


%qpT: | 

qgf n 47 11 
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47. Better is one’s own duty, though ill done, than the 

duty of another, though well-performed..When 

one does the duty ordained by his own nature, he incurs 
no stain. 


ag&wigfcar % <wS4|jiweT tuf: srafit1 m-. 

^ppr: srfh 5^fq^w^5Jigwynf^ sfT-whnct 

| 







PlUdH I ^^UI : ^ ? 3TF=TricT aflWl^kfcMfrlt: | fHWfrreT 

^iwraR r ^ i cdvis: 5 swKi^&G&q ai^ta&r 3ifo; 
SET: *q PT ift # fffolMWKh II VW II 


One’s proper Dharma is that which is suitable for perfor¬ 
mance by oneself, in the form of worshipping Myself, relin¬ 
quishing agency etc., as has been taught. For, Karma Yoga, 
consisting in the activities of sense organs, is easy to per¬ 
form by one in association with Prakrti. Thus, Karma 
Yoga, even if it is defective in some respects, is better than 
the Dharma of another, i.e., than Jnana-yoga, even for a 
person capable of controlling his senses, which is an attain¬ 
ment liable to negligence, because it consists of control 
over all sense-organs; for, though this may be well per¬ 
formed occasionally, one is always liable to deflection from 
it. 

He explains the same: 

As Karma consists of the activities of the sense-organs, it 
is ordained by Nature for one who is conjoined with 
Prakrti, i.e., the body. So by performing Karma Yoga one 
does not incur any stain. But Jnana Yoga is liable to negli¬ 
gence, because it requires the control of the senses from the 
very beginning for its performance. One intent on it is 
likely to incur stain from negligence. [Thus we are 
reminded about what was mentioned in the third chapter 
-that. Karma Yoga alone is greater.] 
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cirel^ | 

qqfow ft 5for qfolfoficU^d l: II 48 II 
48. One should not relinquish one’s works, O Arjuna, 
though it may be imperfect; for, all enterprises are 
enveloped by imperfections as fire by smoke. 


3RT: ^sn<^1 §IH«>l4l^ : 

| yHKWff: ^ f| ^|0T ?|:#T 

3#: 9T3TTfcTr: I 3OTRR: g FW t U : crf MId : 

# II || 

So, one should not relinquish one’s works, understand¬ 
ing that they are natural, are easy to perform and not liable 
to negligence. Such thoughts coupled with the idea that 
there are imperfections in them should not lead you to 
abandon them. The meaning is that though one is fit for 
Jnana Yoga, one should perform Karma Yoga only. All 
enterprises, be they of Karma or Jnana, are indeed 
enveloped by imperfections, by pain, as fire by smoke. But 
still there is this difference: Karma Yoga is easy and does 
not involve negligence, but Jnana Yoga is contrary to this. 


3E&T fad T cH I I 

|| 49 II 

49. He whose understanding is on all sides unattached, 
whose self is conquered, who is free from desires—he attains 
by renunciation the supreme perfection transcending all 
activity. 


fad i cMt RtcW tT: 

3tfa*T53icr i qwi vqHPtei giwfoTW atfr ttsnprf I 
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He whose understanding is, on all sides, without attach¬ 
ments, concerning fruits etc., whose ‘self is conquered,’ 
i.e., who has conquered his mind; who, by contemplating 
on the agency of the Supreme Person, is free from the habit 
of attributing agency to the self; and who is thus equipped 
with Sannyasa which has been positively determined to be 
the same as Tyaga—such a man, performing actions, 
attains supreme perfection which is free from all activities. 
The meaning is that he attains devotion to Dhyana which is 
the consummation of even Jnana Yoga; he attains Dhyana 
Yoga (Yoga of meditation) consisting in the complete ces¬ 
sation of sensory activity, which is going to be described 
hereafter. 

ii so il 

50. Learn from me in brief, O Arjuna, how, one who has 
attained perfection, attains the brahman (or the seif), who is 
the supreme consummation of knowledge. 


5tTFr. atjgkwHHaf <ih wRift. unit *wr ^ 

ckfont *wi&r | 

ZJT W 1 fPTW UMWIrlWW *JT rRT ftgr UT II S° II 

One who has attained ‘perfection’, viz., one who has 
attained perfection in meditation generated by the Karma 
Yoga performed day after day till death—how, in what 
way, he attains the brahman, learn this from Me in brief. It 
is the same Brahman who is described as the supreme con¬ 
summation of knowledge. The meaning is that the self is 
the supreme consummation, the supreme end, of know¬ 
ledge which is of the nature of meditation. 


WT&ft sgapw xT || 51 II 
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51. Endowed by a purified understanding, subduing the 
mind by steadiness, relinquishing sound and other objects of 
the senses and casting aside love and hate; 


Uiwfo wft fcg || 52 II 

52. Resorting to solitude, eating but little, restraining 
speech, body and mind, ever engaged in the Yoga of medita¬ 
tion and taking refuge in dispassion; 


fofo: ?TRTt mW** II 53 II 

53. Forsaking egoism, power, pride, desire, wrath and pos¬ 
session, with no feeling of‘mine’and tranquil—he becomes 
worthy for the state of brahman. 


q>wN JR; fRT, *KI<9*fPW4H,ciW^I JRT, 

divrfhrft 3lf: vqiqf^f^T: 5*fnR : ; 

c5Ecn?ft :, 

mw>m<l ^aroraion^a^: vnwqlw:, tn^3igcn§R: 

?r Efcrai 3 *&r; 3RR**ft 

3il<4ftfiwi»i «t« dfecjfasU^i «ii3Hwte4 ciRift-ri <;m =wh shl^r mR«5 
31%: 5TRT: 3TRR5fl%Rg^:, 

=tx^cl SHjWMW 4 x!%I 

Wri- II II 


‘Endowed with a purified understanding’ means 
endowed with the Buddhi capable of understanding the self 
as it is in reality; ‘subduing the mind by steadiness’ means 
making the mind fit for meditation by turning away from 
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external and internal objects; ‘relinquishing sound and 
other objects of senses’ means keeping them far away, cast¬ 
ing aside love and hate occasioned by them (i.e., the sense 
objects). 

‘Resorting to solitude’ means living in a lonely place free 
from hindrances to meditation; ‘eat but little’ means eating 
neither too much nor too little; ‘restraining speech, body 
and mind’ means directing the operations of body, speech 
and mind to meditation; ‘ever engaged in the Yoga of medi¬ 
tation’ means being like this, i.e., constantly engaged in the 
Yoga of meditation day after day until death; ‘taking refuge 
in dispassion’ means developing aversion to all objects 
except the one entity to be meditated upon, by considering 
the imperfections of all objects and thus cultivating detach¬ 
ment to everything. 

Forsaking ‘egoism’ means abandoning the tendency to 
consider what is other than the self as the self, as well as 
neutralising the power of forcible Vasanas (tendencies) 
which nourish (egoism), and the resulting pride, desire, 
wrath and possessiveness. ‘With no feeling of mine’ means 
free from the notion that what does not belong to oneself 
belongs to oneself; ‘Who is tranquil’ means, who finds sole 
happiness in experiencing the self. One who has become 
like this and performs the Yoga of meditation becomes 
worthy for the state of Brahmt. i. The meaning is that, freed 
from all bonds, he experiences the self as It really is. 

m. ^ ^ II 54 II 

54. Having realised the state of Brahman, tranquil, he 
neither grieves nor craves. Regarding all beings alike, he 
attains supreme devotion to Me. 

Hffct fafe *r qnn; r o-sh) & % 
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S R^ n cm n^fafirh ? g£t ?Mt 

•T 4»tH 'fct'^wlcl; Sift ^ Hqo^frlRT^ ^WW^Wii*!! ^*1 Pi few 

«He£«lki yit^Wrthl H-fife cWkl M<,|ijJ 

3M«^fa*l£H WK+MkH*UIU|»JJH l<Jkdl^ <#MU«l£K<W> «jSW?T 5*gQsBW% 

TO 55*& || sv || 

‘Having realised the state of Brahman ,’ means having got 
from revelation an understanding of the nature of the self 
as consisting of unlimited knowledge and of being a Sesa 
(subservient being) to Me. Subservience to Me has been 
posited in, ‘Know that which is other than this (Prakrti or 
lower Nature) to be the higher Prakrti of Mine’ (7.5). One 
who is ‘tranquil’ means one whp is not contaminated by 
various forms of grief (the five Klesas of Yoga-sutras), and 
does not grieve about any being other than Myself, nor 
desires anything other than Myself. On the other hand, he 
becomes equally indifferent to all beings other than Myself 
as worthless as straw and attains supreme Bhakti for Me, 
He attains ‘supreme devotion’ to Me, which is of the form 
of an experience which makes Me dear beyond all descrip¬ 
tion—Me the Lord of all, to whom creation, protection and 
dissolution of the universe is a sport, who is devoid of the 
slightest trace of evil, who is the sole seat of countless hosts 
of auspicious attributes which are excellent and unlimited; 
and who is the ocean of the elixir of beauty;who is the Lord 
of Sri; who is Lotus-eyed; and who is the seifs own Lord. 

Sri Krsna declares the fruits of this (devotion): 

mm T qMRW lf qfr HtHH: 1 

Heft W efrarat cKFRRfl II 55 II 

55. Through devotion, he comes to know Me fully—who 
and what I am in reality, who I am and how I am. Knowing 
Me thus in truth, he forthwith enters into Me. 
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*5RTOcT: ■WMMcL 33: 31? jJEfrfojj&il 9WH3 3t?3 43c3T 

rfp# I^MWlfrl I lit cR^cTt cR^RFRR nfeat lit 

af^lRl | cR3?T: 


3wRw>lfiilW*Wr«« HT HMlft | 3PT tET ff«t ulft^gcHII PtQw J#>: 
^ srfSrihEtl ‘-itm w«i (Hhv) # awr ns <fh3: 
U^flad l P WHI^ It II 


Through such devotion, he knows ‘who i am,’ i.e., knows 
My own essence and My nature, and ‘what I am,’ i.e., in 
My attributes and glory. Knowing Me truly, he rises to a 
higher level than thi^Bhakti, and acquiring knowledge of 
the truth, enters into Me through devotion. The meaning is 
that he attains Me by means of infinite and unsurpassed 
Bhakti which develops subsequent in time to the vision of 
the nature, attributes and glory of the Lord in reality. Here 
the term ‘ Tatah ’ (through) denotes that devotion is the 
cause of attainment-, for it has been stated to be the cause of 
entrance in the text, ‘But by single-minded devotion it is 
possible...’ (11.54). 


q*r qfejrKCRSrf^KRf MWJWKIVW^I 

agj&anr 3 tK: l fSFff <whjhw^ sift <w&iih, 93 SRsfor 
ayjShWMMi 3 93 Cfcll4> ??n?— 

In this way, the crowning development has been told 
starting from the disinterested performance of periodical 
and occasional rites suitable for the various stations and 
stages of life, which are to be performed to propitiate the 
Supreme Person. Sri Krsna now explains that even for 
actions meant for attaining desired objects (Kamya-kar- 
mas) the crowning stage is the same as for these described 
above, provided they too are done not for fulfilling one’s 
desires but as offerings to propitiate the Supreme Person. 


JWWWUMIHlfa 31TO3 II 56 II 
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56. Taking refuge in Me and performing all works con¬ 
stantly, one, by My grace, attains the eternal and immutable 
realm. 

?r ^ck!» 3# miffr cwlfi i ti^w : nffr 

: f#lt HcVK-lKlcy STRIcT Ml**ilfa 1 M?4rl 

# qg^nr yiwlfa II ^ II 

‘Taking refuge in Me’ means leaving agency etc., to Me. 
He who performs ‘all works constantly’ means works that 
are not only obligatory and occasional acts but even those 
meant to fulfil desires (Kamya Karmas)—he attains, by My 
grace, the eternal realm which is immutable. ‘Pada’ means 
that which is attained. The meaning is that he attains Me. 
[The idea is that the performance-of even those ritualistic 
actions enjoined for those having the fulfilment of certain 
desires in view, even these actions, if done without any such 
desire but only as the worship of the Supreme Person—they 
have the same effect as the performance of the enjoined 
daily and occasional rituals to which no effect except the 
purification of the self is offered by the Sastras.] 


Since it is so, therefore: 


gferT: *ERT Wt II 57 II 

57. Surrendering all acts to me by your mind, thinking of 
Me as the goal, and resorting to Buddhi-yoga, focus your 
thought ever on Me. 


ft 'I# w#t 

I' (313°) ?f^ 
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391$^ || SV9 || 

‘By your mind’ means with thought which considers the 
self as belonging to Me and as controlled by Me. For, it has 
been declared: ‘Surrendering all your acts to Me with a 
mind focussed on the self (3.30). Surrendering all acts to 
Me along with agentship and the object of worship and 
regarding ‘Me as the goal,’ i.e., constantly contemplating 
that I alone am to be attained as the goal; performing all 
acts; and resorting to Buddhi-Yoga—focus your mind on 
Me always, Buddhi Yoga here implies the mental.attitude 
special to the seeker of salvation in regard to agency of 
works, the fruits etc. 

Thus 

nfcrT: I 

3TCI II 58 II 

58. Focusing your thought on Me, you shall, by My grace, 
cross over all difficulties. If, however, out of self-conceit, 
you do not heed Me, you shall perish. 


vfawtfa | 5$^ uqatiafirh : fpF^t Ulfawid-frU 

fcoif^ral: ^nfetr air u «\< ll 


Thus, focusing your thought on Me, if you can perform 
all acts, you will, by My grace, cross over all difficulties of 
Samsara. If, however, out of ‘self-conceit,’ i.e., out of the 
feeling, ‘I know well what is to be done and what is not to 
be done’—out of such a feeling, if you do not heed My 
words, you shall perish. Except Myself, there is none who 
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knows what ought and what ought not to be done by all liv¬ 
ing beings; there is also none other than Myself who is in 
the position of a law-giver to them. 


oMcwiwR^ It 59 ll 

59. If, in your self-conceit, you think, ‘I will not fight,’ your 
resolve is in vain. Nature will compel you. 


4lo^’ '^fcT ^ ytfcFqf^ | iRf: y^ijct: c«rr gir 

WWd; 3?^ 3|£f: || || 


If, in your ‘self-conceit,’ i.e., under a false sense of inde¬ 
pendence tha't you know what is good for you and what is 
not—if, not heeding My command, you think, .‘I will not 
fight,’ then this resolve based on your sense of indepen¬ 
dence will be in vain. For Nature will compel you to go 
against your resolve—you who are ignorant and who 
adversely react to my sovereignty. 


He elucidates the same: 

e hi*rl<4 Ptaa: <fc4uil | 

«f*f cfc^ I) 60 II 

60. O Arjuna, bound by your own duty born out of your 
own inner disposition, and having no control over your own 
will, you will be compelled to do that very thing which you 
now desire not to do through delusion. 
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|| || 

For, heroism is the duty of a Ksatriya born of his nature. 
Impelled by your own duty of heroism born of your own 
nature, you will lose self-control when you get the taunts of 
your enemies. Unable to suffer it, you will be compelled to 
engage them in battle, which, now, out of delusion and 
ignorance, you do not desire to do. 


All beings have been ordained by Me to follow their 
Prakrti acquired by their previous Karmas. Listen about it: 

urour || 61 II 

61. The Lord, O Arjuna, abides in the heart of every being, 
spinning them round and round, mounted on a wheel as it 
were, by His power. 


#ar: siRjfer. qfrfnqf 

IcTSfcT I 

u.q PlUW 

^rq i i^nnaff sopwt sw&h, fctefo 

1 

#‘w; (?oio #^| fitter—'*r aticqft frei; (sho^to 

<lWO II M II 

Lord Vasudeva, who is the ruler over all, lives in ‘the 
heart of all beings,’ i.e., in the region from which arises all 
knowledge which is at the root of all secular and spiritual 
activities. How and doing what does He exist? He exists enab¬ 
ling, by His Maya (power), ‘all beings who are mounted, as 
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it were, on the machine Prakrti’ in the form of body and 
senses created by Himself, to act in accordance with their 
Gunas of Sattva and others. It was already expressed in 
‘And I am seated in the hearts of all. From Me are memory, 
knowledge and their removal also’ (15.15) and in ‘From Me 
proceed everything’ (10.8). The Srutis also proclaim ‘He 
who, dwelling in the self (Br.U.Madh., 3.7.22). 


an?— 

He now explains the way to get rid of the Maya: 

cfiM 3KUI TFosJ WlrT | 

II 62 II 

62. Seek refuge in Him alone, O Arjuna, with the whole of 
your being. By His grace, you shall find supreme peace and 
eternal abode. 

y^iiRidKH 

JIT ?kui *r°u | 

3I?fr HcpfiSRH^JT tJJTi 1 ^fat: rtrti<-(i<lcy 911 

'rtHpjjt: qnr 9^ w95^1%I' (^oTTo 

'ntnr(hUHT 0 £|S!V) '% STT^nvzRT: qnt I' (^o^To 
ihl^lvs) '3WH^:qitW 3£(t1MNfl’ (*$030 3|^|vs) '#5^FT:MKMIHllrl 

qw 93 ^ (qto^o 3 ft) n ^ n 

Such being the case, take refuge with all your heart (Sar- 
vabhavena), by every disposition of your body, senses and 
mind (Sarvatmana) in Him—Him, the ruler of all, who has 
become your charioteer out of compassion for dependents, 


61-63] 


LIBERATION THROUGH RENUNCIATION 


595 


and who orders you, ‘Act thus’ and so on. Even if you do 
not do so now, fighting in battle etc., is inevitable for you 
who are ignorant and actuated by His Maya, but then you 
will get ruined. Therefore, fight etc., in the manner which 
has been explained by Him. Such is the meaning. 

Acting in this way, you will attain supreme peace, release 
from all bondage, and the eternal abode. Hundreds of 
Srutis declare it: ‘That supreme place of Visnu which the 
sages see’ (Rg.S., 1.2.6.5); ‘They become meritorious and 
reach this heaven where Devas and Sadhyas dwell’ (Tai.A., 
3.12); ‘Where dwell the ancient sages, the first-born’ 
(Tai.Sam., 4.7.13.1); ‘The supreme place above the 
paradise in the heart of the Supreme Heaven’ (Ma.Na., 
8.14); ‘He who is in the Supreme Heaven and presides over 
this’ (Rg.S., 8.7.17.7); ‘Now that light which shines above 
this Supreme Heaven’ (Cha.U., 3.13.7); and ‘He reaches 
the end of the journey, the Highest abode of Visnu’ 
(Ka.U.,3.9). 

# t SFffllfetllc? wn | 

cWT fS II 63 II 

63. Thus the knowledge, the mystery of mysteries,has been 
declared to you by Me. Reflecting on it fully, do what you 
will. 

ifcr 9^ gggfJt: 
siWiiluRlw 

glH TtfrMfri Stlfog II Vi II 

Thus, in this manner, has been set forth everything that is 
to be acquired by those aspirants for release—the mystery 
of mysteries, concerning Karma Yoga, Jnana Yoga and 
Bhakti Yoga. Reflecting on it fully, do what you wish to do 
according to your qualification—i.e., follow Karma Yoga, 
or Jnana Yoga or Bhakti Yoga according to your liking. 
Such is the meaning. 
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^stsf^r ^ cTcTt ^ || 64 II 

64. Hear again My supreme word, the most secret of all; as 
you are exceedingly loved by Me, I am telling what is good 
for you. 

r (^.lO |3n#l WT^r^: 3#^ 

^licTrlcT: || || 

It has been said that Bhakti Yoga is the most secret of all 
secrets, in such texts as ‘I will declare to you, who does not 
cavil, this most mysterious knowledge’ (9.1). Hear again 
My supreme word concerning it (i.e., Bhakti Yoga). As 
you are exceedingly dear to Me, therefore, I shall declare 
what is good for you. 


JRHT wr mdit W | 

fifeitsfe ft || 65 II 

65. Focus your mind on Me. Be My devotee. Be My wor¬ 
shipper. Prostrate before Me. You shall come to Me alone. I 
promise you, truly; for you are dear to Me. 


rfW: I' (%o^o 3k) ‘c&t 

1? -XTEricT I’ ‘51FT: 9^ (^o^o 310 $cql(^ 


TCT3T 


JTgW: ^ PkPtewStai 

^qsj : | ?Pt «3*3SEt I trsfr 3k«ivS©iW4Kiuiw% 

««ri smrtR % l 

qf «wl «wh u© ajpmiswgjliticgi ak*rJ©q I ^ ^w) 

etv^lfXt, 5T viMrs»»4«W Vfi: 

for: sitrJr (vstfvs) 
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353 I# g^HUJT^tfa c#^ ^kWWSSlft : SlelfcT afegPnf 

arafUR. 3it g ur anwiftr, set 533 ^ ^ ufifsiw ^ *373^r 

# II Vi II 

What is enjoined in Vedanta texts such as ‘I know the 
Great Person of the radiance of the sun, who is beyond this 
Prakrti. Knowing Him thus, one becomes here immortal; 
there is no other path for immortality’ (Sve.U., 3.8); what 
is designated by words such as knowledge (Vedana), medi¬ 
tation (Dhyana) and worship (Upasana); what is of the 
form of direct perception (Darsana) having the character of 
continuous succession of memory of a surpassingly loving. 
nature to the worshipped—it is this that is enjoined herein 
by the words ‘Focus your mind on Me,’ ‘Be My devotee.’ It 
means, be one to whom I am incomparably dear. Since I am 
the object of superabundant love, meditate on Me, i.e., 
practise the succession of memory of unsurpassed love of 
Me. Such is the meaning. Be My worshipper (yaji).Here 
also the expression, ‘Be My devotee’ is applicable. Yajha is 
worship. Worship Me as one exceedingly dear to you. Wor¬ 
ship (Aradhana) is complete subservience to the Lord. 
Prostrate before Me. Prostration means bowing down. The 
meaning is: Bow down humbly before Me with great love. 

Renouncing thus all ego-centredness, you shall come to 
Me. I make this solemn promise to you. Do not take it as a 
mere flattery. For you are dear to Me It has been already 
stated, ‘For I am inexpressibly dear to the man of know¬ 
ledge and dear is he to Me’ (7.17). He in whom there is sur¬ 
passing love for Me, I hold him also as surpassingly dear to 
Me. Consequently, not being able to bear separation from 
hin>, I myself will enable him to attain Me. It is this truth 
alone that has been solemnly declared to you in the expres¬ 
sion that ‘you shall come to Me alone.’ 

3Ti| nr u 66 ll 
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nouncing attachments and also the fruit, such abandon¬ 
ment is regarded as Sattvika...for it is impossible for one 
who bears the body to abandon acts entirely. But he who 
gives up the fruits of works, is called the abandoner’ 
(18.9-11). 

If you practise such abandonment of the sense of agency 
and fruits, I will release you from all ‘sins’—i.e., I will 
release you from all evil incompatible with the attainment 
of Myself, consisting of innumerable acts of the nature of 
doing what ought not to' be done and not doing what ought 
to be done. These piled up from beginningless times form 
the obstruction in the way. Grieve not, you should not 
despair; for I shall release you from all these obstructions. 

Another (alternative) explanation is this: Bhakti Yoga is 
possible only for those people to whom the Lord is exceed¬ 
ingly dear and who are free from all evils. Those evils are so 
huge in their case that the expiatpry rites which could wash 
them off, could not be performed in the limited time of 
one’s life span. Arjuna therefore thought that he was unfit 
for commencing Bhakti Yoga. To remove the grief of 
Arjuna the Lord said: ‘Completely relinquishing all Dhar- 
mas, seek Me alone for refuge.’ Expiatory rites can be 
taken here as what is meant by Dharma, Completely for¬ 
sake these rites (Dharmas) appropriate for the removal of 
numerous and varied sins piled up from beginningless time 
and obstructing the starting of Bhafyi Yoga. The expiatory 
rites consist of practices like Krcchra, Candrayana, 
Kusmanda, Vaisvanara, Vratapati, Pavitresti, Trvrit, 
Agnistoma etc., which are of manifold varieties, and which 
are difficult to perform on account of the brevity of life. So 
in order to succeed in commencing Bhakti Yoga, seek Me 
alone for refuge. I am supremely compassionate, the refuge 
of all without considering the differences of character 
among them, and am an ocean of tenderness for those 
dependent on Me. I will release you from all evil, the 
nature of which has been explained as incompatible with 
the commencement of Bhakti Yoga. Grieve not. [Both 
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these interpretations of this famous verse are said to teach 
only Bhakti Yoga and not Prapatti. But the question will 
rise in one’s mind—why should it not be so taken?] 


st x i iffitfl warqte mqq rfct ii 67 li 

67. Never should this be told by you to one who is not 
austere, who is not a devotee, nor to one who has no wish to 
listen, nor certainly to him who traduces Me. 

^ rRij jjgj iwr cewt ^ 

eJrhR xT 3TW!PT cWKTORt W 3 WtKW ^ 1 ^ 

^ H R- xf RT ^T: 3T^q<^(cl RcW*«) 

3I^WMR^<i4Mdl3llMHW I) VS II 

I have taught you this most secret doctrine. This should 
not be imparted by you to someone who has not practised 
austere disciplines. Never should this be taught to someone 
who is not devoted to Me and to you, the teacher (i.e., 
when you have to play the role of a teacher of this doc¬ 
trine). The meaning is that it should not be taught by you to 
someone who, though practising austerities, is not a 
devotee and does not serve Me. It is also never to be taught 
to one who has no wish to listen, even though he is a 
devotee. Nor should it be imparted to. one who traduces 
Me, that is, who—when My nature, glories and attributes 
are described—discovers defects in them. The differences 
of case (from ablative to nominative form) is to teach that 
the last one is'the most despicable character. 


n & wn Tjjg | 

nfc m f*qr m ft fr uawfow : n 6a ll 
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68. He who proclaims among My devotees this supreme 
mystery, shall come to Me, acquiring supreme devotion 
towards Me. There is no doubt about this. 


5? qtq ^ JTS&g *T: arfqwzrfrt, oUHeHHHlIcI *T: qfa tRRT qfifc fr^T 
^ asr \\ ^ u 

Whoso expounds or elucidates this supreme mystery to 
My devotees, he, acquiring supreme devotion towards Me, 
will reach Me only. There is no doubt about this. 


xT I 

SffecfT * xT : ffrlc# ^ II 69 II 

69. Not among men is there any one who does dearer service 
to Me than he. Nor shall there be another on earth dearer to 
Me than he. 

^ ?5t: *1 *T JtK 

^ q- qfactT, wViwi aw{^ur<*R liNwr^ aifa cR^swpr 

it n 

There never exists nor has existed anyone other than 
such a person as described, who does greater service to Me 
than he. In the future too, there will not be another such. 
The first reference is to those who are not worthy to hear 
the Gita. It is meant to teach that explaining it to them is 
more displeasing to the Lord than not teaching to those 
who are worthy. 


ir J#: II 70 II 

70. And he who will study this dialogue of ours which is con¬ 
sistent with Dharma, by him I shall be worshipped through 
the sacrifice of knowledge; such is My view. 
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*TPITH; I 

st^H ^ sii*ws» : ^=t **3^ wqqswi^or % e -. ^jjth 

?3» J : II ^> II 

He who will study the dialogue between us, wh'ich is con¬ 
sistent with the path to realisation, by him I shall be wor¬ 
shipped through the sacrifice of knowledge. Such is My 
view. The meaning is that whatever sacrifice of knowledge 
is taught herein, by that I shall become worshipped by the 
mere fact of its study. 


1^*4^ II 71 II 

71. And the man who listens to it with faith and without 
Cavilling, he.too shall be released, and shall reach the auspi¬ 
cious realms of those who have performed virtuous deeds. 


tjjKjcflfcn’ *hRrr>Mi 11 ssH II 

A man who, with faith and without cavilling, hears the 
Glia when taught by a qualified teacher, he too is, by such 
hearing, released from all evil incompatible with devotional 
life. He shall reach the Lokas, i.e,, the realms of the hosts 
of My devotees who have done virtuous acts, and who will 
facilitate the growth of devotion in these new arrivals and 
lead them ultimately to liberation. 


SFfcw II 72 II 

72. Have you heard this, O Arjuna, with one-pointed mind? 
Has your delusion, caused by ignorance, befn dispelled? 
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VR2--1 ami^T Jgjf 3 # 3331^ II \« II 

O Arjuna, have you heard attentively all that I have 
taught? Has your delusion caused by ignorance, been dis¬ 
pelled—that ignorance deluded by which you said, ‘I shall 
not fight’? 


f^OcTtsf^T Wl%: 3#^ WZR cT3T || 73 II 

Arjuna said: 

73. Destroyed is my .delusion and I have, by Your grace, O 
Kr§na, gained knowledge (Sm^ti). Freed from doubts, I 
stand steadfast, I will fulfil Your word. 


4lf: fanftanw HJT ^35^1 7?gfcr: iwraf^OcrrFRpR 

fR^^ar | 

3MIcHP) Hjf*fl lit?:, «RR*I3?PT 

^3<^«rfiWR33: W, R^Afhlrl^U-W <*4u|: UWt^KlVWcWI 
ddii^uwi^ F W 3, i 3H3R: 

53?fi(^TOn2W*ll'ilTrn44srR 3T, >4<t«l«lT«(*II>ttlrWll4sJWd<i*^W^- 

51M ^ 33^1 

^qEW: f^RT:3#T I q ^lth 

3#at ??qsf: || VS3 II 
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‘Delusion’ or misapprehension.is perverted knowledge. 
By Your grace it has been destroyed. ‘Smrti’ or memory is 
the knowledge of things as they really are. I have acquired 
that. Misapprehension here is the misconception that the 
self is the Prakrti (body-mind) which is the non-self in real¬ 
ity. It consists in one not apprehending that all intelligent 
and non-intelligent entities, by reason of their forming the 
body of the Supreme Being, have Him as their Atman and 
are thus ensouled by Him. The misapprehension also con¬ 
sists in the lack of knowledge that actions, obligatory and 
occasional, do not cause bondage but actually form a means 
for the propitiation of the Supreme Being. All such misap¬ 
prehensions are now destroyed. 

The various phases of knowledge that cleared the misun¬ 
derstanding may be catalogued as follows: (1) The self is 
different from Prakrti and is therefore devoid of the qual¬ 
ities of Prakrti. Its nature is that of the knower of Prakrti. 
(2) The self is a Sesa (sub-ordinate and servant) of the Sup¬ 
reme Person and is ruled by Him. The true knowledge 
about the Supreme Person is that He is what is signified by 
the expression Supreme Brahman. (3) He is the great 
ocean of all auspicious, excellent attributes such as know¬ 
ledge, strength, glory, valour, power, brilliance etc., which 
are unbounded and natural. His essence consists solely of 
auspiciousness. He is antagonistic to all that is evil without 
exception. The origin, sustentation and dissolution of the 
entire universe are His sport. (4) You (Sri Krsna) are 
Vasudeva, the Supreme Person, known from the Vedanta, 
and who can be reached only by worship, which has taken 
the form of Bhakti. (5) Bhakti can be achieved by the con¬ 
trol of the senses and the mind, the abandonment of prohi¬ 
bited acts and the performance of occasional and obligatory 
acts as solely intended for the goal of the satisfaction of the 
Supreme Person. Bhakti has to be developed day after day 
through the regular practice of the discriminatory know¬ 
ledge of the higher and lower truths. All this has been 
attained by me (Arjuna). 
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Therefore I stand steadfast, freed from the doubts and 
devoid of the depression rooted in perverted knowledge 
nourished by compassion and love for relatives. Now I shall 
fulfil Your words, concerned with fighting etc., which 
ought to be done by me. I shall fight as instructed by You. 
Such is the meaning. 

ww i: — 

Sanjaya now relates to Dhrtarastra who had questioned 
him earlier as to what his sons and the Pandavas were doing 
in the battle: ' r 

|| 74 || 

Sanjaya said: 

74. Thus have I heard this wondrous dialogue between Vas- 
udeva and the great-minded Arjuna, which makes my hair 
stand on end. 

rfcMtgr gq ; anfijfcFW W tNfffrlH. 3TfT 31? 31^ SfrigFf 

ii ^ ii 

Thus, in this way have I been hearing ( this wondrous and 
thrilling dialogue, as it took place between Vasudeva, the 
son of Vasudeva, and His paternal aunt’s son Arjuna, who 
is a Mahatman, one possessed of a great intelligence, and 
who has resorted to the feet of Sri Krsna. 


^V<Klr^tU|l r Hl^lr4iViqd: || 75 II 

75. By the grace of Vyasa have I heard this supreme mys¬ 
tery of Yoga as declared in person by Kf§na, the Lord of 
Yoga. 
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^K-WHKy^ oURn^JT ^ qf 4|J|l^ii jp- 

sjlliqAwwM?llrbcKw^ii *P1SRT: ^011^ u^r WIcT: ^tRU^ 

3^ II \* II 

By the grace of Vyasa i.e., by the benefit of the divine 
sense of perception, granted by him, I have heard this sup¬ 
reme mystery called Yoga from Sri Kr$pa himself—Sri 
Kr§na who is the treasure-house of knowledge, strength, 
sovereignty, valour, power and brilliance. 


^Wl^wl: <JWT fsq# ^ II 76 


II 


76. O King, remembering again and again this wondrous 
and auspicious dialogue between Sri Kf§pa and Arjuna, I 
rejoice again and again. 


^41 *[g:l®#r || vs?, || 

Remembering this auspicious and wondrous dialogue 
between Sri Krsna and'Arjuna, directly heard by me, I 
rejoice again and again. 

erg | 

toRit ^ UgKbKUJlft ^ || 77 || 

77. And remembering over and over again that most mar¬ 
vellous form of Hari, great is my amazement, O King, and I 
rejoice again and again. 

rlc^ ^ it: tFq JOT 

^Elcfr ^ ^T: gT: =3T ^ZTTf^r || vM || 

Great amazement is caused in me, stirred by joy born of 
the repeated remembrance of that most marvellous and 
sovereign form of the Lord revealed to Arjuna and directly 
witnessed by me. I rejoice again and again. 
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Why say more? 


^ |>OTTt 3J5T | 

ere gflEEaHil II 78 II 

78. Wherever there is Sri Kf§na, the Lord of Yoga, and 
Arjuna the archer, there are ever fortune, victory, wealth 
and sound morality. This is my firm conviction. 




?E#lf 


qtHWI'H 




v^$r: ^T: ?CT3S?l3TOW: m fewt ^T: xT ftT 

fsfeassr 3% i#r: jw # || vsc n 


Wherever there is Sri Krsna, the son of Vasudeva, the 
‘Yogesvara’ who is the ruler of the various manifestations 
of Nature pertaining to all intelligent and non-intelligent 
entities that have high and low forms, and on whose voli¬ 
tion depend the differences in the essential natures, exis¬ 
tences and the activities of all things other than Himself, 
and wherever there is Arjuna, the archer, who is his pater¬ 
nal aunt’s son and who took sole refuge at His feet—in such 
places there always will be present fortune, victory, wealth 
and sound morality. Such is my firm conviction. 
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3WHV W WqW 
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Whence comes on yon this despondency, 
O Arjnnn, in this crisis? It is nnfit for 
cu nob be person. It U discjmcefni cund 
it obstructs one's nttadnment of hecuiren. 

Yield not to nnmasnlbness, O Arjnna,, 
it does not become yon. ShaJce off 
this ba,se faAAvt-hecur tedness cund nrbse, 

O scorcher of foes! 
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